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INTRODUCTION. 


The common life of man is full of wonders, Chemi- 
cal and Physiological Most of us pass through this 
life without seeing or being sensible of them, though 
every day our existence and our comforts ought to 
recall them to our minds. One main cause of this 
is, that our schools tell us nothing about them — do 
not teach those parts of moilorn learning which would 
fit us for seeing them. What most concerns the 
things that daily occupy our attention and cares, are 
in ^ly life almost sedulously kept from our know- 
ledge. Those who would learn anything regarding 
them, must subsequently teach themselves through 
the help of the press: hence the necesidty for a Popu- 
lar Chemical Literature. 

It is with a view to meet this want of the Public, 
and at the same time to supply a Manual for the 
Schools, that the present Work has been projected. 
It treats, in what appears to be. their natural order, 
of TBB Jan WK BHEATHK and THE WATER WE DRINK, 
in their relations to human life and health — the 
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SOIL WE CULTIVATE and THE PLANT WE BEAfi, BB the 
sources from which the chief sustenance of all life is 
obtained — the bread we eat and THE beef we cook, 
as the representatives of the two grand divisions of 
human food — ^the beverages we infuse, from which 
so much of the comfort of modem life, both savage 
and civilised, is derived — the sweets we EXTRACT, 
the history of which presents so striking mi illustra- 
tion of the economical value of chemical science — 
THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT, SO different from the 
sweets in their action on the system, and yet so 
closely connected with them in chemical history — 
THE NARCOTICS w^E INDULGE IN, as presenting us 
with an aspect of the human constitution which, both 
chemically and physiologically, is more mysterious 
and wonderful than any other we are yet acquainted 
with — THE ODOURS W^E ENJOY, and THE SMELLS WE 
DISLIKE; the former because of the beautiful illus- 
tration they present of the recent progress of oiganic 
cheraistiy in its relations to the comforts of common 
life, and the latter because of their intimate connection 
with our most important sanitary arrangements — 
WHAT WE BREATHE FOR and WHY WE DIGEST, as relat- 
ing to functions of the body at once the most important 
to life, and the most purely chemical in their nature — 
THE BODY WE CHERISH, OS presenting many striking 
phenomena, and performing many interesting chemi- 
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cal functions not touched upon in the discussion of 
the preceding topics — and lastly, the circulation of 
MATTER, as exhibiting in one view the end, purpose, 
and method of all the changes in the natural body, 
in oiganic nature, and in the mineral kingdom, which 
are connected with and determine the existence of 
Ufe. 

It has been the object of the Author in this Work, 
to exhibit the present condition of chemical know- 
ledge, and of matiued scientific opinion upon the 
subjects to which it is devoted. The reader will not 
be surprised, therefore, should he find in it some 
things which differ from what is to be found in other 
popular works already in his hands or on the shelves 
of his library. 



CONTENTS 


Cbap. 

I. THE AIB WE BREATnE, 



Faok 

S 

ir. THE WATER W^E DRINK, 



25 

III. THE SOIL WE CULTIVATE, 



49 

IV. THE PLANT WE REAR, 



73 

V. THE BREL\D WE EAT, 



93 

VI. THE BEEP WE COOK, 



126 

VIT, THE BEVERAGES WE INPUSE — 

THE TEAS, .... 



m 

VIIT. THE BEVERAGES WE INFUSE — 

THE COFFEES, .... 



200 

IX. THE BEVF.RAGES WE INFUSF. — 

THE COCOAS, .... 



219 

X. THE SWEETS WE EXTRACT— 

THE GRAPE AND CANE SUGARS, 



289 

XI. THE SWEETS WE EXTRACT — 

THE MANNA AND MILK SUGAIIS, 



276 

XII. THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT — 

THE BEERS, .... 



291 

XIII. THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT — 

THE WINES, .... 



816 

XIV. THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT — 

THE BBANDZESy 



888 



DEDICATION. 


TO Sm DAVID BEEWSTEB, 

K.H. D.ai« r.R.8. V.P.B.a, edikbctbch, associate of the ikstituteof frakob, 

ARD PRIRCIPAL OF ST LEOSABD'B COLLEGE, 8T ARDREW8. 


HY BEAR SIR BAVID, 

I dedicate this little Work to you, partly that I may 
have the honour of associating with it a name so eminent in 
science as yours, and partly for the opportunity it gives me of 
expressing my sense of the many obligations I owe you as an 
old and tried friend. 

Being yourself not only a lover and assiduous cultivator of 
science, but a remarkable extender of its boundaries — a leader 
in one of its most interesting and intricate departments — and 
an anxious diffuser of the results of general scientific research — 
I am certain of your sympathy in the following attempt to 
render popular some of the more immediately applicable results 
of that branch to which I have myself been now long devoted. 
If we, whose profession it is to follow the progress of scienoe, can 
scarcely keep pace with the advance of our several departments, 
it must be especially necessary, from time to time, to present 
its more striking novelties, in an intelligible form, to the general 
publia 

With sincere wishes that your health may be long preserved, 
and that optical science may still for many years number you 
among its most iUustrious cultivators. 

Believe mo. 

My Dbab Sib David, 

Tour obliged friend, 
JAMES F. W. JOHNSTON. 


BmutAU. OcUAtr 1863. 
VOL, I. 


A 



rf.HRT dm: cHKuiE IS DiEsru ArorsBi-icK iHR acEPTER Oder alee 
AKDC&E X ATCHW laSSEXSCIl AtTEX. JfoUschott. 



CHAPTER I. 


THE AIR \VE BREATHE. 


Hoight of the earthen atmosphere ; it is one of the elements of the 
ancients. — Composition of the atmosphere. — Oxygen, preparation 
and properties of. — Nitrogen, preparation and properties of — Pro- 
portions of these elements in the air ; their adaptation in kind 
and quantity to the existing condition of things. — Uses of the 
oxygen and nitrogen. — Uses of tlie carbonic acid ; its importance 
to yegetable life. — Deleterious infiuence upon animal life. — The 
'♦Poison Valley** of Java. — Importance of the watery vapour of the 
air ; its constant circulation. — Formation of rain and dew ; their 
many uses. — Accidental constituents of the air ; oxone, nitric 
acid, and ammonia. — V'a|X)urb which rise from the surface of the 
earth, and saline matters from the sea. 


The earth we inhabit is surrounded by an atmo- 
sphere of air, the height of which is known to be at 
least forty-five miles. It presses upon the earth with 
a weight equal at the level of the sea to about 15 lb. 
on every square inch of surfiice. As we ascend high 
mountains, this weight becomes less ; and as we go 
down into deep mines, it becomes sensibly greater. 

We breathe this atmospheric air, and without it we 
could not live a single moment It floats around the 
earth in almost perpetual motion ; and according to 
the swiftness with which it moves, it produces gentle 
breezes, swift winds, or terrible tornadoes. 
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Though very familiar to us, and regarded with 
little curiosity, this air is yet very wonderful, both in 
itself and in its uses. Imperfect as the knowledge of 
the ancients was, they recognised its importance by 
giving it a place among what they regarded as the 
four primal elements of nature — fire, air, earth, and 
water. 

Yet, though apparently pure and elemental^, it is 
by no means either a simple or pure substance. It 
is a mixture of several different kinds of matter, each 
of which performs a beautiful and wise part in rela- 
tion to animal and vegetable life. Four substances, 
at least, are known to be necessary to its composition. 
Two of these, oxygen and nitrogen, form nearly its 
entire bulk ; the two others, carbonic acid and watery 
vapour, being present only in minute quantities. 

Oxygen is a kind of air or gas, wdiich, like the 
atmosphere itself, is without colour, taste, or smell 
A candle bums in it >vith much greater brilliancy and 
rapidity than in common air. Animals also breathe in 
it with an increase of pleasure ; but it excites them, 
quickens their circulation, throws them into a state 
of fever, and finally kills them, by excess of exdte- 
ment They live too rapidly in pure oxygen gas, 
and bum away in it like the fast-flaring candle. 

This gas is easily prepared by mixing the chlorate 
of potash of the shops with a little sand, powdered 
glass, or oxide of manganese, and heating the mixture 
in a flask over a spirit-lamp. When it melts, the gas 
is given off, and will soon fill the flask. It cannot 
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be seen by the eye, or detected by any of the other 
sensea Its presence may be readily shown, how- 
^ ever, by introducing 

J# SL lighted taper, or a 

bit of red-hot char- 
coal, or of kindled 
phosphorus at the 
end of a wire (fig. 1), 
The brilliancy of the 

burning wiU prove 

the presence of the 
gas. 

Nitrogen is also a 
j kind of air which, 

^ihe oxygen, is void 
- of colour, taste, and 

smell ; but a lighted candle is instantly extinguish- 
ed, and animals cease to breathe when introduced 
into it. We obtain this gas by putting a bit of phos- 
Fig. 2. phorus into a small cup 

over water, kindling 
it, and inverting over 
^ bottle, dipping 
with its mouth into 

When the phosphorus 
has ceased to bum, 
and the bottle has be- 
^ ^ come cool, it maybe 

corked and removed from the water. If a lighted 
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taper be now introduced into the bottle, it will im- 
mediately be extinguished, showing that only nitro- 
Fig- 3. gen remains (fig. 



3). In this pro- 
cess, the burn- 
ing phosphorus 
removes the oxy- 
gen from the air 
contained in the 
bottle, and leaves 
only the nitro- 
gen. 

Oxygen is one- 
ninth part hear’ 


vievj and nitrogen one thirty-sixth part lighter than 


common air. 


Carhoiiic acid is a kind of air which, like oxygen 


Fig. 4. 



and nitrogen, is void of 
colour ; but, unlike them, 
possesses a slight odour, 
and a perceptibly sour 
taste. Burning bodies are 
extinguished, and animals 
cease to breathe when in- 
troduced into it It is one- 
half heavier than common 
air, and can therefore be 
poured through the air 
from one vessel to another 
(fig. 4). When passed 
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through lime-water,* it makes it milky (fig. 5), form- 
ing with the dissolved lime an insoluble white powder, 



which, because it con- 
tains carbonic acid, is 
called carbonateoi lime, 
and is the same thing 
as chalk. It is the escape 
of this gas which gives 
their sparkling brisk- 
ness to fermented li- 




— - quors, to soda-water, 

and to the waters of some mineral springs. 


Carbonic acid is easily prepared by pouring vine 
gar upon common soda, or diluted spirit of salt (muri- 
atic acid) upon chalk or limestone. The gas rises in 
g bubbles through the liquid, and, 
in consequence of its weight, re- 
mains in the lower part of the ves- 
sel As it collects it gradually as- 

I cends, driving the common air be- 
fore it, and at last flows, as water 
would do, over the edge of the 
vessel Its rise may be shown by in- 
troducing two lighted tapers, as in 
the figure (fig. 6), when the lower 
one will be seen to go out, while 
the upper one is still burning. 

* Lime* water is formed by pourings water upon slaked lime, sh a kin g 
them well together, and allowing the mixture to settle. The clear 
liquid oontains a portion of the lime in solution, and is therefore called 
ItsM' water. 
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By iPotery vapour is meant the ateam^or vapour^ 
visible or invisibi^ which asoends from a eur&ce 
water when exposed to the air. When water is spilt 
upon the ground in dry weather^ it so<m disappears : 
it rises in in risible vapour, and Boats buoyantly among 
the other constituents of the atmosphere. 

These four substances the air everywhere and 
always containa They are all necessary to the daily 
wants of animal and vegetable life; but the two 
gases, oxygen and nitrogen, form so large a propor- 
tion of the whole that we are accustomed to say of 
dry air, that it consists of nitrogen and oxygen only, 
in the proportion of 4 gallons of the former to 1 
of the latter. More correctly, however, air, when 
deprived of the watery vapour and carbonic acid it 
contains, consists, in 100 gallons, of 79 of nitrogen 
mixed with 21 of oxygen ; or of — 

Bjr meuura. 

Nitrogen, ..... 79 

Oxygen, ..... 21 

lioo 

The carbonic acid exists in the air in very gmall 
proportion. At ordinary elevations there are only 
about 2 gallons of this gas in every 5000 of air — 
ffVsth part of the whola It increases, however, as 
we ascend, so that at heights of 8000 or 10,000 feet 
the proportion of carbonic acid is nearly doubled. 
Even this increased quantity is very small ; and yet 
its presence is essential to the existence of vegetable 
life on the surface of the earth. 
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Bat being heavi^ than oommon air, it appears 
aingalar that the proportion of this gas should in- 
crease as we ascend into the atmosphera Its na- 
tural tendency would seem to be rather to sink 
towards the earth, and there to form a layer of 
deadly air, in which neither animaf nor plant could 
liva But independent of winds and aerial currents, 
which tend to mix and blend together the different 
gases of which the air consists, all gases, by a law 
of nature, tend to diffuse themselves through each 
other, and to intermix more or less speedily, even 
where the utmost stillness prevails and no wind 
agitates them. Hence a light gas like hydrogen 
does not rise wholly to the utmost regions of the 
air, there to float on the heavier gases ; nor does a 
heavy gas like carbonic acid sink down so as to rest 
permanently beneath the lighter gasea On the con- 
trary, all slowly intermix, become interfused, and 
mutually intercorporated, so that the hydrogen, the 
carbonic acid, and the other gases which are pro- 
duced in nature, may be foimd everywhere through 
the whole mass, and a comparatively homogeneous 
mixture uniformly overspreads the whole earth. In 
obedience to this law, carbonic acid in all places 
slowly rises or slowly sinks, as the case may be, and 
thus, on the whole, a uniform purity is maintained in 
the air we breathe. If it seems to linger in sheltered 
'hoUows like the deadly gas-lake of Java, it is be- 
cause the fatal air issues from the earth as rapidly 
as it can diffuse itself upwards through the atmo- 
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sphere ; and if it rest more abundantly on the 
mountain top, it is because the leaves of plants, and 
the waters of the sea, absorb it from the lower layers 
of the air faster than it can descend to supply their 
demands. 

The watery vapour varies in quantity with the 
climate and temperature of the place. It is less in 
cold seasons and climates generally than in such as 
are hot It seldom forms more than I’oth, or less 
than sloth of the bulk of the air. 

The presence of carbonic acid in the atmosphere is 
shown by the formation of a white film of carbonate 
of lime on the surface of lime-water when this is 
exposed to the air. The presence of watery vapour 
may be shown on the hottest days by pouring ice- 
cold water into a tumbler or water-bottle, when the 
vapour of the air will rapidly condense on the outer 
surface of the vessel in the form of drops of dew. 

The purposes which we know to be served by 
these several constituents of the atmosphere show 
both that they are all essential to the composition of 
the air, and that in quantity as well as kind they 
have been beneficently adjusted to the composition, 
the wants, and the functions of animals and of plants. 

Thus, as to the oxygen — 

From every breath of air which the animal draws 
into its lungs it extracts a quantity of oxygen. The 
oxygen thus obtained is a part of the natural food of 
the animal, which it can obtain from no other natu* 
ral source, and new supplies of which Mre necessary 
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to it every moment The oxygen of the atmosphere, 
therefore, is essential to the very existence of life in 
the higher orders of animala 

The candle bums also, &j\d all combustible bodies 
kindle in the air, only because it contains oxygen. 
This gas is a kind of necessary food to flaming and 
burning bodies; so that, were it absent from the 
earth’s atmosphere, neither light nor heat could be 
produced from coal, wood, or other combustible 
substances. 

But the proportion, also, in which oxygen exists 
m the air is adjusted to the existing condition of 
things. Did the atmosphere consist of oxygen only 
the lives of animals would be of most brief duration, 
and bodies once set on fire would bum so fast as to 
be absolutely beyond control. The oxygen is there- 
fore mixed with a large proportion of nitrogen. 
This gas, not being poisonous, as carbonic acid is, 
harmlessly dilutes the too active oxygen. It weakens 
and prolongs its action on the system as water dilutes 
wine or spirits, and assuages their too fiery influence 
upon the animal frame. 

Then, as to the carbonic acid — 

Every green leaf that waves on field or tree sucks 
in, during the sunshine, this gas from the air. It is 
as indispensable to the life of the plant as oxygen is 
to the life of the animal Remove carbonic acid 
from the air and all vegetable growth would cease. 
It must, therefore, be a necessary constituent of the 
atmosphere of our earth. 
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But carbonio acid is poisonous to animala It is 
for this reason that the proportion of this gas con- 
tained in the air is so very small Were this propor- 
tion much greater than it is, animals, as they are 
now constituted, could not breathe the atmosphere 
without injury to their health.* On the other hand, 
that growing plants may be able to obtain a suffi- 
ciently laige and rapid supply of carbonic acid from 
a gaseous mixture which contains so little, they are 
made to hang out their many waving leaves into 
the atmosphere. Over the surface of these leaves 
are sprinkled countless pores or mouths, which are 
continually employed in separating and drinking in 
carbonic acid gas. The millions of leaves which a 
single tree spreads out, and the constant renewal of 
the moving air in w^hich they are suspended, enable 

* The most remarkable natural example of an atmosphere orerloadod 
with carbonic acid gas is the famous Poison Valley in the island of Java, 
which is thus described by an eyewitness : — 

** We took with us two dogs and some fowls to try exi>er2ments in 
this j>oisonous hollow. On loriving at the foot of the mountain we 
dismounted and scrambled up the side about a quarter of a mile, hold- 
ing on by the branches of trees. When within a few yards of the vol- 
ley wo experienced a strong natiseous suffocating smell, but on coming 
close to its e<lge this disagroeablo odour loff us. The valley appeared 
to be about half a mile in circumference, oval, and the depth from thirty to 
thirty-five feet ; the bottom quite fiat ; no vegetation ; strewed with some 
very large (appai'ontly) river stones ; and the whole covered with the 
skeletons of b\unan beixigs, tigers, pigs, door, peacocks, and all sorts of 
birds. Wo could not perceive any vapour or any opening in the 
ground, which last appeared to us to bo of a harrl sandy substance. 
It was now proposed by one of the party to enter the valley ; but at 
the spot whore we were this was difficult at least fur mo, as one fklae 
step would have brought us to eternity, seeing no assistance could be 
given. Wo lighted our cigars, and, with the assistance of a bamboo, 
we went down within eighteen feet of the bottom. Here we did not 
experience any difficulty in breathing, but an offensive nauseous smell 
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the living plant to draw an abundant supply for all 
its wants from an atmosphere already adjusted to the 
constitution of living animals.* 

This constant action of the leaves of plants is one 
of the natural agencies by which the proportion of 
carbonic acid in the lower regions of the atmosphere 
is rendered less than it is in the higher regions. 

So, also, the watery vapour of the atmosphere is 
not less necessary to the maintenance of life. The 
living plant consists of water to the amount of nearly 
three-fourths of its whole weight, and from the sur- 
face of its feaves water is continually rising into the 
air in the form of invisible vapour. 

Were the air absolutely dry, it would cause this 
water to evaporate from their leaves more rapidly 
than it could be supplied to them by the soil and 

annoyed us. We now fastened a doc: to the end of a bamboo eighteen 
feet long, and sent him in : wo had our watches in our hands, and in 
fourteen seconds he fell on his back, did not move his limbs or look 
round, but continued to breathe eighteen minutes. Wo then sent in 
another, or rather ho got loose, and walked in to where the other dog 
was lying. He then stood quite still, autl in ten miimtes fell on his 
face, and never afterwards moved his liralw : he continued to breathe 
seven minutes. Wo now tried a fowl, which died in a minute and a 
half. We threw in another, which die<l before touching the ground. 
During those oxj>criments wo oii>eriencod a hoa^'y shower of min ; but 
we wore so interested by the awful sight before us that we did not care 
for getting wet. On the opjwsite side, near a largo stone, was the 
skeleton of a human being, who miist have perished on his back, with 
his right hand under his head. From being exposed to the weather 
the bones wore bleachoti as white as ivory. I was anxious to procure 
this skeleton, but any attempt to get it would have been madness.** — 
Loudon. 

* A common lilac-tree, with a million of leaves, has about four hun- 
dred thousand millions of pores or mouths at work, sucking in carbonic 
acid ; and on a single oak tree, us many as seven millions of leaves 
have been counted. 
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roots. Thus they would speedily become flaccid, and 
the whole plant would droop, wither, and die. 

The living animal in like manner is made up for 
the most part of water. A man of 154* lb. weight 
contains 116 lb. of water, and only 38 lb. of diy 
matter. From his skin and from his lungs water is 
continually evaporating. Were the air around him 
perfectly dry his skin would become parched and 
shrivelled, and thirst would oppress his feverish frame. 
The air which he breathes from his lungs is loaded 
with moisture. Were that w'hich he draws in en- 
tirely free from watery vapour, he would soon breathe 
out the fluids w^hich fill up his tissues, and would dry 
up into a withered and ghastly mummy. It is be- 
cause the simoom and other hot winds of the desert 
approach to this state of dr 3 mess, that they are so 
fatal to those who travel on the arid waste. 

Thus the moisture which the atmosphere contains 
is also essential to the maintenance of the pre- 
sent condition, both of animal and vegetable life : 
it pervades the leaves and pores of plants, and 
finds admission to the lungs and general system of 
animals. 

There are, besides, other beautiful purposes which 
this moisture eervea When the summer sun has 
sunk beneath the horizon, and coolness revisits the 
scorched plant and soil, the grateful dew descends 
along with it and moistens alike the green leaf and 
the thirsty land — the invisible moisture of the air 
thickens into hazy mists, and settles in tiny pearls on 
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every cool thing. How thankful for this nightly dew 
has nature everywhere and always appeared, and 
how have poets in every age sung of its beauty and 
benificence 1 

Let us attend for a moment to the cause of this 
descent of the dew, and to the way in which it seems 
to select, as it were, the spots on which it will fall. 

All bodies on the surface of the earth radiate, or 
throw out rays of heat in straight lines — every warmer 
body to every colder — and the whole earth itself is 
continually sending rays of heat upwards through the 
clear air into free cold space. Thus on the earth’s 
surface all bodies strive, as it were, after an equality 
of temperature (an equilibrium of heat), while the 
surface as a whole tends gradually towards a cooler 
state. But while the sun shines on any spot this cool- 
ing will not take place, for the surface there receives 
for the time more heat than it gives off ; and, when 
the sun goes down, if the clear sky be shut out by a 
canopy of clouds, these will arrest and again throw 
back to the earth a portion of the heat which escapes 
by radiation, and will thus prevent it from being 
dissipateiL At night, then, when the sun is absent, 
the earth will cool the most — on clear nights also 
more than when it is cloudy ; and when clouds only 
partially obscure the sky, those parts will become 
coolest which look towards the clearest portions of 
the heavens. 

Again, the quantity of vapour which the air is 
capable of holding in suspension is dependent upon 



pension, and therefore leaves behind, in the form of 
a mist or cloud encapping the lofty summit, a por- 
tion of its watery burden. The aqueous particles 
which float in this mist appear again on the plains 
below, in the form of streams or springs, which bring 
nourishment at once, and a grateful relief to the 
thirsty soil 

So, when the surface cools by radiation, the air in 
contact with it must cool also ; and, like the warm 
currents on the mountain side, must forsake a portion 
of the watery vapour it has hitherto retained. This 
water, like the floating mist on the hills, descends in 
particles almost infinitely minute. These particles 
collect on every leaflet, and suspend themselves firom 
every blade of grass in drops of “ pearly dew.” 

And mark here a beautiful adaptation. Dififerent 
substances are endowed with the property of radiating 
their heat, and of thus becoming cool with different 
degrees of rapidity. Those substances which in the 
axr become cool first must also attract first, and most 
abundantly, the particles of falling dew. Thus, in the 
cool of a summer'’8 evening the grass-plot is wet, 
while the gravel-walk is dry ; and the thirsty pasture 
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and every green leaf are diizikiiig in the descending 
moisture, while the naked land and the barren high* 
way are still unconscious of its fall 

And from the same atmospheric store of watery 
vapour come the refreshing showers which descend in 
our temperate zone, and the rushing rains which fall 
in torrents within the tropical regions — only the mode in 
which they are made to descend is somewhat different 

In the upper regions of the atmosphere currents of 
cold air are continually rushing from the north, and 
currents of warm air from the south. When two such 
currents of unequal temperature, each loaded wiUi 
moisture, meet in the atmosphere, they mix, and the 
mixture has the mean temperature of the two ; but 
air of tliis mean temperature is incapable of holding 
in suspension the mean quantity of watery vapour 
contained in the two currents. Hence, as on the 
mountain side, a cloud is formed, and the excess of 
moisture collecting into drops, falls to the earth in 
the form of rain. 

When we consider how small a proportion of 
watery vapour exists in the air — ^that were it all to 
come down at once over the whole earth, it would 
cover the surface only to a depth of 5 inches — we 
cannot think without amazement of the vast and con- 
tinuous effects it produces. The quantity of rain which 
falls yearly on our islands would cover them, were 
it all to fall at once, to a depth of from 25 to 30 
inches ; and, except the table-land of central Spain, 
VOL. I. ® 



IS 


THS AIH WE BB6JLTHE. 


there are few places in western Europe where the 
depth of yearly rain is less than 20 inches. And all 
this rain descends fix)m an atmosphere which does 
not contain more, probably, at any one time, than 
falls yearly in dew alone over the whole earth.* 

In descending, also, this rain discharges another 
office ; it washes the air as it passes through it, dis- 
solving and carrying down those accidental vapours 
which, though unwholesome to man, are yet fitted to 
assist the growth of plants. It thus ministers in an- 
other double manner to our health and comfort, puri- 
fying the air we breathe, and feeding the plants on 
which we live. 

As soon, again, as the rain ceases to fall, and the 
clear sky permits the sun’s rays once more to warm 
the surface of the earth, vapours begin to rise anew, 
and the sweeping winds dry up the rains and dews 
from its moistened sinrface. There are regions of the 
globe, also, where unending summer plays on the 
surface of the wide seas, and causes a perpetual eva- 
poration to lift up unceasing supplies of water into 
the air. These supplies the wind wafts to other 
regions ; and thus the water which descends in rain 
or dew in one spot, is replaced by that which mounts 
up in vapour from another. — And all this to maintain 
unbroken that nice adjustment which fits the consti-* 


* How, nmong the bilU in tropical countries, the rain really ruehee 
down may be inferred from the fact, that among the Khassaya hills, 
north of Calcntta, the yearly fisU of rain amounts to 610 inches (60 
feet), of which 660 tail in the six nuny months, beginning in May. As 
mooh as 26J inches have been observed to tbll in a single day. 
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tution of the atmosphere to the wants of living 
things ! 

How beautiful is the arrangement by which water 
is thus constantly evaporated or distilled, as it were, 
into the atmosphere — ^more largely from some, more 
sparingly from other spots — then diHiised equally 
through the wide and restless air, and afterwards 
precipitated again in refreshing showers which cleanse 
the tainted air, or in long-mysterious dewa But how 
much more beautiful the contrivance — I might almost 
say the instinctive tendency — by which the dew selects 
the objects on which it delights to fall ; descending 
first on every living plant, copiously ministering to 
the wants of each, and expending its superfluity only 
on the unproductive waste ! 

And equally kind and bountiful, when understood, 
nature is seen to be in all her operations. Neither 
skill nor materials are ever wasted ; and yet she \m- 
grudgingly dispenses her favours apparently without 
measure, and has subjected dead matter to laws which 
compel it to minister, and yet with a most ready 
willingness, to the wants and comforts of every living 
thing. 

Four substances, therefore — oxygen, nitrogen, car- 
bonic acid, and watery vapour — are essential to the 
composition of the atmosphere, and they are adjusted, 
both in kind and quantity, to the existing condition 
of things. But besides these, the air contains also 
many other substances in minute and indefinite pro- 
portions. Of these, some are formed in the air itself. 
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some rise in vapour from tbe suifru^ of the earthy and 
some ascend from the ws^rs of the sea. 

Of those which are formed in the air itself^ two are 
deserving of especial mention— ozone, and nitric acid. 

The former of these is merely oxygen gas in what 
is called a more exalted chemical condition than that 
in which it usually exists. Into this condition it is 
brought by the action of the sun s ra 3 ^ of electricity, 
and of many other agencies. In this form it acts upon 
and combines more readily with all other substances. 
Among the other useful purposes it is supposed to 
serve, 1 mention the oxidation* of the organic, often 
noxious, substances which rise into the atmosphere, 
and of those vegetable and other compounds in the 
soil, upon which depend its general fertility, and the 
abimdant production of the food of plants. 

Ozone is probably never absent from the atmo- 
sphere ; but it is always present in a proportion too 
minute to admit of being determined either by 
weight or by measure. It is more abundant in win- 
ter, on the tops of mountains, and after a storm has 
purified the air. It is probably more sen iceable to 
us than we are yet aware of. 

Nitric ctcid^ the other important substance I have 
mentioned as being formed in the air, is probably more 
abundant than ozone. It is commonly known by the 
name of aqua-fortis, and consists of nitrogen and oxygen 
only — the two main constituents of the atmosphere. 

* When a aobstaDce combme* with oxygen, it k said to be oxidiMd^ 
or to ozidergo exidaiioi^ 
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Eyexy flash of lightning which darts across the sky, 
and every electric spark, great or small, which in any 
other form passes through the air, causes a minute 
proportion of these two gases, along the line of its 
course, to unite together and produce nitric acid. And 
as this passage of electricity through the air is frequent 
almost everywhere, and in the tropical regions is dis- 
tinctly visible nearly every day of the year, I am in- 
clined to regard this acid as a constant constituent of at- 
mospheric air. Whether it is essential or indispensable 
to the present condition of things, we have not as yet 
the means of determining ; but it has been ascer- 
tained by actual experiment that this acid is at least 
very frequently present in the air, even of European 
cotmtries, and falling rain is sometimes actually sour 
from the quantity of nitric acid it contains. This acid 
is veiy favourable to vegetable growth — and is, indeed, 
one of the substances which the falling rains and dews 
are appointed to wash out of the air, and in doing so 
to bring down to plants a valuable form of food, which 
is thus daily prepared for them among the winds of 
heaven. 

From the siuface of the earth, again, there arise 
continually into the air vapours and gases of vari- 
ous kinds. The vegetable and animal bodies which 
undergo decay in manifold circumstances, and the 
numerous substances which are burned in the air, all* 
produce chemical compounds, which, being volatile 
or gaseous, ascend and mingle with the atmosphere. 
Some of these, like ammonia and sulphuretted hydro- 
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geii, are perceptible to the smell, while others are 
altogether inappreciable by the senses. The steam* 
ing marsh also, beneath the summer's sun, sends forth 
fatal miasms which prostrate the body in fever, though 
neither the senses can perceive, nor our more refined 
chemical tests as yet detect their presence; living 
volcanoes likewise belch forth their vapours; and a 
thousand chemical operations, natural and artificial, 
pour out their fetid steams and volatile exhalations. 
All these ascend from the earth, are caught by the 
winds, wafted more or less speedily from their birth- 
place, and mingle with the general air. Tlius the 
atmosphere must contain accidental substances almost 
without end, which are not essential to its constitu- 
tion, and which rise into the aerial sea because of 
their lightness, just as liquid impurities spontaneously 
flow, or solid impurities are Wiished down by the rivers 
into the waters of the great ocean. 

Of these substances wliich thus ascend from the 
earth in the form of gas, ammonia deserves especial 
notice, because of the important function which some 
agriculttiral writers have ascribed to it in reference to 
vegetable growth. This gas, which is familiar to every 
one in the smell of common hartshorn, ♦ is formed 
during the putrefaction of animal and vegetable sub- 
stances in the presence of water and air, and is the 
principal cause of the smell which heaps of such putre- 
fying matters give off It is continually rising, there- 

* The liqtdd hertcborn of the ahops is onl^ watcu* impregneted with 
the gas aramoBia. 
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fore, into the atmosphere from many parts of the 
earth’s surface. It has consequently been found in 
very minute quantity in the air, wherever it has been 
sought for. Some, therefore, deem it an essential con- 
stituent of our air. In this respect, however, it must 
be distinguished from nitric acid, which we know to be 
produced in the atmosphere itself by purely physical 
causes, and to be altogether independent of the pre- 
vious existence of life. It is possible, as I have else- 
where shown,* that ammonia may be so produced 
also ; in which case we might not only acknowledge 
it for an essential constituent of the atmosphere, but 
<liscover in its existence, and constant reproduction 
there, a wise provision for the maintenance of vege- 
table growth. 

Further, from the ever-moving sea, the winds which 
raise it into rolling waves, and lash it into foam, sweep 
upwards the light spray, and mingle it with the rush- 
ing air. Thu.s, far inland and over high mountains, 
the salty particles are carried, and all the contents of 
sea water are mingled with the universal atmosphere. 
Hence the host of foreign substances which must float 
4U*ound us, commingled wdth those which we know to be 
absolutely necessary to the maintenance of animal and 
vegetable life, is almost inconceivable. 

The accumulation of all these foreign matters in 
the air would, in course of time, render it unwhole- 
some to animal life — perhaps unfit for the healthy 

• Lecturet on Affricufi'iral ChemUtryand second edition. 
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development even of vegetable forms. But the waters 
of heaven, as I have described, ascend and descend 
continually to wash and purify it. — ^They serve as a 
natural conservative check. 

Thus simple as the air appears, its scientific history 
as a whole is somewhat complicated. The adjustment 
of its constituents involves many interesting particu* 
lars, and the arrangements by which the constant pre- 
sence of its essential constituents is secured, both in 
kind and quantity, are very numerous ; yet we cannot 
fail to perceive both a physical beauty, and a wise 
contrivance in them all. 
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Importance of water in nature. — Composition of water.— Hydrogen 
gas ; how prepared ; the lightest of known substances, and an in- 
flammable gas ; exists in nearly all combustible substances ; is 
always converted into water when these substances are burned. — In 
water hydrogen is combined with oxygen. — What is meant by a che- 
mical combination. — Water without taste and smell ; importance of 
this. — Cooling property of water.— Relation of water to other liquids, 
—It dissolves many solid substances ; hence natural wateri never 
pure. — Quantity of mineral matter in some known river, spring, and 
•ea waters.— Composition of the solid matter in sea water ; in the 
Thames waterat Kew ; and in that of theKent Water Company.— Lime 
held in solution in water by carbonic acid.— Why calcareous waters 
inorust their channels, petrify, and deposit sediments in boilers.— Im- 
purity of spring waters in large towns, about farmhouses, and near 
graveyards.— Composition of well water from Higbgate HilL — Well 
waters in the duna of Bordeaux ; their analogy to the waters of 
Marah. — Water absorbs its own bulk of carbonic acid at all pressures. 
—How this explains the liveliness of champagne and soda-water, the 
bursting of bottles, the briskness and doadness of beer, &c.— Excess 
of oxygen in the air contained in water ; importance of this to the 
lives of fishes. — More oxygen near the surface of the sea. — ^Why air 
obtained from snow contains less oxygen. 


The water we drink is next in importance to the air 
we breathe. It forms three-fourths of the weight of 
living animals and plants, is the most abundant sub- 
stance we meet with on the face of the earth, and 
covers, to an unknown depth, at least three-fourths 
of its entire surface. 

Pure water consists of two simple or elmnentary 
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substances,* oxygen and hydrogen. The former of 
these exists also in common air, and has been described 
in the previous chapter. 

Hydrogen is a kind of air or gas which, when pure, 
is without colour, taste, or smelL It differs, however, 
from all the three gases (oxygen, nitrogen, and car- 
bonic acid) described in the preceding chapter ; firat^ 
in being the lightest of all known substances ; and, 
second^ in taking fire, and burning in the air when a 
lighted taper is brought near it 

It is readily prepared by putting a few pieces of 
metallic zinc or iron into a bottle or flask, and pour- 
ing over them a quantity of oil of vitriol (sulphuric 
acid) diluted with twice its 
weight of water. When a suf- 
ficient quantity of the gas has 
been produced to drive out the 
common air from the bottle, a 
gas jet-burner, or a bit of glass 
tube, or of a tobacco pipe thrust 
through a cork, may be put into 
the mouth of the bottle, when 
a jet of gas will issue which may 
be lighted by a taper. It bums 
with a very pale flama When 
a perfectly dry, cool, glass 
tumbler or bottle is held over 
the flame (fig. 7), dew will be 

♦ By nmpU or tlemerdary Bubutancoii, cbcmwtii understand «uch m» 
cannot by anv known means be resolve*! or split up into more than one : 
•nlpbur, phospbonu, gold, direr, iron, are example* of sueb dmple 
•ubetances. 


Fig. 7. 
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seen to condense on the inner side of the glass, which 
will gradually collect into little visible globules, and 
will finally trickle down in the 
form of drops of pure water. 
This water is formed by the 
burning of the hydrogen from 
the bottle in the oxygen of 
the air. During this burning 
it ccmihinea with the oxygen, 
and water is produced. The 
extreme lightness of the hy- 
drogen may be shown by ex- 
tinguishing the gas, and caus- 
ing it to ascend into a small 
empty balloon placed over the 
jet* (fig. 8). When the bal- 
loon is full of gas it will 
readily ascend, showing not 
only that the hydrogen is 
lighter than common air, but 
that it is so much lighter as to be able to raise 
heavy bodies through the air along with it It is to 
the lightness of this gas that we owe the power of 
travelling through the air in ordinary balloons. 

Hydrogen exists in a great many other substances 
besides water — ^in bituminous coal, in wood, in oils 
and fats, in coal gas, and in nearly all combustible 
substances ; but whenever it is completely burned in 
the air, water is formed by its union with oxygen, as 

* Such Uttle balloona, made of thin membranes, are sold by the 
opticians. 


Fig. 8. 
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in the burning of the simple jet above described. 
Thus^ in nearly all cases of combustion, water is one 
of the substances produced, though it generally rises 
into the air in the form of invisible vapour. 

Water thus formed consists of oxygen and hydro- 
gen, in the proportions by weight of — 

Percent. 

Oxygen, . ... 8 or 8S.88 

Hyclrogen, . . . 1 „ 31,11 

9 „ 100 * 

— or every 9 lb. of pure water contain 8 lb. of 
oxygen and 1 lb. of hydrogen. 

In atmospheric air, as we have seen, there are at 
least four substances present which are essential to 
its existence. But between air and water there is this 
important chemical distinction, that in the former the 
constituents are merely mixed together, while in the 
latter they are chemically conibined. When nitro- 
gen and oxygen are mixed together to form common 
air, each of them retains its gaseous form, and all 
its properties unaltered ; but when hydrogen and 
oxygen are combined to form water, they severally 
lose both their original gaseous form, and all their 
distinctive properties, both physical and chemical 
Water is not light, like hydrogen, nor will it bum 
as that gas does ; neither will bodies bum in it as 
they do so readily and brilliantly in oxygen gas. 

Now, when bodies combine chemically, they always 
form a new substance different in its properties from 
those which have been employed in producing it ; and, 
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indeed, it is one of the wonders which modem che- 
mistry has made known to us, that hydrogen, which 
bums so readily, should form so large a part of water, 
our great extinguisher of flame ; and that oxygen, so 
indispensable to animal life, should form eight-ninths 
of a liquid in which few terrestrial animals can live 
for more than three or four seconds of time. 

That water is indispensable to animal and vegetable 
life, appears both from its forming so large a propor- 
tion of the bodies of living animals and plants, and 
from some other considerations which have been 
stated in the preceding chapter. But many of the 
properties which water possesses are wonderfully con- 
ducive to our comfort, to the supply of our daily 
wants, and to the maintenance of the existing con- 
dition of things. 

1°. Thus, even the unheeded property of its free- 
dom from smell and taste is important to animal 
eopfort Sweet odours are grateful to our nostrils 
at times, and pleasant savours give a relish to our 
rarer kinds of food. But health fails in an atmo- 
sphere which is ever loaded with incense and per- 
fumes, or where the palate is daily pampered with 
high-seasoned dishes and constant sweets. The nerves 
of smell and taste do not bear patiently a constant 
irritation, and the whole body suffers when a single 
nerve is continually jarred. Hence it is that water 
and air, which have to enter so often into the animal 
body, and to penetrate to its most delicate and most 
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sensitive organs and tissues, are made so destitute of 
sensible properties that they can come and go to any 
part of the frame without being perceived. Noise- 
lessly, as it were, they glide over the most touchy 
nerves; and, so long as they are tolerably pure, they 
may make a thousand visits to the extremest parts 
of the body without producing the most momentary 
irritation or sense of pain. Externally, also, they can 
be applied to the most delicate, inflamed, or skinless 
parts of the body, not only without irritating, but 
generally with the most grateful and soothing effects. 
These negative properties, which are common both 
to air and water — though, as I have said, they are 
rarely thought of — are nevertheless most essential to 
our daily comfort 

2®. Again, water possesses a cooling property, which 
is very grateful to all living things. The priceless 
value of water in ** a dry and thirsty land " arises 
mainly from the necessity of constantly supplpng 
that which, in a dry and warm atmosphere, is con- 
stantly evaporating from the skin and the lungs. 
But in all climates water has a cooling power, which 
gives it a new value to the hot and fevered animal 
When taken into the mouth and stomach, or when 
poured over the inflamed skin, it cools more than an 
equal weight of any other liquid or solid substance 
we could apply. This arises from the circumstance^ 
that it takes more heat to give a sensible warmth to 
water than to an equal weight of any other common 
substance. Thus the same quantity of heat which is 
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reqtiired to raise the temperature of 1 lb. of water 
a single degree (from 60° to 61° for example), would 
give an equal increase of temperature to 30 lb. of 
quicksilver ; and so, again, to convert water into 
vapour, requires more heat than an equal weight of 
any other liquid we consume. Hence, when water 
evaporates from the skin, it serves as a constant 
cooler of the surface ; while the vapour, which escapes 
with the breath, cools equally the interior of the 
body. It is really very interesting to observe how 
the great capacity of liquid water for heat makes it 
so gratefully cooling as it enters the body ; and how 
its still greater capacity for heat, w^hen passing from 
the liquid state to the state of steam, enables it so 
constantly to bear away from us the germs of fever, 
as it escapes from our bodies in the form of insensible 
vapour. 

3^ But the peculiar composition of water is also 
a very important circumstance to animal and vege- 
table life. It consists of oxygen and hydrogen ; and 
all the solid parts of animals and plants contain these 
same elements in large proportion. In the dry wood 
of the tree, for example, and in the dry flesh and 
bone of the animal, both are present Now, as the 
plant and animal increase in si 2 e, oxygen and 
hydrogen are required for the formation of their 
growing parts, and water is eveiywhere at hand 
to supply these necessary ingredients. This is a 
chemical duty which no other liquid but water 
could equally perform Water, in discharging this 
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duty, is not merely the drink, as we usually call 
but is really part of the food both of animal and 
plant 

4° Further, pure water possesses the proper^ of 
mixing with some other fluids, such as alcohol (strong 
spirits) in all proportions, merely weakening or dilut- 
ing their strengtlL With others, again — as with oil 
— it refuses to mingle. Solid substances it has the 
property of dissolving; and upon this property 
depend many of the most useful purposes served 
by water, in reference both to animal and vegetable 
life. 

If a piece of sugar and a piece of glass be put 
together into a quantity of water, the former will 
di^Ive and disappear, while the latter will remain 
for any length of time in the water unaltered in form 
or in weight Water does not dissolve all bodies 
therefore. Sugar is soluble — ^glass is insoluble in this 
liquid. 

Again, if into two equal quantities of water we 
introduce loaf-sugar and common salt — the sugar 
into the one and the salt into the other — as long as 
they are respectively dissolved and disappear, we 
shall see that 1 lb. of water will dissolve perhaps 2 
lb. of sugar, forming a thick syrup, while it will 
only dissolve 5^ oz, of common salt. Thus, of those 
substances which dissolve in water, some are much 
more soluble — disappear, that is, in larger quantity 
than others do. 

In nature, water is never found perfectly pure: 
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that which descends in rain is contaminated by the 
impurities it washes out of the air ; that which rises 
in springs, by the substances it meets with in the 
earth itself. In rivers, the impurity of the water is 
frequently visible to the eye. It is often of a red 
colour as it flows through rocks of red marl which 
contain much oxide of iron in their composition ; 
it descends milky from the glaciers of Iceland and 
the slopes of the Andes, because of the white earth 
it holds in suspension ; it is often grey or brown in our 
muddiest English rivers ; it is alw^ays browm where it 
issues from boggy lakes, or runs across a peaty coun- 
try ; it is sometimes black to the eye when the quan- 
tity of vegetable matter is excessive, as in the Rio 
Negro of South America; and it is green in the Geysers 
of Iceland, in the Swiss lakes, among the islands of 
the South Sea, and around our own islands, because 
of the yellow matters which it everyw'here holds in 
suspension or solution- Only in clear and deep waters 
— like those of the Bay of Naples, and in parts of 
the Pacific, where minute objects may be seen on the 
bottom some hundreds of feet down — is the real blue 
colour natural to water, in large masses, distinctly 
perceptible.* 

But mnong the rocky and other materials which 
water meets with in and upon the earth, there are 

* This k the Uue which is seen in the asure grotto of the Isle of 
Capri, in the Bay of Naples, and in the deep, indigo-like waters of 
some parts of the Mediterranean and Adriatic seas. 
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many which it can dissolve, as it does salt and sugar, 
and the presence of which cannot be detected by the 
sense of sight Hence the clearest and brightest of 
waters — ^those of springs and transparent rivers, even 
when filtered — are never pure ; they all contain in 
solution a greater or less quantity of saline mat- 
ter, sometimes so much as to give them a decided 
taste, and to form what are hence called mineral 
waters. 

Among the purest natural waters hitherto examined 
is that of the Loka, in the north of Sweden, wliich 
flows over hard impenetrable granite and other rocks, 
upon which water produces little impression. It 
contains only sVth of a grain (0.056G) of solid mineral 
matter in the imperial galloiL Some waters in the 
granite regions of the north of Scotland, and even 
some springs which rise through tlie green-sand in 
Surrey, contain as little as 4 or 5 grains in the gallon. 
The water which is supplied to the city of Edinburgh 
contains 7 to 14 grains in the gallon,* and that of the 
Thames, near London, about 21. These are both 
comparatively pure waters, and are very good for 
general consumption. That of the river Wear, which 
supplies the city of Durham, contains 15^ grains in 
the gallon, and is still a good water for domestic use. 
That which is used in the town of Sunderland, and 
is obtained from the lower new red sandstone, con- 
tains 27 grains in the gallon. Some of the other 

* Tbiii i« 1 to 2 parta by weight in 10,000 of the waton — a gaUon of 
fmre wator at 60*^ Fahr. weighing 70,000 graini. 
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waters supplied to and used in London and its neigh- 
bourhood, and which are not derived from the Thames, 
contain, in a gallon — 

New River Company, . . . 19^ grs. in the gallon. 

East London Water-Company, . 23J ,, ,, 

Kent Water-Company, . . 29J ,, ,, 

Hampstea<l Water-Company, . 35^ to 40 ,, ,, 

Deep-bore welLs, . . . . 33 „ 38 „ „ 

Other drinking-waters contain more even than 
these. Some which are in constant use contain twice 
as much — even the waters of the holy Jordan contain 
73 grains to the gallon — ^but generally, in the waters 
of average purity \vhich are employed for domes- 
tic purposes, there are not present more than from 
20 to 30 grains of solid matter in the imperial 
gallon. 

Generally speakiiig, also, rain "water which falls in 
remote country districts is the purest ; then comes 
river water; next, the water of lakes; after these, com- 
mon spring-w aters ; and then the water of mineral 
springs. Tlie waters of the Black Sea, and the Sea 
of Azof, which are only brackish, follow next ; then 
those of the great ocean ; then those of the Medi- 
terranean, ♦ an inland sea ; and last of all come 
those of lakes which, like the Caspian Sea, the 
Dead Sea, and Lake Aral, possess no known out- 
let. All the solid matter which the rivers carry 
into the sea remains there, while the water which 

♦ Off the coast of Havre, for example, the sea water does not contain 
more than 8^ ; while in the Mediterranean it contains 3} per cent of 
saline matter. The composition or quality of this saline matter is 
nearly the same in each case* 
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brings it is continually rising again in vapour. This 
vapour, as we have seen, descends in the form of rain 
on the interior of continents, and there dissolve^ and 
thence carries down new supplies of mineral matter to 
the sea. In this way saline matter has accumulated 
in the ocean till its waters have become briny and 
bitter to the taste. In the same way, also, it has ac- 
cumulated in the Caspian and Dead seas — the more 
rapid evaporation in these parts of the world, the 
unfrequent rains, and probably the neighbourhood of 
deposits of rock-salt, having aided in making these 
inland waters so much salter than those of the great 
oceans. The waters of the great ocean, and its 
branches, contain from 2200 to 2800 grains of sa- 
line matter in the gallon ; those of the Dead Sea 
in some places 11,000; in others, as much as 21,000 
grains, or one-fourth part of their whole weight 
Those of a small lake east of the steppes of the 
Wolga, contain as much as three-fifths of their weight 
of saline matter. 

Common salt is the most abundant kind of saline 
matter which occurs in sea water; but it contains 
also the chlorides of calcium and magnesium,* and 
tsome other salts, in considerable proportion. One of 
the most recent examinations of sea water has been 
made by RiegeL His sample, taken off the coast of 
Havre, contained, in 1000 parts by weighty 314 parts 


* Cklorxn€ is % greetiisb-yellow gas, which oombinM with 
wad forma chloruUs ; bromine, a dark rod liquid, forma bromides / 
ioduu, a Umd^grey aoUd. forma iodides. 
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of solid matter (2250 grains in the gallon), consist 


ing of — 

Chloride of sodium (common salt), . . 24.632 

Chloride of potassinm, 0.307 

Chloride of calcium, 0.439 

Chloride of magnesium, .... 2.564 

Bromide of magnesium, .... 0.147 

Sulphate of lime (gypsum), . . . . 1.097 

Sulphate of magnesia * (Epsom salts), , . 2.146 

Carbonate of lime (chalk), .... 0.176 

Carbonate of magnesia, .... 0.078 


31.586 

The reader will observe that, next to common salt, 
the compounds of magnesia are most abundant in sea 
water. The same is the case with the waters of the 
Deafl Sea and other very salt lakes, and to this they 
chiefly owe their acrid bitter taste. 

Besides the substances above named, traces of 
phosphate of lime, of silica, of the oxides of iron 
and manganese, of iodine, of fluorine, and even of 
lead, copper, silver, and arsenic, have been detected 
in sea water. Indeed, we know that, being the 
common reservoir into which all soluble substances 
are washed down by the rains and rivers, we ought 
to find in the sea traces of all the soluble substances 
which are capable of existing together in the same 
solution. 

Even the spring and river waters employed for 
domestic purposes often contain a considerable variety 
of substances. Thus the water of the Thames, taken 
at Kew by the Grand Junction Water-Company, and 

♦ Sulpburic acid, or oil of vitriol, uaites with Ume, magnesia, soda. 
See., and forms sulphatts^ 
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that supplied to London by the Kent Water-Com- 
pany, contain respectively, in an imperial gallon — 

Huunes Kent 

water. W«tw*CacDp«njr. 


Carbonate of lime (chalk 

10.90 


7.02 

grs. 

Sulphate of limo (gypsum), 

8-26 


11.08 

99 

Nitrate of lime, 

trace 

ff 

0.07 


Carbonate of magnesia. 

1.17 

tf 

8.42 


Chloride of sodium (common salt). 

1.40 

f$ 

8.50 

99 

Sulphate of soda, .... 

0.18 

tf 

— 

99 

Chloride of potassium, 

— 

f9 

0.44 


Sulphate of potasli, .... 

0.61 

ft 

0.70 


Silica, ...... 

0.44 

» f 

0.76 


Iron, alumina, and phosphates. 

0.67 

ft 

trace 

99 

Organic matter, with a truce of ammonia, 

3.07 

tt 

2.61 



21.70 

99 

29.55 

99 


Lime, in combination with carbonic acid (carbo- 
nate), and with sulpliuric acid (sulphate), is the most 
abundant substance in these two waters. Indeed, it 
very often exists in large quantity, especially in spring 
waters ; and it is chiefly to the lime and magnesia 
they contain, that what are called Itard waters owe 
their property of curdling with soap. Pure waters 
are always soft ; and when a water is tolerably soft, 
it may be inferred that it does not contain any large 
proportion of lime, or magnesia. 

Waters which contain much lime are often bright 
and sparkling to the eye, and agreeably sweet to the 
taste. They generally become somewhat milky when 
boiled, and leave a sediment, which incrusts the inside 
of kettles or boilers. When strongly impregnated with 
lime, they will even deposit a calcareous coating along 
their channels as they flow in the open air, or will 
incrust^ or petrify, as it is called, any solid substances 
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which axe immersed in them. These circumstances 
are owing to the peculiar way in which the lime is 
held in solution. 

We have already seen that, if a current of carbonic 
acid be made to pass through lime-water (as in fig. 6 ), 
the transparent liquid will become at first milky, from 
the formation of carbonate of lime, w hich remains sus- 
pended in the form of a very fine powder ; but if the 
current of carbonic acid be continued, the milkiness 
will gradually disappear, the carbonate of lime will be 
re-dissolved, and the liquid will again become clear. 
The carbonate of lime is held in solution by an excess 
of carbonic acid. 

If, now, the clear solution be poured from one vessel 
to another for a number of times, it w ill gradually give 
off this excess of carbonic acid into the air, and be- 
come milky again. This is what happens when calca- 
reous springs incrust the sides of their channels, as in 
Auvergne, or at ilatlock and Knaresborough in our owrn 
country. Or if a coin or other solid substance be intro- 
duced into the solution, bubbles of carbonic acid gas will 
gradually be given off, and the substance will become 
incrusted with lime — the carbonate of lime which falls. 
This is exactly w’hat takes place in a petrifying welL 
Or if the solution be heated over the fire, the excess of 
carbonic acid is driven off, the solution becomes milky 
as before, and the whole of the lime falls in the form 
of carbonate, leaving the water nearly pure. The 
incrustation in our kettles and boilers is chiefly pro- 
duced in this latter way. Hard waters, therefore, 
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are generally made much softer and purer by boiling. 
Should much of the lime, however — as in the water 
supplied by the Kent Water-Company, above noticed 
— be in the state of gypsum, mere boiling will not alone 
soften it ; but if a little soda be added to it during 
the boiling, this will separate the lime of the gypsum 
also. 

As this solvent power of water enables it to tfike 
up many substances from the rocks and soils through 
which it passes, it often happens that, in the neigh- 
bourhood of dwellings and farmyards, and especially 
in towns, the water of wells becomes very impure, and 
even unwholesome to drink. The rains that fall upon 
the filth that accumulates in towns wash out the soluble 
substances it contains, carry them into the soil, and 
through this, hy degrees, to the wells by which the 
wants of the inhabitants are supplied. This has often 
been productive of serious and fatal disease. It shows, 
therefore, the propriety of preventing, as far as pos- 
sible, the accumulation of refuse, and, where such ac- 
cumulation is unavoidable, of placing it at the great- 
est distance from wells winch yield water for daily 
use. And, especially, it shows the necessity of bring- 
ing water from a distance for the supply of large 
citiea 

The neighbourhood of grave-yards is equally fitted, 
wiA the accumulation of town refuse, to adulterate 
water with undesirable admixturea The water of a 
wdfl which is close to the old churchyard on the top of 
Higbgate Hill, has lately been examined by Mr Noad, 
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and found to contain as much as 100 grains of solid 
matter to the gallon, consisting of — 


Nitrate of lime, .... 

40.12 grains. 

Nitrate of magnesia. 

17.06 „ 

Sulphate of potaah. 

17.04 „ 

Sulphate of soda (Glauber salts). 

9.52 „ 

Chloride of sodium (common salt). 

9.63 „ 

Chloride of calcium. 

5.91 „ 

Silica, ..... 

0.90 „ 


100.18 grains. 


This large amount of nitrates* is traced to the neigh- 
bouring grave-yard, as such compounds are generally 
produced where animal matters decay in porous soils. 
While the buried bodies were more recent, animal 
matters of a more disagreeable kind would probably 
have been found in the well, as I have myself found 
them in the water of wells situated in the neighbour- 
hood of farmyards. 

Well-waters sometimes contain vegetable substances 
also of a peculiar kind, which render them unwhole- 
some, even over large tracts of country. In sandy 
districts the decaying vegetable matters of the sur- 
face-soil are observed to sink down and form an 
ochrey pan, or thin yellow layer in the subsoil, which 
is impenious to water, and through which, therefore, 
the rains cannot pass. Being arrested by this pan, 
the rain water, while it rests upon it, dissolves a 
certain portion of the vegetable matter; and when 
collected into wells, is often dark coloured, marshy in 

* The nilraUt oocudst of nitric acid (aquafortis) combined with lime, 
magnesia, Ac. Saltpetre ia nitniU of potash, consisting of nitric acid 
combined with potaah, and so on. 
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taste and smell, and unwholesome to drink. When 
boiled, the organic matter coa^lates, and when the 
water cools separates in flocks, leaving the water 
wholesome, and nearly free from taste or smell The 
same purification takes place when the water is 
filtered tlirough charcoal, or when chips of oah wood 
are put into it These properties of being coagu- 
lated by boiling, and by the tannin of oak wood, show 
that the organic matter contained in the water is of 
an albuminous character, or resembles w’hite of egg. 
As it coagulates, it not only falls itself, but it carries 
other impurities along wdth it, and thus purifies the 
water — in the same way as the white of egg clarifies 
wines and other liquors to which it is added. 

Such is the character of the w’aters in common 
use in the Landes of the Gironde around Bordeaux,* 
and in many other sandy districts. The waters of 
rivers, and of marshy and swampy places, often contain 
a similar coagulable substance. Hence the waters of 
the Seine at Paris are clarified by introducing a 
morsel of alum, and the river and marshy waters of 
India by the use of the nuts of the Sh^chnos pota- 
torum, of which travellers often carry a supply. One 
or two of these nuts, rubbed to powder on the side 
of the earthen vessel into which the water is to be 
poured, soon causes the impurities to subside. In 
Egypt, the muddy water of the Nile is clarified by 
rubbing bitter almonds on the sides of the water- 
vessel in the same way. 

♦ F AUBf. A nnaltM de Chem* et d€ Pkyt., Soptembro 1858, p. 84. 
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In all these instances the principle of the clarifi- 
cation is the same. The albuminous matter is 
coagulated by what is added to the water, and in 
coagulating it embraces the other impurities of the 
water, and carries them down along with it 

These cases, and especially that of the sandy Landes 
of Bourdeaux, and elsewhere, throw an interesting 
light upon the history of the waters of Marah, as 
given in the fifteenth chapter of Exodus. 

*‘So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; and 
they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they 
went three days in the wilderness, and found no 
water. And when they came to Marah, they could 
not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were 
bitter; therefore the name of it was called ^Marah. 
And the people murmured against Moses, saying. 
What shall we drink ? And he cried unto the 
Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree^ which when 
he had cast into the waters, the waters were made 
sweet” * 

As in our European sandy dunes, the waters of the 
sandy wilderness may contain an albumen-like sub- 
stance which an astringent plant will coagulate. The 
discovery of such a plant among the natural vegeta- 
tion of the desert would give, therefore, the means of 
purifying and rendering it wholesome, as cuttings of 
the oak tree render salubrious the waters of the 
Landes of La Gironde. 

5”. Water, also, absorbs or dissolves different kinds of 


Exodtis, XV. 23. 
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air or gas in different proportions; and upon this pro- 
perty depend some things which are familiar to us in 
common life, and which, therefore, it may be proper 
to mention. Thus — 

First It absorbs its own bulk of carbonic acid gas 
— ^and it does so under every pressura 

The meaning of this is explained as follows. We 
take a strong, tall, glass jar (fig. 9), graduated into 
Fig. 9. five equal divisions, and provided with 

J r an air-tight piston, p. Into this jar we 

pour pure water up to the first division 
(1), fill up the jar quickly with carbonic 
L 1 4 acid, fit in the piston and shake the jar 

! , ! 3 The piston will then gradually sink one 

division (to 4) — that is, the water will dis- 
solve or absorb its owm volume of the gas, 
under the ordinary pressure of the atmo- 
sphere. But if, the arrangement being as 
before, we apply at once to the piston roil r a pres- 
sure equal to another atmosphere — 15 lb. to the 
square inch — the piston will immediately sink two 
divisions (to 3), or the gas will be compressed to half 
its bulk. If the whole be now shaken, the piston will, 
as at first, gratlually sink one division (to 2). In 
other words, the water will again absorb its own bulk 
of the gas under this increased pressure. 

Or, if we apply at once a pressure of three atmo- 
sphere — 45 lb., making, with the ordinary atmosphere^ 
four in all, or 60 lb. to the inch, which press upon it 
— the piston will sink at once three divisions (to 2), 
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reducing the gas to one-fourth of its bulk. If, now, 
the water be agitated, the piston will again gradually 
sink one division, and the whole gas will disappear 
— that is, the water will again absorb its own bulk 
of the gas at this new presstire. 

If, now, the applied pressure of 45 lb. be removed, 
the gas wiU gradually rise out of the water and force 
up the piston, till it finally rests, as in the first expe- 
riment, at the division No. 4, the water retaining 
only its own bulk of the gas at the ordinary pressure 
of one atmosphere. 

It is because of this interesting property that, 
with the aid of machinery, water can be overcharged 
with carbonic acid in the soda-water manufactories, 
and that the gas escapes with so much \’iolence 
firom a soda-water bottle when the cork is with- 
drawn. 

But the result is the same whether the carbonic 
acid be forced into the water ready prepared — as is 
done by the soda-water maker — or is formed in the 
bottle itself from substances contained in the water. 
The latter is the case in all fermenting liquors con- 
tained in bottles. The carbonic acid is gradually 
produced in the interior of the bottle during the pro- 
g^ress of the chemical chstnge we call fermentation. 
As fast as it is produced the water dissolves it, the 
pressure of the gas upon the inner surface of the bottle 
increasing at the same time. If the bottle be of 
sufficient strength, the only consequence is, that the 
cork will be forced out if not firmly tied down ; or 
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that, when the cork is withdrawn, the gas will drive 
out the liquor in its own eagerness to escape. If the 
bottle be too weak, it will be burst by the pressure, 
as often happens with soda-water; and, sometimes, 
to thousands of bottles at a time in champagne 
cellars. In other wines, and in beer and porter, 
especially when well hopped, carbonic acid is pro- 
duced in smaller quantity. But it is to the presence 
of this gas, dissolved in this way, that the latter 
liquors owe their briskness when poured from the 
bottle, and to the natural escape of the gas that 
they become flat, stale, or dead, as we call it, when 
they are exposed to the air. 

Water absorbs also the gases, oxygen and nitrogen 
— of which the atmosphere chiefly consists — ^but not in 
the precise proportions in which they exist in the air. 
We have seen that the air we breathe contains about 
21 per cent of oxygen, but in the air which we can 
extract from water it exists to the amount of 31 to 
33 per cent. This, among other purposes, is an 
adaptation to the wants of fishes, and generally of 
those marine animals vrhich extract the oxygen they 
require for the support of life, from the vrater in which 
they live. They can obtain the necessary supply of 
this gas more easily from air which contains one- 
third than from one which contains only one-fifth of 
this vital principle. If proof of this were required, 
it is found in the observation that, where circum- 
stances have been such as to deprive river water of a 
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portion of its oxygen, the fish have been found dead 
in great numbers. 

It has recently been discovered by Hayes, that the 
water of the sea contains more oxygen near its sur- 
face than at a depth of one or two hundred feet. 
This is probably connected with the comparative 
scarcity of animal life at great depths. 

This tendency of water to dissolve more oxygen, in 
proportion to the nitrogen, than exists in common air, 
explains another curious circumstance which long 
puzzled philosophers as well as ordinary people. If 
a bottle be filled quite full with snow, be well corked, 
and then put into a warm room, the snow will melt, 
and the bottle will be filled, perhaps, one-third with 
water and two-thirds with air. If this air be exa- 
mined, it will be found to contain less oxygen than 
atmospheric air — sometimes not more than 12 or 
1 4 per cent ; while atmospheric air, as we have seen, 
contains 21 per cent Hence it \vas long supposed 
that the air, always present in snow, naturally con- 
tained this small proportion of oxygen, and that 
snow, therefore, possessed some peculiar property of 
absorbing the gases of the atmosphere in this new 
proportion. But the explanation is, that the snow, in 
melting into water, bikes up a larger proportionate 
quantity of the oxygen than it does of the nitrogen of 
the air which was contained in its pores, and conse- 
quently leaves a smaller proportion behind. 

Thus the water we drink, like the air we breathe, 
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is a substance of much chemical interest. Both are 
indispensable to the existence of life ; both are mixed 
in nature with many substances not essential to their 
composition ; and both, in their most important pro- 
perties, exhibit many direct relations to the growth 
of plants and to the wants and comforts of living 
animals. 
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General origin of soiU ; natural differences in their quality ; how It 
arises. — Stratified and unstratified rocks. — Soils of the stratified 
rocks. — Improved soils where different rocks intermix. — Soils of the 
granites, traps, and lavas. — Agency of rains, winds, and vegetable 
accumulations in producing diversities of soil. — General chemical 
composition of soils. — Xlhistrations afforded by the Atlantic border of 
the Unitod States. — Some plants affect sandy soils, others clay soils, 
and yet do not always fiouriah upon them. — Cause of this. — Minute 
ohemioal oomposition of the soil ; its mineral and organic parts. — 
Chemical difference between granite and trap soils. — Dependence of 
fertility on chemical composition. — Influence of rain and moisture, and 
of the degree of warmth, on comparative fertility. — District floras 
and crops. — Influence of man in modifying geological, chemical, and 
climatic tendencies. — Progress of exhausting culture in new regions ; 
example of North America. — Reclaiming influences of human exer- 
tion ; example of Great Britain. 


In immediate importance to man, the soil he culti- 
vates is scarcely inferior to the air he breathes, or 
the water he drinks. Upon the plants which the 
soil produces he and all other animals depend for 
their daily sustenance. Hence, where the soil is 
fhiitful, animal life is abundant ; where it yields only 
sparingly, animals are few, and human inhabitants, 
as a general rule, but sparsely ^cattered. 

The soil is formed, for the most part, from the 
rooks of which the crust of the earth is composed. 

D 
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By the action of air and water these rocks crumble, 
and their surfEMse becomes covered with loose mate^ 
rials. The seeds of plants are sprinkled over them 
by the winds ; they germinate and grow up ; animals 
come to feed upon them; both plants and animals 
die ; and thus a mixture of decayed rock, with the 
remains of animals and plants, gradually overspreads 
the entire surface of the dry land. It is to this 
mixture that we apply the name of soil 

But the soil thus naturally formed differs in qua- 
lity, from various causes. The rocks which crumble 
differ in chemical composition ; their crumbled frag- 
ments are spread over the surface, and sorted by wind 
and water in different ways ; and the kind and quan- 
tity of the animal and vegetable matters they are 
mixed with differ much. Through the agency of 
these and similar causes of diversity, many varieties 
of soil are produced, which are not only unlike to 
each other in their sensible properties, but very dif- 
ferent also in tbeir agricultural value. 

If we examine with a little attention the nume- 
rous rocks we meet with in travelling over a country 
like our own, an important difference in their phy- 
sical structure will early strike ua Some are seen 
to form hills, cHfb, or mountains, which consist each 
of a angle huge lump or mass, cracked here and 
there, perhaps irregularly, but exhibiting no con- 
tinuous division into ^^stinct parts or portiona Others 
again are as clearly divided into layers or bads, 
s^nread over each other like vast flagstones of differ* 
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ent thicknesses, sometimes extending horizontally for 
distances of many miles. The following section (fig.l 0} 
exhibits these differences of physical appearance. 



The rocks marked A and B are the undivided 
masses, those marked C D are the rocks which lie in 
beda The numbers 12 3 indicate the groups into 
which the beds, when numerous on any spot, can 
usually be subdivided. 

The most ignorant of science can observe differ- 
ences of this kind — it requires only the use of the 
eyes ; and yet this difference of structure is so im- 
portant, that upon it is founded the division of all 
rocks into stratified and uivstratified. Those which 
are composed of beds or strata are called stratified, 
those in which no such partings are visible are called 
onstratified. 

The stratified rocks cover by far the largest por- 
tion of the earth’s surface. They are not always 
quite horizontal, as represented in the above section ; 
they are more often inclined, so as to dip into the 
earth at a greater or less angla Sometimes they are 
even piled against each other like flagstones placed 
on edge. The following section (fig. 11) exhibits 



theee three several modes in which the stratified rocks 
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oooar, A showing them on edge^ B dipping at a 
<x>nriderable angle, and C D E perfectly hcoizontaL 
This disposition of the jrocks» it will be seen, most 
materially affect the quality of the soil, and especially 
the extent of surface over which any particular soil 
is to be found. If the quality of the soil depend in 
any degree upon the quality of the rock, the changes 
of soil must be very frequent where the surface is 
formed of the edges only of different rocks, as is seen 
at A and B. 

These stratified rocks consist essentially of one or 
more of three different kinds of matter only : lime- 
stones, sandstones, and clays, more or less hard, form 
the substance of them all. When a lijnestone crum- 
bles, it forms a calcareous soil ; a sandstone, a sandy 
soil ; and a hard clay rock, a more or less tenacious 
clay soil Hence, these are the three leading qua- 
lities of soil known and spoken of among practical 
men. 

But many rocks do not consist altogether either of 
limestone, of sandstone, or of clay, but of a mixture 
of each in varied proportions. The crumbling of such 
rodcs, therefore, gives rise to soils of various inter- 
mediate qualities, neither calcareous, properly speak- 
ing, nor sandy nor clayey ; and these form, for the 
most part, those more open, fertile, and valuable 
loams, which the farmers of every country prefer to 
cultivate. 

Similar mixed soils are also naturally produced 
where the edges of different rooks overlap each other, 
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and mingle their mutual debris. Thus, when the 
fiagments of a rock rich in lime naturally intermix 
with one poor in this ingredient, the soil produced is 
of a much better and more useful quality than when 
the surface is formed by the fragments of one of the 
rocks only. This is illustrated in the south of England 
in many places, where the materials of the plastic day, 
the chalk, and the green-sand, meet and intermingle, 
as seen in the following section, (hg. 1 2). 

Fig. 12. 


Wheat and Barley soUe. SUIT day. 

bop land. Thin downs. Ware malt. Wheat soils. 



This woodcut represents the plastic clay as coming 
in contact with the chalk which lies below it, and 
the chalk again coming in contact with the upper 
green-sand, upon which it rests. At the first point of 
contact the heavy difficult clays change into open barley 
soils, producing a grmn which, for quality and malt- 
ing properties, is not excelled by any in the kingdom. 
And, again, at the contact of the chalk and upper 
green-sand, the mixed soil is equally celebrated for its 
crops of wheat, and for the fertility of itshop-gardena 
The unstratified rocks, again, consist chiefly of three 
varieties — the granites, the traps, and the lavaa 
These rocks also crumble more or less rapidly, and 
produce soils which, in granitic countries, are gene- 
rally poor, over trap-rocks generally rich, and upon 
decayed lava% often remarkable for fertility. In the 
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granite districts of Devonshire and Scotland we see 
the poor soils which this rock produces, and in the 
low country of Scotland, and in the north of Ireland, 
the rich soils of the trap. Italy and Sicily, and every 
other volcanic country in the Old World, exhibit in 
their soils the fertilising influence of the modem 
lavaa 

In new countries the same phenomena reappear, 
similar rocks everywhere producing similar soils. 
Thus, at the base of the famous gold-bearing moun- 
tains of Victoria, stretches “ a fertile and beautiful 
country — ^the garden of Australia Felix — the rich soil 
of which is the product of decomposed lava” * And 
for ages, probably, after the gold mines have been 
* forgotten, these rich park-like plains will continue to 
yield luxuriant harvests of golden grain to the indus- 
trious cultivator. 

But the earth's surface is varied with hill and 
valley, mountain and plain, so that the rains which 
fall are able to flow along the slopes, and to gather 
themselves into rimlets, streams, and rivers. In so 
flowing they wash out the finer and lighter particles 
from among the fragments of the crumbled rocks, 
and carry them into the valleys and plains. The 
constant repetition of this washing gradually sorts 
the fragments of each rock, spreading the finer por- 
tions on the lower ground and along the coruBes of 
rivers, and leaving on the hills and slopes the coarser 
and less easily transported materiala 

* (iwitrt€rlif Journal qf Geological SoeUtg, lx. 75. 
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Hence from the same rock dijBTeient varieties of 
soil arise. Coarse sands and gravels may overspread 
the higher ground, while fine sand, clays, or loams, 
cover the plains or valleys beneath. From a mixed 
stratified rock the clay or lime may be washed out 
and spread over the low plains, leaving only a poor 
and barren sand on the slopes above ; or from a 
decaying granite the felspar- clay may be washed 
down, leaving the hungry and unfertile quartz to 
cover the naked rock. 

In some countries, winds play a similar part. They 
lick up the fine dust as they sweep over a country, 
and carry it often far away to other regions ; or, 
rushing from the sea, they bear inland the sands of 
the shore, and cover with sandy downs or barren 
deserts soils which are naturally rich and productive 
in vegetable food. 

Thus physical causes modify the quality of the soils 
which different rocks naturally tend to produce. They 
assort or re-arrange the materials of which a rock 
consists, and they often bear to great distances, and 
spread over other rocks, the finer particles into which 
it crumbles. The so-called alluvial soils, which bor- 
der so many of our rivers, are produced by such a 
sorting, produced through the agency of water. The 
sandy downs of European countries, and many of the 
desert regions of Africa and Asia, owe their exis- 
tence to the sorting agency of the wind. 

Vegetation also has its influence. When a tree or 
humbler plant dies on a dry surface, it gradually decays. 
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and difiappeazs into the air. Let it be immeraed in 
stagnant water, and it blackens, falls to pieoeB, and 
crumbles, perhaps, but in substance long remains 
where it fell Let others grow up, die, and fall on the 
same moist spot, and the black vegetable matter will 
accumulate from year to year. In this way, where shal* 
low water rests on an impervious bottom, peat-bogs and 
other collections of vegetable matter gradually cover 
the surface. They buiy^ the fragments of the crum- 
bled rocks sometimes under a great depth of vege- 
table matter, and form those unmanageable peaty 
soils which overspread so large a portion of Scotland, 
and especially of the north and west of Ireland. 

Such are the principal natural causes of diversity 
in soila In the chemical composition of the rocks 
we recognise the fundamental or primary cause ; in 
the physical distribution of rains and winds, and in 
their mechanical action, an important secondary cause; 
and in the groTvth and accumulation of vegetable mat- 
ter, a third more special and less widely operating 
agent in the production of such diversities. 

By these agencies are formed the varieties of soil 
generally described as sandy soils, clay soils, lime- 
stone or marly soils, and peaty soils. These terms 
all indicate important chemical differences, though 
practical men have hitherto had their attention too 
little drawn to the influence which chemical composi- 
tion exercises over agricultural valua The sandy 
soil is distinguished by consisting chiefly of quartssose 
or silicious sand — another form of flint, rock-caystal. 
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or the sabstanoe which chemists call aUida; the 
limestone or marly soil, by containing much Ume> 
stone^ chalky or other variety of what chemists distin- 
guish as ea/rboruLteof lime ; the clay soils, by abound- 
ing in clay, a compound substance, consisting chiefly, 
besides silica, of a substance to which chemists give 
the name of oJummo. 

But the economical value of a soil is often naturally 
affected by physico-geological considerations, which 
are altogether independent of the chemical composi- 
tion of the rock from which it is formed. The mere 
physical character of the rock, for example, from 
which the soil is formed, often determines not only 
the kind of husbandry which can be profitably fol- 
lowed, but the class of farmers by whom the land 
is to be occupied, and even whether it can be pro- 
fitably cultivated at alL The chalk rocks present 
an illustration of thia These are in most countries 
very porous and absorbent Wells sunk into them 
yield no water, and superficial pits, to receive and 
retain the rain abater, are the main resource of the 
inhabitants. This, with the thin soils and short 
grass of our chalk downs, has long determined the 
conversion of the chalk wolds into extensive sheep- 
walka But in countries, by climate and otherwise, 
unsuited to sheep, and where the little rain that falls 
is soon licked up by the heats of summer, this use of 
the land becomes impossible, and an artificial supply 
of water becomes indispensable to the existence of 
permanent and extended cultivation. To obtain this, 
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deep wells sunk through the chalk are the only avail* 
able resource^ and this at once determines that the 
possessors must be men of large means, or at least 
that the land m\ist be worked by a class of wealthy 
cultivators. The upper portion of the state of Ala- 
bama, in North America, is in this condition. Situ- 
ated on the porous chalk, it is destitute of surface 
water, unless where the rivers pasa In a hot climate, 
its herbage is burned up in summer, so that it is un- 
suited for a pastoral husbandry. It grows some flinty 
wheat, but it is almost equally unsuited to be an ex- 
tensive producer of grain. Devoted chiefly to the 
cotton culture, it is held in large properties, and 
hundreds of deep Artesian wells already riddle the 
countiy, and }deld the needful supplies of water. 

The following section (fig. 13) of the Atlantic 
coast line of North America, from the sea to the 
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mountains, will serve to illustrate nearly all the 
points I have brought under the notice of the reader 
in the preceding part of this chapter, in reference 

* The word metamorphic here used moaDS changed or altered*Hm 
tAmy, for example, is changed when it is baked Into tUee or bricks. 
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at least to the stratified rocks. This sectioD 
shows — 

I'** How, over lai^e tracts of country, the rocks are 
seen to be at different angles of inclination ; some, 
as in the high land to the right, standing on their 
edges ; and some, as the layers of alluvial soil on the 
sea^ore, lying nearly on a level 

2®. How, over extended areas, the surface rock may 
consist chiefly of clay, as in the post-tertiary and 
alluvial deposits near the sea; of sand, as in the 
tertiary beds ; of limestone, as in the chalk marls ; 
and of mixed materials, as on the hills, where 
numerous thin beds resting on their edges rapidly 
succeed each other. 

3® How the character of the soil changes distinctly 
with the surface rock — ^being rich and productive on 
the post-tertiaries, sandy and barren on the tertiaries, 
diy and chalky on the secondary marls, useful and 
loamy on the slopes of the older mixed and metamor- 
phic rocks. 

4^ How the natural vegetation and the artificial 
produce of the soil vary in like manner ; and how 
the kind of husbandry, and we might almost say the 
social state, is determined by the character of the 
dead rocks. It is certain, at least, that the profitable 
employment of slave instead of free labour depends 
very much upon the character of the superficial rocks, 
of the soils they yield, and of the crops they can readily 
be made to grow. 

And lastly, how dismal peaty swamps disguise 



But when we come to inquire more particularlj 
into the relations between plants and soils, this ele* 
mentary chemical knowledge fails us. The same 
plants do not flouriah on all sands, on all clays, or 
on all marls equally. Why is this? Or the trees 
flourish for a while, and then die out ; or the crop for 
a few years yields remunerative returns, and then 
ceases to give a profitable harvest How are these 
cbauf^ to be explained ? The soil is as sandy, the 



wHAt canonoAL ijsjoMm says. el 

day Its and the marl as rich in lime as erer, and 
yet ihe jdanta which formeily rqoioed in the aeTeral 
aoik now tefoae to grow in them ! 

A mote minote chemical examination answers 
theae questions, and in each case suggests a remedy 
for the evil complained of. This examination shows--* 

Fir$t, That when a weighed portion of perfectly 
dried soil, of any kind on which plants are capable of 
growing, is heated to redness in the air, a part of it 
bums away, and what is left is found to have sensibly 
diminished in weight. The combustible portion 
which thus disappears consists of the animal and vege- 
table (or oiganic) matter, of which all soils contain a 
sensible quantity. In some the proportion is very 
small, as in the sandy soil on which the cinnamon 
tree grows at Colombo, in Ceylon, which contains 
only one per cent of organic matter. In others it is 
very large, as in our own peaty soils, many of which 
lose upwards of three-fourths of their weight when 
burned in the air. 

Second, That the earthy incombustible part of the 
guJl — besides the silica of the sandy soils, the alu min a 
of the clays, and the lime of the marly soils — contains 
various other substances, occasionally in large pro- 
portiona Among these, potash, soda, magnesia, oxide 
of iron, sulphuric acid, and phosphoric acid,* are the 
most important 

* Solpliitirio (M^d, 90 oftUdd from its containing siiiphnr, is tho nama 
gfvsn Iqr ohamists to oil of vitriol ; and phoiphoric acid is the white 
•nhitsiioa prodnood whan pho^horos it burned in the air. 
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In all soils upon which plants grow well and in a 
healthy manner, eveiy one of these substances exists. 
If they are altogether absent, the plant refuses to 
grow. If they are present in too small quantity, the 
plant will be stunted and unhealthy. If the same 
kind of plant be grown for too long a time in the 
same soil, one or more of these substances will become 
scarce, either absolutely, or in a form in which the 
plant can take them up ; and hence the roots will be 
unable to obtain as much of them as the health and 
growth of the plant requires. It is plain enough, 
therefore, why plants often refuse to grow even on 
the kind of soils they especially prefer, and why, 
having grown well on them for a while, they refuse 
to do 80 any longer. The soil does not contmn all 
they require for their support, and in the proper form ; 
or having once contained them all in sufficient pro- 
portions, it does so no longer. And the repaedy for 
this special evil is equally clear. Add to the soil the 
mineral ingredients which are deficient, or introduce 
them in an available form, and the plant will spring 
up with its old luxuriance. 

In like manner, that part of the soil which bums 
away — the organic part — when minutely examined, 
is found to consist of numerous different forms of 
matter. These are all included, however, in one or 
other of two groups — ^those which contain the element 
nitrogen, described in the first chapter,^ and those 
which contmn none of this element All soils in 
* Soe Ths Aia ws vaauinm. 
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whidb plants grow well, must contain and be able to 
yield to the plant a sufficiency of the substances be* 
longing to each of these groups, and especially of 
those which contain nitrogen. If they do this too 
sparingly, the plant will become sickly ; if they with- 
hold them altogether, the plant will die. 

It is with the organic as with the mineral consti- 
tuents of the soil, therefore : they may be present 
too sparingly, and thus the sand-loving plant may 
refuse to grow even in a sandy sod, or one which 
loves lime where lime abounds. It may refuse to 
grow even when all the mineral matters it requires 
are abundant in the soil, because the necessary or- 
ganic food is stUl wanting. The full remedy, there- 
fore, is obtained only when we supply to the impro- 
ductive sod the necessary organic as wed as the 
necessary inorganic or mineral matters of which it 
may stand in need. 

I may in some measure illustrate this by referring 
to a special case, common in nature, and to which I 
have already alluded in the present chapter. The 
granitic rocks, I have said, produce generally poor, 
the trap rocks, on the other hand, generally fertde 
soda To what difference in the mineral matter of 
the rocks is this economical difference in the soils 
chiefly to be ascribed ? 

If a piece of each of the two kinds of rock be sub- 
mtUed to analysis, a remarkable but almost constant 
difference is discovered in their comparative compo- 
sitiorL Besides the silica and alumina of which I 
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have already spoken as existing in clajrs, the granites 
contain a copious supply of potash and soda, with 
occasionally minute quantities of magnesia^ limO) and 
oxide of iron. .The traps, on the other hand, abound 
in all these ingredients nearly equally; and as ex« 
perience has shown that the presence of all, in sensible 
proportion, is necessary to make a soil fertile, the 
reason of the natural difference between granite and 
trap soils becomes at once apparent The one is de- 
fective, while the other abounds in the mineral consti- 
tuents of a fertile soil And the means for improving 
the granite soils become equally apparent Add, as 
a first step, the mineral substances in which granite 
is deficient, and fertility may gradually ensue. It is 
for this reason that in granite countries the application 
of lime, in some of its forms, is a favourite practice 
— one discovered to be remunerative long before 
chemistry had shown the reason why. 

Although, therefore, the first use of the soil in re- 
ference to the general vegetation of the globe is to 
afford to plants a firm anchorage, so to speak, for 
their roots — and although the growth of many useful 
plants seems at first sight to be dependent on the 
rude and general question only, as to whether the 
soil they occupy bo a sand, a clay, or a calcareous 
marl, — ^yet a minute chemical examination shows that 
their usefulness to plants is in reality dependent 
upon the presence of a large number of chemical sub- 
stances, both of mineral and of oiganio origin. If 
these are present any plants will grow upon them 
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that are suited to their mechanical texture, and 
to the climate of the place. If they are absent, 
whatever be the texture of the soil, and whatever 
the climate, the plant will languish, and die. And 
the whole art of manuring consists in adding to 
the soil those things in which it is deficient — at the 
right time, in a proper chemical condition, and in the 
requisite proportions. What services, chemical and 
physiological, the several constituents of the fertile 
soil really render to the plant that grov/s upon it, 
will appear in the succeeding chapter. 

But suppose all the necessary chemical adjustments 
to be made — the composition of the soil, that is, to 
be such as is usually attendant upon fertility — ^physi- 
cal conditions and agencies often intervene to falsify 
the predictions of chemistry. Thus, the fall of rain 
may be too small to keep the land in that condition 
of moisture which is required for the growth of plants. 
Hence the wide and naked deserts which extend over 
the rainless regions of the earth’s surface. What- 
ever be the chemical composition of the soil in these 
regions, vegetation is impossible, and the labour of 
man, except he bring in water, almost in vain. Or 
the surface of a country may be so flat that the rains 
which descend upon it can find no outlet. They 
stagnate, therefore, and render it unpropitious to the 
cultivator, so that fertility cannot show itself, what- 
ever the soil may contain, unless an ea^ escape for 
the superfluous water be first provided. Or the rains 
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may fall unseasonably, as they do in Iceland, where 
they appear in the autumn, when the barley should 
be ripening, in far too copious idiowers to permit even 
this hardiest of grain crops to be cultivated with 
profit in the island. 

So the thermal conditions of a region may interfere 
with its fertility. Abstract chemistry says, “ Let the 
soil contain the necessary constituents, and any crop 
will grow upon it.” But physiology modifies this 
broad statement, by showing, first, that whatever be 
the chemical composition of the soil, it must possess 
a certain physical texture before this or that plant 
will grow well upon it. That which naturally affects 
a clay soil will not grow well upon a sand ; so one 
which delights in a blowing sand will languish in a 
moorish peat, however rich in chemical ingredients 
it may be. And, second, that the temperature or 
warmth of a place determines equally whether its 
naturally rich soils shall grow this crop or that Up- 
on the combined influences, in fact, of moisture and 
warmth, which make up what we call climate, de 
pend in a great degree the varied floras and cultivated 
crops of the different regions of the globe. Thou- 
sands of plants, which beneath the tropics produce 
abundantly, wrill in the same soil scarcely expand a 
flower when placed beneath an arctic sky. 

However important, therefore, the geological origin 
of a soil and its chemical composition may be, where 
climate is favourable, neither are able to effect any- 
thing in the way of rairing food for man, wh&ee a 



IKFLUENCB OF KAN. 


67 


duly attempered moisture and warmth are want- 
iug. 

But man also exercises an influence on the soil, 
which is worthy of attentive study. He lands in a 
new country, and fertility everywhere surrounds him. 
The herbage waves thick and high, and the massive 
trees raise their proud stems loftily towards the sky. 
He clears a farm from the wilderness, and ample re- 
turns of com pay him yearly for his simple laboura 
He ploughs, he sows, he reaps, and from her seem- 
ingly exhaustless bosom the earth gives back abun- 
dant harvests. But at length a change appears, creep- 
ing slowly over and gradually dimming the smiling 
landscape. The com is first less beautiful, then less 
abundant, and at last it appears to die altogether be- 
neath the resistless scourge of an unknown insect, or 
a parasitic fungus.* He forsakes, therefore, his long- 
cultivated farm, and hews out another from the native 
forest. But the same early plenty is followed by the 
same vexatious disasters. His neighbours partake of 
the same experience. They advance like a devour- 
ing tide against the verdant woods. They trample 
them beneath their advancing culture The axe 
levels its yearly prey, and generation after generation 
proceeds in the same direction — a wall of green forests 
on the horizon before them, a half desert and naked 
region behind. 

* In New Fogland and the British provinces of North Amsrioa the 
wheat is overwhelmed by the Jly ; in New Jenoy and Maryland, the 
wide peaoh-oTohards by the (orvr, and a mysterious disease called the 
ytilom i and in Alabama the cotton plant by the nuU 
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Such is the history of colooial culture in our own 
epoch ; such is the vegetable history of the march 
of European cultivation over the entire continent of 
America. From the shores of the Atlantic, the un* 
rified soil retreated first to the Alleghanies and the 
shores of the great lakes. These are now overpast^ and 
the reckless plunderer, axe in hand, scarcely retarded 
by the rich banks of the Mississippi and its tributary 
waters, is hewing his w^ay forward to the Rocky 
Mountains and the eastern slopes of the Andes. No 
matter what the geological origin of the soil may be, 
or what its chemical composition ; no matter how 
warmth and moisture may favour it, or what the 
staple crop it has patiently yielded from year to year, 
the same inevital^le fate overtakes it The influence 
of long-continued human action overcomes the ten- 
dencies of all natiual causes. 

I need scarcely refer, as special examples of this 
fact, to the tracts of abandoned land which are still 
to be seen along the Atlantic borders of Virginia and 
the Carolinas. It is more interesting to us to look at 
those parts of America which lie farther towards the 
north, and which, in moiies of culture and kinds of 
produce, more nearly resemble our own. 

The flat lands which skirt the lower St Lawrence, 
and which near Montreal stretch into wide plains, 
were celebrated as the granary of America in the 
times of the French dominion. Fertile in wheat, 
they yielded for many years a large surplus for ex- 
portation ; now they grow less of this grain than is 
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required for the consumption of their own population. 
The oat and the potato have taken the place of 
wheat as the staples of Lower Canadian culture, and 
as the daily sustenance of those who live on the pro- 
duce of their own farms. 

So, in New England, the cultivation of wheat has 
gradually become unprofitable. The tiller of the 
worn-out soils of this part of the United States can- 
not compete with the cultivator of the fresh land 
yearly won by the axe and the plough from the 
western wilderness, and he is fain to betake himself 
to the raising of other cropa The peculiarly wheat- 
producing zone is yearly shifting itself more com- 
pletely towards the west. This has long been evident 
to the careful observer, and to the collector of statis- 
tical data. I brought it distinctly before the public 
in my work on North America.* And a striking 
proof of the correctness of my views is afforded by 
the subsequent returns of the United States census 
of 1850. From these it appears that, while the pro- 
duce of wheat in the New England States in 1840 
amounted to 2,014,000 bushels, it was reduced in 
1850 to 1,078,000 bushela So rapidly, even now, is 
the influence of human agency on the natural ten- 
dencies of the soil, continuing in these countries to 
manifest itself. 

But the influence of man upon the productions of 
the soil is exhibited also in other and more satis- 
factory results. The improver takes the place of the 

* on yorth AfMrica, voL i, chap, xiii. 
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exhauster, and follows his footsteps on these i^me 
altered landa Over the sandy, forsidcen tracts of 
Tiiginia and the Carolinas he spreads large applica* 
tions of shelly marl, and herbage soon covers it again, 
and profitable crops. Or he strews on it thinner 
sowings of gypsnm, and as if by magic the yield of 
previous years is doubled or quadrupled.* Or he 
gathers the droppings of his cattle and the fermented 
produce of his bam)^ard, and lays it upon his fields — 
when, lot the wheat comes up luxuriantly again, and 
the midge, and the rust, and the yellows, all disap- 
pear from his wheat, his cotton, and his peach trees ^ 
But the renovator marches much slower than the 
exhauster. His materials are collected at the expense 
of both time and money, and barrenness ensues from 
the easy labours of the one frr more rapidly than 
green herbage can be made to cover it again by the 
most skilful, zealous, and assiduous labours of the 
other. But nevertheless, among energetic nations, 
this second tide follows inevitably upon the first, as 
they advance in age, in wealth, and in civilisation. 
Though long mismanagement has, in a minor sense, 
desolated large portions of north-eastern America, a 
new fringe of verdant fields has already begun to 
follow towards the west, though at a long interval, 
the fast*retiring green belt of the virgin foresta A 
race of new cultivators, taught to treat the soil more 

* For ozamploo of both thooo reeults, neo the JBaay on. Calcaretnii 
Ma%uru, by Edward Rufi&n, the publication of whioh In Virginiii, 
In 188^ marloi an epoch in the agricultural biitoiy of the dam statee 
of North America. 
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skilfully, to give their due weight to its geological 
origin, to its chemical history, to the conditious of 
climate by which it is affected, and to the reckless 
usage to which it has so long been subjected — ^this 
new race may — wiU, I hope, in time — bring back the 
whole region to more than its original productiveness. 
Both the inherited energy of the whole people, and 
the efforts which State agricultural societies, and 
numerous zealous and patriotic individuals in each 
State are now making, justify us in believing that 
such a race of instructed men will gradually spread 
itself over the rural districts in every part of the 
Union The previous success of the mother country 
guarantees a similar successful result to their kindred 
exertions. 

For we have not to go far back in the agricultural 
history of Great Britain to find a state of things not 
much differing from the present condition of the 
land in North America. We require to turn aside 
but a short way from the high-road, in some districts 
of England, still to find in living operation nearly all 
the defects and vices of the present American system 
of farming.* A century and a half has, I may say, 
changed the whole surface of our island. But what 
labour has been expended, what wealth buried in the 
soil, what thought lavished in devising means for its 
recoveiy from long-inflicted sterility ! Commerce 
has brought in from all parts of the world new 

* Sae, for itMtanoe, tho state of Arming in Lancashire, as described 
In Uie Jkoyal AgrtcuUural Journal, vol. x. part 1. 
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chemical riches, to replace those which a hundred 
previous generations had permitted rains and rivers 
to wash out of the soil, or to carry away to the sea. 
Mechanical skill has given us the means of tilling 
the surface economically, of bringing up virgin soils 
from beneath, and of lajdng dry that which over- 
abundant water had prevented our forefathers from 
utterly impoverishing j and scientific investigation 
has taught us how best to apply all these new means 
to the attainment of the desired end. 

It may be said, with truth, that Ghreat Britain at 
this moment presents a striking illustration of the 
influence of man in increasing the productiveness of 
the soiL This example guarantees, as I have said, 
the success of similar operations in the United States 
of America and in our British colonies ; while the 
now advanced condition, especially of our chemical 
knowledge, both in regard to the soil which is to be 
cultivated and to the plants we wish to grow, in- 
sures a far more easy and certain advance to the 
process of restoration in these countries than in past 
times could take place among ourselves ; less waste 
of time and money in ill-adjudged experiments, and 
less cost of labour in all the necessary operations of 
husbandry. 
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A perfoct plant, what. — Effects of heat upon it. — Contains carbon, water, 
azKi mineral matter. — Kelations of the plant to the air. — Structure of 
the leaf. — Its pores absorb carbonic acid, and give off oxygen gas. 
— Kelations to water. — Structure of the root. — Purposes served by 
water. — Relations to the soil. — Plants affect peaty, sandy, loamy, or 
clay soils. — Effects of the drain, of lime, or of manure. — The art of 
manuring. — How the colours of flowers may bo changed. — Effect of 
culture upon wild plants. — The carrot, the cabbage, the turnip. — 
Garden fruits, flowers, and vegetables. — Origin of wheat and its 
varieties. — How these changes aro produced. — Plants which foDow 
the footsteps of man ; why they follow him. — Rapidity of growth in 
favourable circumstances. — The ycjist plant in grape juice. — Manu- 
facture of dry yoast. — Chemical changes witliin the plant. — Produc- 
tion of numerous peculiar substances— medicines, perfumes, and 
things useful in the arts. — Tho green of the leaf, and the poison of 
the nettle. — The covering of the ripe i>otato, apple, and young twig. 
— General purposes served by vegetation.— It adorns the landscape. — 
In relation to dead nature, it purifies tlio atmosphere, produces veg^ 
table mould, and forms deposits of combustible matter. — In relation 
to living animals, it supplies subsidiary luxuries and comforts, but 
its main use is to food thorn. — Numerous interesting chemical in- 
quiries su^ested by tho natural diversities and different effects of 
Uxe vegetable food consumed by herbivorous and omnivorous races. 

A FAMILIARITT with Uie chemical relations of the 
plant we rear makes still more apparent the relations 
of chemistry to the soil we cultivate, 

A perfect plant consists essentially of two parts — 
the stem and the leaf. The root is an undergroimd 
extension of the stem^ as the bark is a downward pro* 
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longatdon of the leaf The several parts of the 
flower, also, are only changed leaves. 

When any part of a plant is heated in a dose 
vessel, it gives off water, vinegar, and tarxy matters, 
and leaves behind a black bulky coaly mass, known by 
the name of wood charcoal ; or if billets of wood be 
heaped up in the open air, covered carefully over with 
sods, and eviother-humed, as it is called, with little 
access of air, the tar and other matters escape into 
the atmosphere, while the charcoal remains undis- 
sipated beneath the sod. This charcoal is an impure 
form of carbon. The manufacturer of wood-vinegar 
collects the volatile substances as the more impor- 
tant products. The charcoal-burner allows them to 
escape, the black residue being the object of his pro* 
cess. Both experiments, however, are the same in 
substance, and both pro^ e that carbon and water form 
laige parts of the weight of all plants. 

If a piece of wood charcoal be burned in the air 
it gradually disappears; but 
when all combustion has 
ceased, there remains behind 
a small proportion of ash. 
The same is seen if a portion 
taken from any part of a liv- 
ing plant be burned in the air. 
Even a bit of straw kindled in 
the flame of a candle (fig 14 ), 
and allowed to bum, will leave 
a sensible quantity of ash behind. All plants there* 


Fig. 14. 
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fore> aad all parts of plants, besides water and carbon, 
contain also a sensible proportion of mineral inor- 
ganic matter which is incombustible, and which re- 
mains unconsomed when they are burned in the air. 

The carbon of the plant is chiefly derived from 
the air, the water and the mineral matter chiefly 
from the soil in which it grows. Thus the plant we 
rear has close chemical relations with the air we 
breathe, with the water we drink, and with the soil 
we cultivate. I shall briefly illustrate these several 
relations in their order. 

First The plant is in contact with the air, through 
its leaves and its bark. The surface of the leaf is 
studded over with numerous minute pores or mouths 
(stomocto), through which gases and watery vapour 
are continually entering or escaping, so long as the 
plant livea In the daytime they give off oxygen 
and absorb carbonic acid gas. During the night this 
process is reversed — they then absorb oxygen and 
give off carbonic acid. 

We have already seen that carbonic acid consists of 
carbon and oxygen.* It is from the large excess of this 
gas which plants absorb during the day that the greater 
part of the carl)on they contain is usually derived. 

The number and activity of the little mouths which 
stud the leaf are veiy wonderful On a single square 
inch of the leaf of the common lilac as many as 
120,000 have been counted; and the rapidity with 
whidi they act is so great, that a thin current of air 
• SoeTaa axb ws bssatbi. 
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passixig over the leaves of an activdy-growjbg plant 
is almost immediately deprived by them of the car- 
bonic acid it containa 

The gas thus absorbed enters into the circulation 
of the plant, and there undergoes a series of chemical 
changes which it is very difficult to follow. The re- 
sult, however, we know to be, that its carbon is con- 
verted into starch, woody fibre, &c., to build up the 
plant, while its oxygen is ^ven off to maintain the 
purity of the air. 

These pores of the leaf absorb also other gaseous 
substances in smaller quantity — such as ammonia^ 
when it happens to approach them ; and especially 
they absorb watery vapour, when previous heat or 
drought has dried the plant, and made the leaves 
droop soft and flaccid. Hence the natural rain 
enlivens and invigorates the herbage, and the arti- 
ficial shower gives new life to the tenants of the con- 
servatory. The falling water not only supplies their 
want of fluid, but it washes also the dusty surface of 
the leaves, and clears their many mouths, so that 
with fresh vigour they can suck in new nourishment 
from the surrounding air. 

The green bark of the young twig is perforated 
with pores like the green leaf, and acts upon the air 
in a similar way ; but as it hardens and gets old the 
pores become obliterated, and it ceases to aid the 
leaves in absorbing carbonic acid, or in giving off 
oxygen to the atmosphere. 

Second. The water which fills the vessels of the 
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plants lliough partly derived from the air in eeasons 
of droughty and drunk in by the leaves from the 
dews and falling showers, is principally sucked up by 
the roots from the earth in which it grows. These 
roots, as I have said, are only downward expansions 
of the stem. At the surface of the ground they ex- 
hibit a bark without and a pith within the woody 
portion. But as they descend, these several parts 
disappear, and graduate into a porous, uniform, spongy 
mass, which forms the ends of the fibry rootlets. 
Upon the surface of these rootlets the microscope 
enables us to perceive numerous minute hairs which, 
like hollow horns, thrust themselves laterally among 
the particles of the soil Through these hollow hairs, 
as it is believed, the plant draws from the earth the 
supplies of water it constantly requires, and which in 
droughty weather it so copiously pours out from its 
leaves into the air. 

How interesting it is to reBect on the minuteness 
of the organs by which the largest plants are fed and 
sustained. Microscopic apertures in the leaf suck in 
gaseous food from the air ; the extremities of micro- 
scopic hairs suck a liquid food from the soiL We 
are accustomed to admire, with natural and just 
astonishment^ how huge rocky reefs, hundreds of 
miles in length, can be built up by the conjoined 
labours of myriads of minute insects labouring to- 
gether on the surface of a coml rock ; but it is not less 
wonderful that, by the ceaseless working of similar 
microBOopic agencies in leaf and root, the substance 
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of vEst forests diould be built up, and made to grow 
before our eyes. It is more wonderful, in fact ; for 
whereas in the one case dead matter extracted fiom 
the sea is transformed only into a dead rock, in the 
other the lifeless matters of the earth and air are con- 
verted by these minute plant-builders into living form% 
lifting their heads aloft to the sky, waving with every 
wind that blows, and beautifying whole continents with 
the varying verdure of their ever-changing leaves. 

The water which the roots absorb, after it has 
entered the plant, serves many important physiologi- 
cal and chemical purposes. It fills up mechanically 
and distends the niimerous vessels; it mechanically 
dissolves, and carries with it, as it ascends and de- 
scends, the various substances which are contained 
in the sap ; it moistens and gives flexibility to all 
the parts of the plant, and, by evaporation from the 
leaves, keeps it comparatively cool, even in the sun- 
niest weather But its chemical agencies, though 
less immediately sensible, are equally important It 
combines with the carbon, which the leaf brings in 
from the air, and forms woody fibre, starch, and gum 
— ^all of which consist of carbon and water only ; it 
serves as a constant and ready storehouse, also, for 
the supply of oxygen and hydrogen which are re- 
quired, now here and now there, for the formation of 
the numerous different substances which, in smalls 
quantity than starch or woody fibre, are met with in 
tlie different parts of the plant Thousands of che- 
mical changes are every instant going witibin the 
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sah^anoe of a large and quickly-growing tree, and in 
nearly all these the constituent elements of water — 
its oxygen and hydrogen — ^play a constant part The 
explanation of these, though yet very imperfectly 
studied, fills up already a large division of our 
modem treatises on organic chemistry. 

Third. To the soil the plant is perceived, even 
by the least instructed, to have the closest relations. 
To the most instructed these relations every day ap- 
pear more interesting and wonderfuL 

I have already adverted, in the preceding chapter, 
to what may be called the physiological habits of 
plants, which incline them to grow upon soils which 
are more or less wet, more or less sandy and porous, 
and more or less heavy in the agricultural sense. 
Owing to these habits, every variety of soil, in every 
dimate, supports its own vegetable tribes. Thus, of 
the five thousand fiowering plants of central Europe, 
only three hundred grow on peaty soils, and these are 
chiefly rushes and sedges. In the native forests of 
northern Europe and America, the unlettered explorer 
hails the gleam of the broad-leaved trees glittering in 
the sun, amid the ocean of solemn pines, as a symptom 
of good land on which he may profitably settle. And 
so the rudest peasant at home knows that wheat and 
beans affect clay soils, — the humblest north German, 
that rye alone and the potato are suited to his blowing 
sands, — ^and the Chinese peasant, that warm sloping 
banks of light land are fittest for his tea plant, and 
wet* impervious clays for his rice. Even the 
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slave of Alabama is aware that dry open aUuviais, 
and porous uplands, suit best the cotton he is forced 
to cultivate ; and the still more degraded slave of 
Pernambuco, that the cocoa grows only on the sandy 
soils of the coast — just as in his native West Africa 
the oil-palms flourish on the moist sea-sands that 
skirt the shore, and the mangroves, where muddy 
shallows are daily deserted by the retiring tide. 

But these relations of plants become more con- 
spicuous when we examine somewhat closely the 
influence of artiflcial changes in the soil upon the 
kind, the gro^lh, and the character or appearance 
of the plants which spring up or are sown upon it. 

Thus, when a peaty soil is drained, the heaths dis- 
appear, and a soft woolly grass {Uolcua laifuUvs) over- 
spreads its surface. A wet clay is laid dry, and the 
rushes and water-loving plants are succeeded by sweet 
and nutritious herbage. Lime is applied, and sorrel 
and sour grasses are banished from the old pasture ; 
and com then ripens and fills the ear where formerly 
it languished and yielded scanty returns of unhealthy 
grain. Crushed bones are strewed over a meadow, 
and abundant milk and cheese show how the eatage 
of cattle has been improved — or they are drilled into 
the ploughed land, and luxuriant root-crops exhibit 
tbeir ameliorating effect Or guano, or the droppings 
of cattle, or the liquid of the farmyard, or nitrale of 
soda, are spread upon the scanty pasture, and straight- 
way the humble daisy and the worthless moss — qrtn* 
bols of poverty— -disappear, and rejoicing crops of most 
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fragrant hay prove the cbse connection of the plant 
with the soil on which it grows. 

The plant derives, as I have elsewhere said, the 
whole of its mineral matter from the soil, and an im- 
portant portion also of that which forms its combus- 
tible part A naturally fertile soil contains all these 
things in sufficient abundance, and can readily sup- 
ply them to the craving roots. The waters which 
moisten the soil dissolve them, and the minute hairs 
I have spoken of suck them up, and send them 
through the roots and stem to the several parts of 
the plant The aii; of manuring merely supplies to 
the soil those necessary forms of vegetable food in 
which it is deficient ; and the effects which follow 
from the addition of manures show how closely the 
welfare of the plant is connected with the chemical 
composition of the soil. The raw materials also, 
which it takes up by the root, like those which enter 
by the leaf, undergo within the plant numerous suc- 
cessive chemical changes, by which they are converted 
into the substance of the plant itself, and are fitted 
for those after purposes, in reference to animal life, 
which, in the economy of nature, the plant fulfils. 

Among the pleasing proofs of such chemical 
changes taking place within the plant, I may men- 
tion the effects upon the colour of their flowers, 
which follow from the application of certain sub- 
stances to the roots of plants. Charcoal powder 
darkens and enriches the flowers of the dahlia, the 
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rose, the petunia, &c. ; carbonate of 8oda reddens 
ornamental hyacinths, and super-phosphate of soda 
alters in various ways the hue or bloom of other 
cultivated planta As the dyer prepares the che- 
mical ingredients of the baths into which his stuffs 
are to be dipped, and varies the one with the colour 
he is to give to the other — so within the plant the 
substances applied to the root are chemically pre- 
pared and mixed, so as to produce the new colour 
imparted by their means to the petals of the flower. 

But such effects of chemical art are far inferior 
both in interest and importance to those which pro- 
tracted nursing have produced upon our commonly 
cultivated plants. The large and juicy Altringham 
carrot is only the woody spindly root of the wild 
carrot (Dane as carota) luxuriously fed. Our cab- 
bages, cauliflowers, Kohl-rabis, and turnips, in all 
their varieties, spring from one or more species of 
Brassica, which in their natural state have poor woody 
bitter stems and leaves, and useless spindle-shaped 
roots- Our cultivated potato, with all its varieties, 
springs from the tiny and bitter root of the wild potato, 
which has its native home on the sea-shores of Chili; 
and our apples, plums, grapes, and other prized fhiits, 
from well-known wild and little-esteemed progenitors. 
Our gardens are full of such vegetable transformations* 

It is so also with our com planta. On the French 
and Italian shores of the Mediterranean grows a wild 
neglected grass known by the name of A^^opa 
Transplanted to the garden or to the field, and dif- 
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ferently fed, its seed enlarges, and, after a few years' 
cultivation, changes into perfect and productive 
wheat From other plants originally wild like this, 
though as yet unknown, have come our oats and 
barley, and rye and maize, in all their varieties, as 
well as the numerous forma of the Eastern durrha, 
rice and millet, and of the less known quinoa of 
Upper ChUi and Peru. It is the new chemical con- 
ditions in which the plants are placed, which cause 
the more abimdant introduction of certain forms of 
food into their circulation, and the more full develop- 
ment, in consequence, either of the whole plant, or of 
some of its more useful parts. 

It is with unconscious reference to these improved 
conditions that certain wild and useless plants attach 
themselves to and appear affectionately to linger in 
the footsteps of man. They follow him in his migra- 
tions from place to place — advance with him, like 
the creeping and sow thistles, as he hews his way 
through primeval forests — reappear constantly on 
his manure-heaps — spring up, like the common dock, 
about his stables and barns — occupy, like the com- 
mon plaintain, the road-sides and ditches he makes — 
or linger, like the nettle, over the unseen ruins of his 
dwelling, to mark where his abode has formerly been. 
Thus, with the European settler, European weeds in 
hundreds have spread over all Northern America,^ 
and are already recognised as familiar things, speak- 
ing to them of a far-off home, by the emigrants now 
* S«e the author’s A'btet on North America, vot i. p. 209. 
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laaiding in thousands on the shores of Australia and 
New Zealand. We cannot say that all these have 
followed the European. Many of them have only 
accompanied him, and, like himself, taken root in 
what has proved a favourable soil. But those which 
ding closest to his footsteps, which go only where he 
goes — which, like his cat or his dog, are in a sense 
domesticated — these attend upon him, because near 
his dwelling the appropriate chemical food is found, 
which best minister to the wants of their growing 
parta 

How singularly dependent the plant is upon the 
chemical nature of the medium in which it is placed, 
is beautifully illustrated by the manner in which the 
humblest fonns of vegetation are seen to grow and 
propagate. The yea.st with which we raise our bread 
is a minute plant belonging to the division of the 
Confervae. If we make a thick syrup of cane-sugar, 
and strew a few particles of this yeast upon it, they 
will begin to grow and propagate, Avill cause minute 
bubbles of gas to rise, and the whole syrup gradually 
to ferment But if, instead of a syrup of sugar, we 
take a thick solution of gum, the yeast will produce 
no sensible effect ; it v/ill neither propagate nor cause 
a fermentation. In the one case the minute plant has 
met with a somewhat congenial food ; in the other 
it has found nothing on which it can live and grow. 

But in the juice of ripe grapes it has a more 
favourable medium still. “If we filter this juice, we 
obtain a dear transparent liquid. Within half an 
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hour this liquid begins to grow, first cloudy, and 
afterwards thick, to give off bubbles of gas, or to fer- 
ment, and in three hours a greyish-yellow layer of 
yeast has already collected on its surface. In the 
heat of the fermentation the plants are produced by 
millions^-a single cubic inch of such yeast, free from 

adhering water, con- 
taining eleven hun- 
dred and fifty-two 
millions of the minute 
organisms.” The an- 
nexed woodcut (fig. 
15) shows the appear- 
ance of the yeast 
plant, as seen under 
the microscope when 
the propagation is in 
full activity, as sketched by Tui*pin. The cells or glo- 
bules vary in size from 7,^0 to of an English inch. 

The juice of the grape thus readily propagates 
the seeds of yeast which accidentally reach, or are na- 
turally present in it, because it contains the food 
which, in kind, in fonn, and in quantity, is best suited 
to its rapid growth.* 

• Whence come the seeds of this yeast plant, wliich propagates itself 
with such wonderful rapidity t Do they exist already in the juice of the 
Hving grape ? Do they cling to the exte rior of the fruit, and only become 
mixed with the juice when it is in the wine press, or do they float perpe- 
tually in the air, ready to germinate and multiply wherever they obtain 
a fiaivQurable opportunity! "Whichover way they come, it would be too 
slow a process to wait for the natural appearance of these plants in the 
worts of the Imswer and distiller. In these manufactories, therefore, 


Fig. 15. 



VetkMt in wort for eight hours, showing — 
The trans|»ar«?ncy of the yctist culls 
The granules or nuclei iu'thvir interior. 
How thi.y gcrniiimtc untl multii'ly. 

How they unite luto jointed tilaiu'ents. 
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And so it is with larger plants in the soil They 
grow well and healthily, if it contain the food in 
which they delight They droop if such food is 
absent, and again burst into joyful life when we sup- 
ply by art those necessary ingredients in which the 
soil is deficient 

But the special chemical changes that go on within 
the plant, could we follow them, would appear not 
less wonderful than the rapid production of entire 
microscopic vegetables from the raw food contained 
in the juice of the grape. It is as yet altogether 
incomprehensible, even to the most refined physiolo- 
gical chemistry, how, from the same food taken in 
from the air, and from generally similar food drawn 

It ia cturtoinnry to add a little yeast to the liquor as soon as ft is oonn- 
dered ready for the fermentation. Then, as in the case of the 
the growth and propagation of the plant proceed with astonishing 
rapidity, and largo quantities of ycniit are produced. This yeast in 
many distilleries forms an I ^-product of the manufactory, 

and is collected and sold under the name of dty' yeast, for the use of 
the private brewer and the baker. When this is dono, the process 
adopted is nearly as follows : Crusho^l rye is mashed with the proper 
qi^tantity of barley malt, and the wort, when made, coolotl to the proper 
temperature. For every hundred pounds of the crushed grain, there 
are now added half a pound of carbonate of soda, and six ounces of oil 
of vitriol (sulphuric acid) diluted with much water, and the wort is 
then brought into fertnentation by the addition of yeast. From the 
strongly-fermenting liquid the yeast is skimmed off, and strained 
through a hair sieve into cold water, through which it is allowed to 
settle. It is afterwards washed with one or two waters, and finally 
prcMsed in cloth biigs till it has the consistence of dough. It hl^l « 
pl«ssant fruity ffimelL, and in a cool place may be kept for two or three 
weeks. It then passes into a putrefying decomposition, acquiree the 
odour of decaying cheese, and, like decaying cheese, has now the pro* 
party of chen^ng sugar into lactic acid, instead of into alcohol, ae 
before, A hundred pounds of crushed grain will yield six to 
pounds of the pressed yeast. It is made largely at Rotterdam, and Is 
imported thenoe to this country through HuU. 
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up from the soil, different plants, and different parts 
of plants, should be able to extract or produce sub- 
stances so very different from each other in com- 
position and in all their properties From the seed- 
vessels of one (the poppy), we collect a juice which 
dries up into our commercial opium ; from the bark 
of another (cinchona) we extract the quinine with 
which we assuage the raging fever ; from the leaves 
of others, like those of hemlock and tobacco, we 
distil deadly poisons, often of rare value for their 
medicinal uses. The flowers and leaves and seeds 
of some yield volatile oils, which we delight in for 
their odours and their aromatic qualities ; the seeds 
of others give fixed oils, which are prized for the 
table or for use in the arts. The wood of some is 
rich in Valuable dyes, while from that of others 
exude turpentines and resins of varied degrees of 
worth — from the cheap rosin of the tinsmith and soap- 
maker to the costlier myrrh and aloes and benzoin 
which millions still bum, as acceptable incense, before 
the altars of their gods. 

'These, and a thousand other similar facts, tell us how 
wonderfully varied are the changes which the same 
original forms of matter undergo in the interior of 
living plants. Indeed, whether we regard the vege- 
table as a whole or examine its minutest parts, we 
find equal evidence of the same diversity of changes, 
and of the same production, in comparatively minute 
quantities, of very different, yet often very charac- 
teristic forms of matter. 
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Thus, looking at a large tree as a whole, we are 
charmed with the brilliant green foliage which in- 
vests it when summer has 
come, and to which the land- 
scape owes half its charms. 
Yet chemistry tells us that 
all this effect of colour is 
produced by the fraction of 
an ounce of colouring matter 
distributed evenly over its 
thousands of leaves I Or 
taking up the leaf of a net- 
tle, and picking off one of 
its minute stinging prickles, 
chemistry, by the aid of the 
microscope, assures us that 
the pain it causes, when 
allowed to pierce the skin, arises from a reservoir 
of a peculiar acid (the formic acid), which, like the 
poison of the serpent s tooth, is squeezed into the 
wound which the spikelet makes. 

The characteristic property of the minute nettle- 
hair, and the peculiar chann of the wide landscape, 
are equally dependent upon the production in living 
plants of special forms of matter in comparatively 
minute proportions. 

The tuber of the potato, the ripening apple, and 
the growing twig, present us with another illustration 
of special chemical changes proceeding continuously 
in the plant, and with a definite reference to a spe- 
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cific and tiseful end. The unripe potato, when taken 
from the earth, withers and shrivels, becomes un- 
sightly to the eye, and vapid to the taste ; the un- 
ripe apple shrinks in, refuses to retain its natural 
dimensions, and cannot be kept for any length of 
time ; while the unripe twig perishes amidst the 
chills of winter, and remains black and dead when 
the green buds of spring were expected to enliven 
its surface. These effects are the consequence of 
the thin bark which covers potato, apple, and twig 
alike, not having attained its matured composition. 
While unripe, this coating is porous and pervious to 
water, so that, when removed from the parent plant, 
tuber, fruit, and twig all give off water by evapor- 
ation to the air, and thus shrivel and shrink in 
as I hav8 described. But when ripe, this porous 
covering has become chemically changed into a thin 
impervious coating of corky through which water can 
scarcely pass, and by which, therefore, it is confined 
within for months together. It is this cork-layer 
which enables the potato to keep the w inter through, 
the winter pear and wdnter apple to be brought to 
table in spring of their full natural dimensions, and 
the ripened twig to retain its sap undried, and to 
feed the young bud when the April sun first wakens 
it from its winter's sleep. 

Nor are the general purposes for which the entire 
plant lives, and is the theatre, so to speak, of so many 
changes, to be properly, I may say at all appreciated 
without the assistance of chemical researck 

G 
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It is true that every one can recognise in the natu- 
ral herbage and the wild forest the ornaments of the 
landscape ; in the thousand odours they distil, and in 
the varied hues and forms with which they sprinkle 
the surface, the most agreeable and refined ministers 
to our sensual pleasures. And in these things we 
unquestionably see some of the true purposes served 
by vegetation in the economy of nature. But they 
are subsidiary purposes — which they serve, by the 
way, as it were, while labouring to fulfil their true 
and greater vocation. 

This vocation may be \iewed in two aspects — -JiTSty 
as regards dead nature ; and, second, as regards 
living things. 

Fii'st, In its relations to dead nature, the plant 
serves, while living, to purify the air we breathe. It 
continually absorbs carbonic acid and gives off* oxygen 
gas, and thus is a chief instrument in maintaining 
the normal condition of the atmosphere. It renders 
the air more fit for the support of animal life, both 
by removing that which is noxious (the carbonic 
acid), and by pouring into it that which is salutaiy 
(the oxygen) to animal health and life. And then, 
when it dies, it either covers the earth with a vege- 
table mould, which favours the growth of new gene- 
rations of plants, or it accumulates into beds of peat 
or mineral coal, by which man is long after to be 
wanned, and the arts of life promoted. But in either 
case it only lingers for a while in these less sightly 
mineral forms. It gradually assumes again the gas^ 
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ecus state, and whether it is allowed naturally to 
decay, or is burned in the fire, ultimately arises 
again into the air in the form of carbonic acid. By 
this means, in part, vegetation is perpetuated upon 
the globe, and the natural composition of the atmo- 
sphere, as regards the proportion of the carbonic acid 
gas, is permanently maintained. And, 

Second^ As regards living animals, we all know 
and feel that plants are necessary to our daily life. 
Utterly dry up and banish vegetation from a region, 
and nearly every sensible fonn of animal life forth- 
with disappears. But how do plants feed us ? And by 
what virtues in their several parts can the ox thrive 
on the straw, while man can live only on the grain ? 
How on the nut and fruit of the tree only can 
human life be permanently sustained, while the 
leaves and twigs of the thick forest sustain the 
lordly elephant V 

As to dead nature, the plant serves a subsidiary 
purpose in covering and adorning it — so to living 
nature, to man especially, it serves a similar subsi- 
diaiy purpose in producing the numerous remarkable 
products, to which I have already alluded as being 
useful in medicine and the arts, and as ministering 
to the luxuries and comfoiii of civilised life. In 
the production of these we recognise a destined and 
benevolent purpose served by the general vegetation 
of the globe, in reference to living things. But this 
purpose is only secondary, and, as it were, oma- 
The main ol^ect of the plant, in its rela- 
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tions to the animal, is to feed it This it does with 
various forms of vegetable matter in different climes 
and countries, and it provides for each herbivorous 
and carnivorous race those peculiar forms on which 
it best loves, because best fitted, to feed. It is so 
with man. His vegetable food varies with the part 
of the world in which he is situated ; yet upon all the 
varieties with which different climates furnish him, 
he discovers the means continuously to sustain him- 
self. 

Of what chemical substances do these different 
forms of nutritious food consist ? What do they 
possess in common ? In what do they differ? Why 
do some of them, weight for weight, sustain the 
body more completely or for a longer time than 
others ? Why do they affect tlio dispositions of those 
who consume them — not only the constitution of 
individuals, but the habits, temperament, and cha- 
racter of whole nations ? Why do we choose to mix 
the forms of vegetable food we consume — whence 
come the fashions of universal cookery — whence the 
peculiarities of national dishes ? 

What a host of curious chemical inquines spring 
up in connection with the plant we rear, regarded 
as the main sustenance or staff of common life I 
I shall consider some of them in the following 
chapter. 
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The grain of wheat. — Bran and flour. — Separation of flour into starch 
and gluten. — Fermenting of dough. — Baking of broad. — New and 
•tale bread. — Proportion of water in flour and in broad, — Composi- 
tion of bread. — Bran richer in gluten. — Comparative composition. — 
Whoaten and rj'o bread compared. — Oatmeal and I ndian-com meal. — 
Composition of rice. — Buckwheat, quinoa, Guinea com, and dhurra. — 
Composition of beans, peas, and lupins. — The sago palm, and the seeds 
of the araucaria. — The fruits of the banana, the date palm, the fig tree, 
and the bread-fruit tree. — Water contained in fruits and roots. — ^The 
turnip, carrot, and potato. — The composition of rice, the potato, and 
tho plantain compared. — Deformity among the eaters of those three 
vegetables. — The Siberian lily. — The use of loaves as food. — The cab- 
bage very nutritious, — Natural tendency of man to adjust the consti- 
tuents of his food. — Irish kol-cannon. — Starvation upon arrow-root 
and tapioca. — General characters of a nutritious diet. — National and 
individual influence of diet. 

The bread we eat I take as the type of our vege- 
table food. On such food of various kinds, and eaten 
in various forms, man and animals are sustained in 
all parts of the globe. The study of our common 
wheaten bread will give us the key to the com- 
position and known usefulness of them all 

1®. Wheat. — When the grain of wheat is crushed 
between the stones of the mill, and is then sifted, 
it is sepaxated into two parts — the bran and the 

H 
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flour. The bran is the outside, harder part of the 
grain, which does not crush so readily, and when 
it does crush, darkens the colour of the flour. It 
is therefore generally sifted out by the miller, and 
is used for feeding horses, pigs, and other animals, 
or even for applying to the land as a manure. 

If the flour be mixed with a quantity of water 
sufficient to moisten it thoroughly, the particles 
cohere and form a smooth, elastic, and tenacious 
dough, which admits of being drawn out to some 
extent, and of being moulded into a variety of forms. 
If this dough 1)6 placed upon a sieve or on a piece 
of muslin, and \s*orked ^^^th the hand under a stream 


Fig. 17. 



of water (6g. 
17), as long as 
the water passes 
through milky, 
there will re- 
main at last 
upon the sieve 
a white sticky 
substance very 
much resem- 
bling birdlime. 
This is the sub- 
stance which 


Mode of aepftratiuff the gluten front the starch of 
Wheat. 


gives 

city 


its tena- 
to the 


dough. From its glutinous character it has ob- 


tained among chemists the name of gluten. When 
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the milky water has become clear by standing, a 
white powder will be foimd at the bottom of the 
vessel, which is common wheaten starch. Thus the 
flour of wheat contains two principal substances, 
gluten and starch. Of the former, every 100 lb. of 
fine English flour contain about 10 lb., and of the 
latter about 70 lb. 

The way in which the bran, the gluten," and the 
starch are respectively distributed throughout the 
body of the seeds of our com plants is shown in the 
following section of a grain of rye when fully ripe. 


Fig, 18. 




Stnicturo of a grain of Rye. Single cell. Grains of Ryo Starch, 

(see p. 119). 

In the figure to the left, a represents the outer 
seed-coat, consisting of three rows of thick-walled 
cells; b the inner seed-coat, composed of a single 
layer of thick-walled cells, having scarcely any cavity; 
c a layer of cells contaming gluten. These three to- 
gether form the bran, d represents the cellular tissue 
of the albumen,* Consisting of large roundish hexa- 
gonal cells, which contain grains of starch. 


* Th» reader must uot confound this word albumen,, used by botanists 
to dmiote the white inner part of the seed, with tbe same word used in 
chemistry as the name of the vfhiu qf tk€ egg. 
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The middle figure exhibits one of the cells of the 
albumen more highly magnified^ and shows how the 
grains of starch are disposed in it The small figures 
to the right are grains of starch still more highly 
magnified. Their natural size varies from a ten- 
thousandth to a six-hundredth of an inch. 

The outer coating contains only three or four per 
cent of gluten, the inner coating from foxuteen to 
twenty per cent All this is separated in the bran. 
Throughout the mass of the grain around and within 
the albumen cells the gluten is diffused eveiywhere 
among the grains of starch. 

When a little yeast is added to the flour before or 
while it is being mixed with water into a dough, and 
the dough is then placed for an hour or two in a 
warm atmosphere, it begins to rise — it ferments, that 
is, and swells or increases in bulk. Bubbles of gas 
(carbonic acid gas) are disengaged in the interior of 
the dough, which is thereby rendered light and 
porous. If it be now put into a hot oven, the fer- 
mentation and swelling are at first increased by the 
higher temperature ; but when the whole has been 
heated nearly to the temperature of boiling water, 
the fermentation is suddenly arrested, and the mass 
is fixed by the after baking in the form it has then 
attained.^ 

It is now newly-baked bread, and if it be cut 

* Th« formation of hard eruste on the loaf may be prerented by 
rabbin^ a little melted lard over it after it in shaped, and before it ie 
iet down to rise, or by baking it in a covered tin. 
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across it will appear light and spongy, being regularly 
sprinkled over with little cavities, which were pro- 
duced in the soft dough by the bubbles of gas given 
off during the fermentation. This fermentation is the 
consequence of a peculiar action which yeast exer- 
cises upon moist dour. It first changes a part of the 
starch of the dour into sugar, and then converts this 
sugar into alcohol and carbonic acid, in the same way 
as it does when it is added to the worts of the brewer 
or the distiller. As the gas cannot escape from the 
glutinous dough, it collects wdthin it in large bubbles, 
and makes it swell, till the heat of the oven kills the 
yeast plant, and causes the fermentation to cease. 
The alcohol escapes, for the most part, during the 
baking of the loaf, and is dissipated in the oven. 

New-baked bread possesses a peculiar softness and 
tenacity which is familiar to most people, and though 
generally considered less digestible is a favourite with 
many. After two or three days it loses this softness, 
becomes free and crumbly, and apparently drier. In 
common language, the bread becomes stale, or it is 
Stale bread. It is generally supposed that this change 
arises from the bread becoming actually drier by the 
gradual loss of water ; but this is not the case. Stale 
bread contains almost exactly the same proportion 
of water as new bread after it has become completely 
cold. The change is merely in the internal arrange- 
ment of the molecules of the bread. A proof of this 
is, that if we put a stale loaf into a closely-covered 
tin, expose it for half an hour or an hour to a heat 
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not exceeding that of boiling water, and then remove 
the tin, and allow it to cool, the loaf when taken out 
will be restored in appearance and properties to the 
state of new bread. 

The quantity of water which well-baked wheaten 
bread contains, amounts on an average to about forty- 
five per cent The bread we eat, therefore, is nearly 
one-half water ; — it is, in fact, both meat and drink 
together. 

The flour of wheat and of other kinds of grain con- 
tains water naturally, but it absorbs much more 
during the process of conversion into bread. One 
hundred pounds of fine wheaten flour take up fifty 
pounds, or half their weight of water, and give 150 
pounds of bread. Thus, 100 of English flour and 
1 50 of bread contain respectively — 

The flour contains T)ie brend contalnt 
Dry flour, ... 84 84 

Natural water, . . IG 16 

Water added, 60 

100 lb. 150 lb. 

One of the reasons why bread retains so much 
water is, that during the baking a portion of the 
starch is converted into gum, w hich holds water more 
strongly than starch doea A second is, that the 
gluten of flour, when once thoroughly wet, is very 
difiScult to dry again, and that it forms a tenacious 
coating round eveiy little hollow cell in the bread, 
which coating does not readily allow the gas contained 
in the cell to escape, or the water to dry up and pass 
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off ill vapoor ; and a third reason is, that the dry 
cn^ which forms round the bread in baking is 
nearly impervious to water, and, like the skin of a 
potato which we bake in the oven or in the hot cin- 
ders, prevents the moisture within from escaping. 

The proportions of water, gluten, and starch or 
gum, in well-baked wheaten bread, are nearly as 
follows : — 


Water 45 

Gluten, 6 

Starch, siigar, and gutn, .... 49 


100 

The bran or husk of wheat, which is separated from 
the fine flour in the mill, and is often condemned to 
humbler uses, is somewhat more nutritious than either 
the grain as a whole, or the whiter part of the flour. 
The nutritive quality of any variety of grain depends 
very much upon the proportion of gluten which it 
contains; and the propoitions of this in the whole 
grain, the bran, and the fine flour respectively, of the 
same sample of wheat, are very nearly as follows : — 


Whole grain 12 per cent. 

Wholo bran (outer and inner skins), 14 to IS ,, 
Fine flour, 10 „ 


If the grain, as a whole, contain more than twelve per 
cent of gluten, the bran and the flour will also contain 
more than is above represented, and in a like propor- 
tion. The wkde meal obtained by simply grinding the 
grain is equally nutritious with the grain itself. By 
silking out the bran we render the meal less nutri- 
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tioHS, weight for weight ; and when we consider that 
the bran is rarely less» and is sometimes considerably 
more, than one-fourth of the whole weight of the grain, 
we must see that the total separation of the covering 
of the grain causes much waste of wholesome hiunan 
food. Bread made from the whole-meal is therefore 
more nutritious ; and as many persons find it also a 
more salutary food than white bread, it ought to be 
more generally preferred and used. 

The woodcut and explanations given in p. 95 show 
that the gluten of the husk resides chiefly in the inner 
covering of the grain. Hence the outer covering may 
be removed without sensible loss of nutriment, leav- 
ing the remainder both more nutritious than before, 
weight for weight, and also more digestible than when 
the thin outer covering is left upon the com. An in- 
genious American instniment has been patented, by 
which this removal of the outer coating is said to be com- 
pletely effected without injury to the bulk of the grain. 

It is also a point of some interest that the small or 
tail com, which the farmer separates before bringing 
his grain to market, and usually grinds for his own 
use, is richer in gluten than the plump full-grown 
grain, and is therefore more nutritious. 

2®. Barley and Rye resemble the grain of wheat 
very much in composition and nutritive quality. 
They differ from it somewhat in flavour and colour, 
and do not make so fair and spongy a bread. They 
are not generally preferred, therefore, in countries 
where wheat and other grains thrive and ripen. Two 
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aatnples of newly-baked wheat and rye bread, made 
and examined under the same circuxnstances, were 
found to consist respectively of 



Wheaten breed. 

Rye breed. 

Water, 

48 

484 

Ghiton, 

. . 5} 


Starch, Ac., 

. . 464 



100 

100 


So that in composition and nutritive quality these 
two kinds of bread very closely resemble each other ; 
and except as concerns our taste, it is a matter of 
indifference whether we live on the one or the other. 
Rye bread possesses one quality which is in some 
respects a valuable one : it retains its freshness and 
moistiure for a longer time than wheaten bread, and 
can be kept for months without becoming hard, dry, 
or unpalatable. This arises principally from certain 
peculiar properties possessed by the variety of gluten 
which exists in the grain of rye. 

3^ Indian corn also resembles wheat in composi- 
tion and nutritive quality. Its grain has a peculiar 
flinty hardness, and its flour, usually known as Indian 
meal, a flavour which in this country is not at first 
relished. It does not bake into the same light spongy 
loaves as wheaten flour, but is excellent in the form 
of cakes. The chief peculiarity in its composition is, 
that it contains more oil or fat than any of our com- 
mon grains. This oil sometimes amounts to as much 
as nine pounds in the hundred, and is supposed to 
impart to Indian com a peculiar fattening quality. 

4®. Oats are a favourite food in our island for 
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hoFBes, and in Scotland especially are much esteemed 
as an agreeable^ nutritious^ and wholesome food for 
man. The meal of this grain is distinguished for its 
richness in gluten, and for containing more fatty matter 
than any other of our cereal grains. To these two 
circumstances it owes its eminently nutritious and 
wholesome character. The average relative propor- 
tions of gluten, fat, and starch contained in fine wheaten 
flour, in Scotch oatmeaJ, and in Indian-com meal, are 
represented by the following numbers : — 



Engluli 
fine wiMMten 
flour. 

Brmn 

of KngiUb 
wheat. 

Scotch 

oatmeal. 

Indian- 
coni meat 

Water, . 

16 

13 

14 

14 

Gluten, 

10 

IS 

18 

12 

Fat, . . . 

2 

6 

6 

8 

Starch, Ac., ^ 

i 72 

68 

62 

66 

1 

100 

100 

1 100 

100 


The large proportion of fatty matter contained in 
Indian com not only adapts it well for fattening 
animals, but makes it more grateful to the alimentary 
canal, and therefore more wholesome, 1 have inserted 
in the above table a column showing the average com- 
position of the bran of English wheat, for the pur- 
pose of showing, Jlraty how large a proportion of fat 
it also contains, compared with fine wheaten flour ; 
and, second, the remarkable similarity in composition, 
in some respects, which exists between the bran of 
wheat and the meal of the oat 

Owing to a peculiar quality of the gluten which the 
oat contains, the meal of this grain does not admit of 
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being baked into a light fermented spongy bread. It 
has been alleged against oatmeal^ that when used as 
the sole food, without milk or other animal diet, it 
produces heat and irritability of the skin, aggravates 
skin diseases, and sometimes occasions boils, in the 
same way as salt meat tends to produce scurvy. Dr 
Pereira, a high authority, says that this charge has 
been made without just grounds. At all events, it 
must be veiy rarejy that circumstances render neces- 
sary for any length of time such an exclusive con- 
sumption of oatmeal 

5°. Rice is remarkable chiefly for the comparatively 
small proportion of gluten it contains. This does not 
exceed seven or eight per cent — less than half the 
quantity contained in oatmeal. In rice countries it 
has often been noticed, that the natives devour what 
to us appear enormous quantities of the grain, and 
this circumstance is ascribed to the small proportion 
it contains of the highly nutritive and necessary 
gluten. Rice contains also little fat, and hence it is 
less laxative than the other cereal grains, or rather it 
possesses something of a binding quality. It has 
recently been observed that, 'when substituted for 
potatoes in some of our workhouses — in consequence 
of the failure of the potato — this grain has after a 
few months produced scurvy. This may have been 
owing as much to the effects of sudden change of 
diet as to an inherent evil property in the grain 
itself Still it suggests, as many other facts do, the 
utility and wholesomeness of a mixed food. 

6^. Buckwheat flour is about as nutritious as 
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English wheaten flour, and makes excellent cakes, 
which, when eaten hot with maple honey, in the 
backwoods of America, are really delicious. 

7. Quinoa. — A variety of grain scarcely known in 
this country is the quinoa (fig. 19), a small roundish 
seed, which is extensively culti- 
vated and consumed on the high 
table-lands of Chili and Peru. 
There are two varieties of it — the 
sweet and the bitter — and both 
grow at elevations rising to 1 3,000 
feet above the level of the sea, 
where both rye and barley refuse 
to ripen. It is still the principal 
food of the many tho\isands of 
people who occupy these high 
lands, and, before the introduc- 
tion of European grains by the 
Spaniards, is said to have formed 
the chief nourishment of the Peru- 
vian nation. It is very nutritious, 

Chtntppodium quinon — 

The guiuou and in its composition approaches 

Beale, 1 iuch to 2 feot. ^ i x r x. t * 

very nearly to that oi oatmeal. 
Thus the flour or meal of the oat and of the quinoa 
consist respectively of — 

Quinoa flour. 
Oatmeal. ^VoawxKii.) 

Water, H 16 

Gluten, 18 19 

Fat, 6 ft 

Starch, Ac., .... 62 60 



100 


100 
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A grain so nutritious as this is a very precious gift 
to the inhabitants of the elevated regions of the 
Andes. Without it, these lofty plains could only be 
runs for cattle, like the summer pastures among the 
valleys on the Alps. 

S'*. Guinea corn, a small seed, used to some ex- 
tent in the West Indies, is a little less nutritious than 
ordinary English wheat 

9^ DhurRA or Djioora (fig. 20), a small kind of 
Fig. 20. grain much cultivated and ex- 


tensively consumed in India, 
Egypt, and the interior of 
a W Africa, is quite equal in nutri- 

\ tive value to the average of our 

i jl English wheats, and yields a 

beautiful white flour. Accord- 
1/ || iug to my analysis, buckwheat 

V flour contains lOJ, and dhurra 
^ ^ flour 11^ per cent of gluten. 

h 1 10*. The Bean, the Pea, the 

^ Lupin, the Vetch, the Lentil, 

^ and other varieties of pulse, con- 
% tain, as a distinguishing charao- 
A ter of the whole class, a large 

^ per-centage of gluten, mixed 

^ IV ^ comparatively small per- 

centage of fat. On an average, 
Barium Dhurra the proportion of gluten is about 

twenty-four, and of fat about two 
in every hundred* The gluten of these kinds of grain 
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resembles that of the oat« and does not, therefore, fit 
bean or pease meal for being converted into a spongy 
bread. The large proportion in which this ingredient 
is present in them, however, renders all kinds of pulse 
very nutritious. Eaten alone, however, they have a 
constipating or costive quality ; but a proper admix- 
ture of them with other kinds of food, especially with 
such as contain a larger proportion of oil or fat, is 
found to give both strength and endurance to animals 
which are subjected to hard labour. It is in this way 
that a certain quantity of beans given to horses among 
their oats, is found so serviceable in this country. 

It is because also of the same large per-centage of 
gluten that the cliick pea, the gram of the East, is 
considered, when roasted, to be more capable of sus- 
taining life, weight for weight, than any other kind 
of food. For this reason it is selected by travellers 
about to cross the deserts, where heavy and bulky 
food would be inconvenient. 

Of all these varieties of grain a kind of bread is 
made by those who live upon them, and they are all 
more or less used in this form for human food. Only 
two of them, however, I l>elieve — wheat and rye — 
possess the property, when mixed with yeast or 
leaven, of forming a light spongy bread, which can 
be kept for a time without becoming unpalatable. 
And of the two varieties of bread yielded by these 
grains, that made from wheat is the more dry and 
crombly, the more fair to look upon, and the more 
agreeable to the tasta Hence the universal prefer* 
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ence which exists for the flour of wheat and for 
wheaten bread wherever they can easily be obtaineiL 

But trees also share with corn-bread to a consider- 
able extent in the nutrition of the human race. 
Among these, the sago palm, the Chilian pine, the 
banana or plantain, and the date, the fig and the 
bread-fruit tree, are deserving of especial notice. 

11®. The Sago palm (Sagua rumphii) is culti- 
vated in many places, but it is the chief support of 

the inhabitants of north- 
western New Guinea, and 
of parts of the coast of 
Africa. The meal is ex- 
tracted from the pith by 
rubbing it to powder, and 
then washing it with water 
upon a sieve. It is baked 
by the natives into a kind 
of bread or hard cake, by 
putting it for a few minutes 
into a hot mould. The 
exact nutritive value of this 
meal has not been chemi- 
cally ascertained. It has been stated, however, that 
lb. of it are sufficient to serve for a day’s suste- 
nance to a healthy full-grown man. And as each 
tree, when cut down in its seventh year, yields seven 
hundred pounds of sago meal, it has been calculated 
that a single acre of land planted with three hundred 


Fig. 21. 



SoffHS rumphii — ^Th« 8;uro Palm, 
Scalo, 1 inch to 20 fvct. 
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trees — onenseventh to be cut down every year — will 
maintain fourteen men. 

12^ But the Chilian pine (Aratusaria inihricata), 
now known among us for its beauty, is still more con- 


Fiff. 22. 



Araucaria imbricata ^The Chili Ptnc. 

&cal«, 1 locli to 40 feet. 

a Kemal of seed, the natural st/.e->-6 Cone, 1 inch to 10 indieii. 


q>icuous as a feeder of men. In our British woods 
the tiny squirrel supports its life during the wint^ 
months on the seeds of the larch, the pine, and the 
Scotch fir, which we plant for ornament or use* But 



THE PLANTAIN OB BANANA. 


109 


W- 


OB the slopes of the Andes of Chili and Patagonia, 
the lofty araucaria extends in natural forests, bearing 
huge cones six inches in diameter. The seeds con- 
tained in these are large, and supply the natives with 
a great part of their usual food. “ The fruit of one 
large tree will maintain eighteen persons for a year 

Fig. 23 . and this, year by 

year, without the 
necessity of cutting 
- down and replant- 

as in the case 

W palm. 

^ ^ We do not know 

^ ^ composition of 

f pine seeds, but they 

fer much from the 

I 1 • chestnut, and the 

^4/ w/ acorn, all of which 

^re rich in gluten. 

. 13 ° The Banana. 

11 some fruits, 

/ I I ! iflT nearly as won- 

derful are told. The 
beautiful banana, 

Sium gapimtum — The Baiinna Tree. /* ^ 4 .Ua 

a 4 t, * # * lor example, the or- 

Scalo, 1 iuch to 10 feet, * 

Fruit, 1 inch to 5 inches. nament of countiy- 

houses in tropical countries, is said to yield from the 
same extent of ground a larger supply of human food 


Jt/uM MpHniwm — Tho Bannna Tree. 
Scale, I iuch to 10 feet. 

Fruit, 1 inch to 5 inches. 
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thaa aay other known vegetable The fruit of a dngie 
tree sometimes weighs 70 or 80 lb., but averages from 
30 to 40 lb. ; and, according to Humboldt, the same 
space of a thousand square feet, which will yield only 
462 lb. of potatoes, or 38 lb. of wheat, will produce 
4000 lb. of bananas, and in a shorter period of time ! 

The fruit, however, contains seventy-three per cent 
of water. Even when dried and converted into meal, 
it is less nutritious than the meal of any of the varieties 
of grain above mentioned. It approaches in composi- 
tion most nearly to rice, and, like that grain, swells 
out the stomachs of the negroes who feed upon it. 
In tropical countries it is nevertheless a most valuable 
food, and is so extensively consumed as to take the 
place of our cereal grains as the common article of 
diet About 6^ lb. of the fruit, or 2 lb. of the dry 
meal, with ^ lb. of salt meat or fish, form, in tropical 
America, the daily allowance for a labourer, whether 
slave or free. 

The unripe fruit is sometimes used as bread ; it 
is dried in the oven, and in this state is eaten in the 
manner of bread. When thus dried, it may be kept 
for a long time without spoiling, and is usually car- 
ried with them in this dry state by the natives when 
they are proceeding on a long journey. 

The chemical reason why the unripe fruit is chosen 
for this pturpose, is, that while unripe, the fruit is 
filled with starch, so that when dried it has a resem- 
blance to bread both in taste and composition. As 
the fruit, ripens, this starch changes into sugar, and 
the fruit becomes sweet In this state, though more 
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{deasaxit to eat when newly pulled^ it ie less fit either 
for drying or for preserving. 

14° The Date — M any other fruits are more nutii- 





tious^ weight for weight, 
than the banana, though 
none may probably be 
compared with it as an 
abimdant producer of 
food. The date, for ex- 
ample, “ the bread of the 
desert,” is capable of 
supporting life, and of 
sustaining unaided the 
strength of man, for an 
indefinite period. We 
possess no chemical re- 
sults from which to judge 
of the absolute nutritive 
quality of this fruit, but 
experience proves that it 
must be very consider- 
able. 

The date palm (Phaenim 
dactylifera), the tree 
which yields this fruit, is 
invaluable amid parched 
sands and arid deserts. 
Wherever a spring of 


Planix <iac<||«r<A»v*^The Date Palm. 
Scale, 1 inch to 90 fbet. 

Fruit» 1 inch to 9 inbhea. 


water appears amid the 
sandy deserts of Africa 


(between 19^ and 35° N. latitude), this graceful palm 
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yields at once both its grateful shelter and its 
nourishing fruit. Where all other crops fail from 
drought, the date tree still flourishes. In Egypt and 
Arabia it forms a large portion of the general food, 
and among the oases of Fezzan ‘‘ nineteen-twentieths 
of the population live upon it for nine months in the 
year.” 

15® The Fig. — The fig, like the date, is a native of 
warm climates. Of the chemical history of this and 
some other fruits we know more than we do as yet of 
the date. In the perfectly dry stiite it is about as 
nutritious as rice. In the moist state, as it is im- 
ported, it will go considerably further in feeding, and 
especially in fattening or adding generally to the 
weight of an animal, than an equal weight of wheaten 
bread ! 

Thus, figs as imported, and wheaten bread in its 
usual state, consist respectively of — 



Fie*. 

Wbeaton btMul. 

Water, . 

21 

4S 

Gluten, . 

6 

5* 

Starch, Ac., 

73 

46* 


100 

100 


The fig, it will be seen by comparing the above 
columns, contains about as much gluten as wheaten 
bread, while in starch and sugar it is twenty-seven 
per cent richer. The perfectly diy goosebeny is 
about as nutritive as ordinary wheaten flour. 
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1 6 °. The Bbead-fruit tree {Arloca/rpua inciaa) is 
remaxkable for its large and brilliant leaf, and for the 


Figr- 25, 



general beauty of 
its appearance, in 
which respect none 
of our forest trees 
can compare with 
it. But it is most 
remarkable for the 
abundant, peculiar, 
and nutritious fruit 



Artocarpuw incOo— The Bread-fruit Tree. 

Scale, I inch to 40 feet. 

I^eaf and fruit, 1 iucU to a toot lutd a half. 


it yields. This fruit 
is nearly round, and 
attains to a consi- 
derable size. It 
grows abundantly, 
and covers the tree 
for eight or nine 
months without in- 
terruption, and the 
crops ripen in suc- 
cession. There are 


various ways of cooking it, for it is seldom relished raw. 
While the fruit is on the tree, it is plucked before it 
is perfectly ripe, while the rind is still green, but the 
pith snow-white, and of a porous and mealy texture. 
It is then peeled, wrapped in leaves, and baked on hot 
stonea In this state it tastes like wheaten bread, some- 
times rather sweeter. When quite ripe, the starch, as 
in the banana, has become partly changed into sugar, 



The crops of this fruit are so abundant that three 
trees are sufficient to maintain a man for eight 
months. It is more productive, therefore, even than 
the banana or the sago tree. “ Whoever,” says Captain 
Cook, “ has planted ten bread-fruit trees, has fulfilled 
his duty to his own and succeeding generations as 
completely and amply as an inhabitant of our rude 
clime who, throughout his whole life, has ploughed 
during the rigour of winter, reaped in the heat of 
summer, and not only provided his present house- 
hold with bread, but painfully saved some money for 
his children.” 

On the islands of the Indian Archipelago, and on 
the island groups of the South Sea, this tree is found* 
The fruit is best, however, on the Friendly and Mar- 
quesas Jslanda It has never been observed wild, but 
the whole species has passed into a cultivated state, 
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ud it is therefore probable, says Meyen, ^ that man 
settled wherever he found a bread-fruit tree. Even 
yet the favourite situation of the fragile Indian huts 
is under its shady branches.^" * 

The chemical composition of this fruit has never 
been determined. We know by its properties that, 
while unripe, it contains much starch, which during 
the ripening is partly changed into sugar; but how 
much gluten or oily matter, or even of water, are 
present in it, has not, so far as 1 am aware, been 
hitherto experimental!}' ascertained. 

The quantity of water they contain is a character 
of fruits which is very important By this they are 
distinguished in a remarkable manner from the dif- 
ferent varieties of grain. Thus the fruit of the 

Plantains contains • 73 por cent of water. 

Plums, and other fleshy fruits, 75 ,, ,, 

Apples, goosoborrios, Ac., 80 ,, ,, 

The consequence of this composition is, that in 
fruits all the nutritive matter is diluted with a large 
quantity of water, and in this state experience has 
shown that all nutritive substances are more grateful 
to the healthy stomach and more easily digested. It 
is for this reason that, in preparing our dry grains for 
food, w'e almost invariably imitate this preparatory pro- 
cess of nature. Even in baking our bread, as we have 
seen above, the result of our operations is that we 
convert it into a light and spongy mass containing 

♦ Gtoffrapky <if PlaiUt (Ray Society), p. S21. 
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neariy half its weight of water. And yet we talk of 
this as bread, and rarely eat it without some 
accompanying fluid. 

The Roots and Tubers we use as food occur natur- 
ally in the same watery condition as fruits do. The 
potato, the carrot, and the turnip, for examploi con- 
tain respectively in a hundred j>ounds — 

WatMT. l>ry food. 

Tho potato, ... 75 25 

carrot, ... 83 J7 

“ turnip, ... 90 10 

The gourd tribe are still more remarkable for the 
quantity of water they contain. The water-melon, 
for example, contains ninety-four per cent, and the 
cucumber ninety-seven per cent of water ! No wonder 
that Jonah 8 gourd could spring up in a night — that 
this tribe of plants should be so much esteemed in 
hot climates where thiret rages — or that old Mehemet 
Ali should have been able to eat up an entire forty- 
pound melon after the substantials of bis dinner were 
disposed of! 

17®. The Turnip and Carrot. — Tlie dry substance 
of the roots and green vegetables we use as food resem- 
bles that of seeds and fruits in general composition. 
The dried meal of the turnip and carrot, for example, 
contains gluten associated with starch and sugar, and is 
very nutritious. That of the turnip is quite equal in 
this respect to Indian-com meal, being only deficient 
in fat Hence a little oily food should be always used 
along with a turnip diet. Attempts liave been made 
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to manufactiNre a palatable meal from dried tunups, 
but the disagreeable taste of the root so clings to the 
meal as hitherto to have rendered it unsuited for 
human consumption. 

18®. The Potato is more important as a variety of 
human food than any other root we cultivate, and is 
remarkable for being grown over a greater range of 
latitude than any other cultivated plant The dry 
substance which it contains — the potato meal, that is 
— is unsuited for being made into bread alone, though 
it is used to some extent as an admixture with 
wheaten flour, and is said in most cases to improve 
the bread in lightness and general appearance. The 
dried potato is less nutritive, weight for weight, in 
the sense of supporting the strength, and enabling a 
man to undergo fatigue, than any other extensively 
used vegetable food of which the composition is 
known, with the exception onl}’^ of rice and of the 
plantain. It approaches nearest, indeed, to rice, 
though it is somewhat superior to that grain. Thus, 
the dry substance of these three forms of food con- 
sists of — 



Rice. 

Potato. 

Plantain. 

Gluten, 

7h 

8 


Btarch, Ac., 


92 

94) 


100 

100 

100 


There is, therefore, a remarkable similarity among 
these three kinds of food, in so far as they all differ 
from our cereal and other grains and roots, in con- 
taining a smaller proportion of the ingredient repre- 
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sented by tbe gluten of wheat. And in the use of 
them all, it is remarkable that a chemical or physio- 
logical likeness is indicated by the observation that 
the tribes of people who live exclusively or even 
chiefly on any of these three vegetable productions, 
are distinguished by the size and prominence of their 
stomachs ! The Hindoo who lives on rice, the negro 
who lives on the plantain, and the Irishman who lives 
exclusively on the potato, are all described as being 
more or less pot-bellied. Tliis peculiarity is to be 
ascribed in part, I suppose, to the necessity of eating 
a large bulk of food, in order to be able to extract 
from it a sufficient amount of necessary sustenance. 
And that this deformity is somewhat less conspicuous 
in the Irish potato-eater than in the plantain-loving 
negro, or even the rice-devouring Chinaman and Hin- 
doo, is probably to be ascribe<i to the somewhat larger 
proportion of the gluten ingredient which b present 
in the potato. 

One remarkable circumstance in which the three 
kinds of meal just spoken of differ from each other, 
is in the size of the grains of starch in each. As seen 
in the following figures — all drawn to the same scale 
— the starch granules in the potato are very large, 
having sometimes a length of two or three thousandths 
of an incTi. Tliose of the plantain, though consider- 
ably larger than the granules of wheat or rye (p. 95), 
average less than half the size of those of the potato ; 
while those of rice are angular, and have an average 
diameter of less than one five-thousandth of an inch. 
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a Onmulcs of Potato b GnumlcM of Plantain e Oranulea of Rico 

8turclu St.irch. Starch. 


Whether the peculiarities above shown influence in 
any way the nutritive action of these several kinds of 
food, has not yet been specially investigated. 

19*. The Onion is worthy of notice as an exten- 
sive article of consumption in this country. It is 
laigely cultivated at home, and is imported, to the 
extent of seven or eight hundred tons a~year, from 
Spain and Portugal. But it rises in importance 
when we consider that in these latter countries it 
forms one of the common and universal supports of 
life. It is interesting, therefore, to know that in addi- 
tion to the peculiar flavour which first recommends it, 
the onion is remarkably nutritious. According to my 
analyses, the dried onion root contains from twenty- 
five to thirty per cent of gluten. It ranks in this 
respect with the nutritious pea and the gram of the 
East It is not merely as a relish, therefore, that 
the wayfaring Spaniard eats his onion with his 
hxtmble crust of bread, as he sits by the refreshing 
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spring; it is because experience has long proved 
that, like the cheese of the English labourer, it helps 
to sustain his strength also, and adds — ^beyond what 
its bulk would suggest — to the amount of nourish- 
ment which his simple meal suppliea 

20^ Among roots which are important articles of 
diet in more limited districts, may also be mentioned 
the tuber of a lily (Lilium pomponium) which is 
roasted and eaten in Kamtschatka, and is there culti- 
vated as we do the potato. Tliat it is nutritious is 
certain, but with its exact chemical composition and 
nutritive value we are as yet unacquainted. 

Leaves. — From roots we tuni to leaves, which form 
no inconsiderable proportion of the daily sustenance 
of European nations. The greater number of ani- 
mals, wild as well asi domestic, live upon the leaves 
of plants. Our oxen feed u|X)n the grasses ; and even 
the huge elephant and the sloth find their nourish- 
ment on the leaves of the forests in which they live. 
Among those which are raised for human food, the 
cabbage Ls a regular field crop ; and many others are 
cultivated less extensively in our gardena 

Leaves are generally rich in gluten ; many of them, 
however, contain other substances in smaller quantity, 
associated with the gluten, which are unpleasant to the 
taste, or act injuriously upon the general health, and 
therefore render them unfit for human food. Dried 
tea-leaves, for example, contain about twenty-five per 
cent of gluten ; and therefore, if they could be eaten 



THE CABBAGE VEET NUTHfTIOUS, 


m 


witli relish, and digested readily, they would prove as 
strengthening as beans or peas. 

21°. The Cabbage is an especially nutritious vege- 
table. The dried leaf contains, according to my ana- 
lyses, from thirty to thirty-five per cent of gluten, and 
is, in this respect, therefore, more nutritious than any 
other vegetable food which is consumed to a large 
extent by men and animals. I know, indeed, of only 
two exceptions — the mushroom, which in its dry mat- 
ter contains sometimes as much as fifty-six per cent 
of gluten — and the dried cauliflower, in which the 
gluten occasionally rises as high as sixty-four per 
cent. 

The cabbage is one of those plants from the leaves 
of which, by boiling, we can extract the greater part 
of that which is disagreeable to the taste, and thus 
convert it into a palatable food, without sensibly 
diminishing its nutritious quality.* When eaten fre- 
quently, however, and in large quantity, they have, 
in common with nearly all kinds of food which are 
rich in gluten, a costive or binding tendency upon the 
human constitution ; hence the propriety of eating 
them with fat and oily food. Bacon and greens, like 
pork and pease-pudding, is a conjunction of viands 
which does not owe its popularity either to old habit 
or to the mere taste of the epicura It is in reality aii 
admixture which constitutional experience has pre- 
scribed as better fitted to the after comfort of the 

* 1 found, for ox&mple, that the dried matter of boiled cabbage still 
contained thirty-throe par cent of gluten. 
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alimeBtary canal of every healthy individual, than 
either kind of food eaten alone. 

And so with a dish common in Ireland under the 
name of Kol-cannon. The potato, as we have seen, is 
poor in gluten — the cabbage is unusually rich in this 
ingredient ; mix the two, and you approach the com^ 
position of wheaten bread. Beat the potatoes and 
boiled cabbage together, put in a little pork fat, salt, 
and pepper, and you have a kol-cannon which has all 
the good qualities of the best Scotch oatmeal, and to 
many would be more savoury and palatable. Take a 
pot-bellied potato-eater, and feed him on this dish, 
and he will become not only stronger and more active, 
but he will cease to carry before him an advertisement 
of the kind of food he lives upon, and his stomach will 
fall to the dimensions of the same organ in other men. 

Such are the principal varieties of vegetable food 
which — partly in the form of baked bread, and partly 
cooked in other ways — are at the present day most 
largely employed in the feeding of the human race. 
We have seen in all of them — 

Firsty That they contain a sensible proportion of 
three important constituents — gluten, starch, and fat. 

Second^ That when the proportion of any of these 
is too small, chemistry indicates, and experience sug^* 
gests, that an additional quantity of this defidient 
substance should be added in the process of cookingy 
or preparatoiy to eating. Thus we consume butt^ 
with our bread, and mix it with our pastiy, because 
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wheateu flour is deficient in natural £at ; or we eat 
cheese or onions with the bread, to add to the pro* 
portion of gluten it naturally containa So we eat 
something more nutritive along with our rice or pota* 
toes — we add fat to our cabbage — we enrich our salad 
with vegetable oil— eat our cauliflowers with melted 
butter — and beat up potatoes and cabbage together 
into a nutritious kol<cannon. 

Third — And thirdly, that in all natural varieties of 
vegetable food which are generally suitable for eating 
without cooking, a large per-centage of water is pre- 
sent. In preparing food in our kitchens we imitate 
this natural condition. Even in converting our 
wheaten flour into bread, we, as one important result 
aimed at, mix or unite it with a large proportion of 
water. 

All the kinds of food by which the lives of masses 
of men are sustained being thus constituted, it is ob- 
vious that those vegetable substances which consist of 
one only of the constituents of wheaten bread, cannot 
be expected to prove permanently nutritious ; and 
experience has proved this to be the case. The oils 
or fats alone do not sustain life, neither does starch or 
sugar alone. With both of these classes of substances, 
as we have seen, a certain proportion of gluten is 
associated in all our grains, fruits, and nutritive roots. 

Hence arrow-root, which is only a variety of starch, 
cannot give strength without an admixture of gluten 
in some form or other. To condemn a prisoner to be 
fed on arrow-root alone, would be to put him to certain 
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death by a lingering, torturing starvation. Ibe same is 
true, to a less extent, of tapioca^ and of most varieties 
of sago,^ all of which consist of starch, with only a 
small and variable admixture of gluten. Even glu- 
ten, when given alone to dogs, has not kept them 
alive beyond a few weeks ; so that no vegetable pro- 
duction, it may be said, and no kind of artificially 
prepared food, will support life, in which starch and 
gluten at least are not united. If they contain at the 
same time a certain proportion of fat, they will admit 
of more easy digestion, and of a more ready applica- 
tion in the stomach to the purposes of nutrition ; and 
if they are either naturally permeated with a large 
quantity of water, or are transfused with it by artifi- 
cial means, they will undergo a more complete and 
easy dissolution in the alimentary canal, and will pro- 
duce the greatest possible effect in ministering to the 
wants of animal life. 

It is interesting to observe how very generally 
adjustments of this kind have been made to the 
w^ants of animals, in the natural composition of the 
eatable parts of plants. But it is still more inter- 
esting to observe how experience alone has almost 
everywhere led men to a rude adjustment, in kind 
and quantity, of the forms of nutritive matter which 
are essential to the supply of their animal wants 

• The pith of the palm, a« it in made into bread by the natiTea 
of Kew Guinea, proljably containn a mifficiont proportion of fiirluteti to 
•lurtain life ; but Urn ia in a great mcaeure waahod out in manufacioritig 
the eago of commerce. Tapioca, as it is imported and consumed in 
this country, oontains, I fliid, about three per cent of gluten. 
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under the dicumstanoes in which they are placed. 
And the absolute necessity of such adjustment is 
proved by all physiological history. For when, through 
force of circunistaaces, or through distorted taste, the 
natural instinct for such adjustment cannot be grati- 
fied, or is foolishly thwarted, the health is endangered, 
the constitution gradually altered, the temperament 
modified, life shortened, families extinguished, and 
whole races of men swept from the face of the earth. 
Such, looked at in their final effects, are the influence^ 
of the kind of food in which individuals indulge, or 
by which nations are supported. 


Note on Whole-meal BreouL — While this sheet is passing 
through the press, it has been announced by a French chemist 
that the bran of wheat, besides the nutritious quality it de- 
rives from the large per-centage of gluten it contains, possesses 
also the property of dissolving the flour or bread with which 
it is mixed, and of reodering it more easily digestible in the 
stomach. It contains a peculiar species of ferment, which, in 
the presence of water, and aided by the heat of the oven in 
baking, and of the stomach during digestion, gradiially con- 
verts the starch of the bread into sugar. To this property of 
bran, as well as to the nourishment it yields, is to be ascribed 
a portion of those wholesome qualities which many persons 
have recognised in whole-meal bread. — (See AiUe^ p. 99.) 
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The fibrin and water of beef. — Compoeition of beef compared wiUi that 
of wheatan bread and whoaten flour. — Striking differences. — ^Dried 
flesh comparod with dried oat-cake. — More fat in domesticated ani- 
mals and such as are fed for the butcher. — Composition of fish.-— 
Bichness of the soJmon and the eel. — Less fat in fowls. — Eating butter 
with fish. — Composition of the egg. — Albumen or white ; its proper- 
ties and relations to gluten and fibrin. — Oil in the yolk, and in the 
dried egg. — Composition of milk. — Milk allied both to animal and 
vegetable forms of food. — Milk a model food. — Importance of a 
mixed food, containing much liquid. — Adjustment of the several in- 
gredients of food in cooking. — Qualities of different kinds of cheese. 
— Composition of new and skimmed milk cheeses. — Comparison with 
milk. — Cheese as a digester. — Solvent power of decayed cheese. — 
Customary practices in cooking. — Comparative value of diflbreot 
kinds of animal food. — Loss of beef and mutton in cooking.— Effbots 
of heat upon meat. — Constituents of the juice of meat. — ^Kreaiane. — 
Effects of salt upon meat. — Loss of nutritive value in salting. — How 
to boil meat and make meat soup. — Animal iats ; their analogy to 
vegetable fats. — The solid fat of beef, mutton, and palm-oiL — Com- 
position of human fat, goose fat, butter, and the oil of the egg.— The 
liquid part of animal fat. — Identity of animal and vegetable ibod m 
regards the mineral matters they respectively contain. 

Beef and bread are the staples of English life ; and 
as the study of wheaten bread in the preceding chap* 
ter gave us the key to the composition and nutritive 
qualities of all other vegetable substances, so an ex* 
amination of beef will help us to a dear knowledge 
of all other kinds of animal food. 
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V . Flesh. If a piece of &esh beef be dried in the 
hot Bunshine, or in a basin, over boiling water, it will 
shrink, dry up, diminish in bulk, and lose so much 
water, that four pounds of fresh, newly-cut beef will 
leave only one pound of dried flesh. 

Again, if we take a piece of lean beef and wash 
it in separate portions of clean water, its colour will 
gradually disappear. The blood it contains will be 
washed out, and a white mass of flbrous tissue will 
remain. If this be put into a bottle with alcohol or 
ether, a variable proportion of fat will be dissolved 
out of it, and the whole fibrous mass will now be 
drier and more compact than before. Through this 
fibrous mass many minute vessels are scattered, but 
it chiefly consists of a substance to which chemists, 
from its fibrous appearance, give the name of fibriTU 

The annexed woodcut (fig. 27) shows the structure 

of muscle, as 
- seen under the 

microscope. The 
cross wrinkles 

“ \ which 

^ V ^ w ' fibres con- 

tract in the liv- 

ThefibrMof]tt«nttkU8ol6,ehowliighow they are . . . 

dSapoeed or arraaged, — the partidee of which they mg animaL 
are oompoaed, and how theyehxink or contract. q£ fibrin 

the lean part of the muscles of all animals chiefly 
consists; it is therefore the principal constituent of 
animal flesh. It resembles the gluten of plants very 




The fihrea of lean mueole, ehowlng how they are 
dSflpoaed or arranged, -~the partidee of which they 
are oompoeed, and how theyehxink or contract. 
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closely in composition and properties — insomuch that 
in a general comparison of animal with vegetable 
food, we may consider them for the present as abso^ 
lutely identical 

Thus we have separated our beef — besides the 
small (quantity of blood and other matters washed out 
of it by the water — into three substances, water, 
fibrin, and fat. Its composition, as compared with 
that of wheaten bread and wheaten flour, is repre- 
sented as follows : — 



Lean beef. 

Wheaten bread. 

Mlieaten floor. 

Water (and blood), 

78 

45 

16 

Fibrin or gluten, 

19 

6 

10 

Fat, 

3 

1 

2 

Starch, kc,. 


48 

72 


100 

100 

100 


Lean beef, therefore, agrees with wheaten flour and 
bread, in containing water and fat— only in beef the 
water is as great as it is in the potato or the plantain* 
It agrees with them also in containing a substance 
(fibrin) which represents in the animal the gluten of 
the plant. The main differences between beef and 
bread are, firsty that the flesh does not contain a 
particle of starch, which is so large an ingredient in 
plants ; and, second, that the proportion of fibrin in 
ordinary flesh is about three times as great as in ordi- 
nary wheaten bread. Or a pound of beef-steak is as 
nutritive as three pounds of wheaten bread, in so far 
as the nutritive value of food depends upon this one 
ingredient In the dry matter of flesh, also, the pro- 
portion of fibrin is greater than that of gluten in any 
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kno^ vegetable food, and very much greater than in 
dried bread made fix)m any of our cultivated grains. 

This latter fact will become more apparent if we 
compare perfectly dry flesh with perfectly dry oat-C£^6 
— oatmeal being the richest of our common kinds of 
meal, both in gluten and in fat. 

Dried flesh. Dried oat-«ake. 

Fibrin or glut^a, . . 84 21 

Fat, .... 7 7 

Starch, . . 70 

Blood and salta, . . 9 2 

100 100 

Here we have the two differences between the lean 
flesh of animals and the most nutritive of our grains 
presented in a very striking light The animal food 
contains four times as much of what for the moment 
we may call gluten ; but it is wholly deficient in the 
other main ingredient of vegetables — the starch — 
which in the dried oatmeal forms seven-tenths of the 
whole weight 

The flesh of wild animals is represented very nearly 
by the lean beef of which the composition is given 
above. Wild animals generally contain little fat 
But it is not so with our domesticated animals, and 
especially such as are reared for food. They all con • 
tain much fat, either collected by itself in various 
parts of the body (the suet or tallow), or intermingled 
with the muscular fibre, as in the highly-prized mar- 
bled beef in which the English epicure delighta In 
the boiling^houses at Port Phillip, a small merino 
tdkeep of 55 lb. weight gives 20 lb. of tallow, which 
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is nearly two-fifths of the whole. In heavier sheep 
the proportion of fat increases, four-fifths of all the 
weight above 55 lb. being tallow. In beef and 
mutton, such as is met with in our markets, from a 
third to a fourth of the whole dead weight generally 
consists of fat. 

Supposing that, as it comes to the table, one-fourth 
of the weight of the butcher-meat we consume consists 
of fat, then the nutriment contained in 100 lb. of it, 
made quite dry, will be represented by — 


Fibrin, 



63 

lb. 

Fat, 

, . 

, , 

80 


Salta and blood. 

• • 

• • 

7 

100 

tf 


This fat to a certain extent represents and replaces 
the starch of vegetable food. 

Fowls contain less fat than butcher-meat ; though, 
when crammed and fed upon food rich in fat, the 
capon and the ortolan, and the diseased livers of the 
goose, become as rich as the fattest beef or mutton. 

The composition of other kinds of flesh which we 
eat as food is much the same as that of beef Veal 
and venison contain less fat, while pork contains 
mora Each variety also possesses a peculiar flavour 
and a faint odour, which is characteristic of the 
species, and sometimes of the variety of the animal 
In some cases, as with our mountain mutton, this 
peculiar flavour is a high recommendation ; in others, 
as with the sheep of the Low Countries, and with the 
goat, it renders them' to many altogether unpalatabla 
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2^. Fisk ia general is less rich in fat than the flesh 
meat in onr markets, and consequ^tlj contains more 
fibrin. Some of our common varieties of fish, when 
perfectly dried, consist of — 




Fibrin. 

FWt, dte. 

Skate, 


97 

8 

Haddock, . 


92 

S 

Herring, 

, 

92 

8 

Salmon, 

. 

78 

22 

Eel, . 

. 

44 

56 


These numbers, of course, are liable to variation — 
the herring especially being very much fatter at some 
seasons and on some coasts than on othera We see, 
however, that salmon is justly considered a rich fiish, 
since it contains three times as much fat as the had* 
dock. The epicure has also a substantial reason for 
his attachment to the eel, since it contains a consider* 
ably greater weight of fat than it does of muscular 
fibre. 

It appears, therefore — 

Firsts That the dried flesh of all the animals which 
we most usually consume for food consists essentially 
of fibrin* 

Second^ That the proportion of fat is variable, and 
that those varieties of animal food are most esteemed 
for human food in which a considerable proportion of 
fat is present Hence, 

Third, Where the proportion of fat is naturally 
small, we endeavour to increase it by art ; as in feed- 
ing the capon. Or we eat along with those varieties 
in which it is small some other food richer in fat 
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Thus, we eat bacon with veal, with liver, and with 
fowl ; or we capon the latter, and thus increase its 
natural fat. We use melted butter with our white 
fish, or we fiy them with fat ; while the herring, the 
salmon, and the eel, are usually both dressed and 
eaten in their own oil If the reader will take the 
trouble of consulting any popular cookery-book, he 
will find that sausage, and other rich mixed meats, 
are made in general with one part of fat and two of 
lean — ^the proportion in which they exist in a piece 
of good marbled beef I Art thus unconsciously again 
imitating nature. 

8®. The Ego. — Akin to flesh and fish is another 
form of animal food — the egg. The egg of the do- 
mestic hen is that which is most commonly known, 
and most extensively used as food. It consists of 
three principal parts — the shell, the white, and the 
yolk. The shell is composed of carbonate of lime or 
hard chalk, and is intended chiefly as a protection to 
the inner part It is penetrated, however, by nume- 
rous minute holes or pores, through which the air is 
capable of passing, and by means of which it is con- 
veyed to the young bird during the process of hatch- 
ing.* It forms rather more than a tenth part of the 
weight of the egg, the white forms six-tenths, and 
the yolk three-tentha A common-sized hen’s egg 

* mifough thene pores, a1jK>, the air enters, by the agency of wjiich 
eggs, when kept, soon become rotten. If these pores are fiUed up by 
mbUng the new*laid egg over with fat, or in any similar way, it will 
keep fresh for an indefinite period. It is then very nearly in the oon* 
dldon of the hermetioally sealed meats now prepared fbr use in long 
Toysges. 
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weiglis about a tboosand grains^ and consists^ there- 
fore, of about — 

White, « • • • 600 grains. 

Yolk, . . . . 800 „ 

Shell, . . . . 100 „ 

1000 grains. 

The white of the egg is so called, because, when 
heated, it coagulates into a white solid substance, 
which is insoluble in water, and almost free &om 
taste. It is known to chemists by the name of albu^ 
meti.* Though different in appearance and in sensible 
properties from fibrin and gluten, it has a very close 
chemical relation to these substances, and serves nearly 
the same purpose in the feeding of animals. We may 
for the present, therefore, consider all the three — glu- 
ten, fibrin, and albumen — as, in a nutritive sense, ab- 
solutely identical. 

The yolk is of a yellow colour. It consists, in part, 
of a variety of albumen, and, therefore, like the white, 
coagulates, though in a less degree, when the egg is 
heated. But if the dry hard yolk be crushed, and 
digested in alcohol, or in ether, it becomes colourless, 
while the spirit extracts, and dissolves a bright yellow 
oiL This oil forms about two-thirds of the weight of 
the yolk, in its perfectly dry state. Thus the yolk, 
like flesh and fish, consists of fat intermixed with a 
substance which has a close resemblance to the gluten 
of planta 

The egg contains, besides, a lat^e per-centage of 


^ 8ee note, p. 95. 
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water, amoantiDg, as in fresh butdier-meat, to nearly 
three*fourths of its whole weight Thus the egg, 
when deprived of its shell, consists, in the natural and 
in the dried states, respectively of — 



Natnnl ftoto. 

Dried at the 
iMatorboU. 
ing water. 

Whole tgic. 

Per cent 

Percent. 

Water, .... 

666 

74 

... 

Albomen, 

127 

14 


Fat, .... 

94 

lOJ 

40 

Aoh (when burned), . . 

13 

li 



900 

100 

100 


It contains also a trace of milk-sugar. 

The egg, therefore, as a whole, is richer in fat than 
fat beef It is equalled, in this respect, among com- 
mon kinds of food, only by pork and by eela It is of 
interest to remark, however, that the white of the egg 
is entirely free from fat, and that albumen is a very 
constipating variety of animal food, so that it requires 
much fat to be eaten along with it, when consumed 
in any quantity, in order that this quality may be 
counteracted. It is, no doubt, because experience has 
long ago proved this in the stomachs of the people, 
that ‘‘ eggs and bacon have been a popular dish 
among Gentile nations from time immemorial. 

4^ Hilk. — A nother nutritious form of animal food 
is the well-known fluid milk. This, as we should ex- 
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pect, contains more water than beef or the egg ; y^, 
contrary to what we might expect* not more than the 
turnip* and much less than the melon. 

Milk* by one well-known process* yields butter or 
fet* and by another* curd or cheese. The curd, to 
which chemists give the mame of casern, from its 
forming cheese* resembles the gluten, fibrin, and albu- 
men, of which we have already spoken, and is classed 
along with them as a nutritive substance. It possesses 
also, weight for weight, about the same value, when 
used as food, and, like albumen, is distinguished, 
when eaten alone* for a remarkably constipating pro- 
perty. 

When the whey of milk, from which the curd and 
butter have been completely separated, is evaporated 
to diyness, a colourless svreet substance is obtained* 
which is known by the name of sugar of milk. When 
dried and burned in the air, milk also leaves behind 
a quantity of ash. These several ingredients exist in 
cow’s milk* in the natural and in the dried states* in 
the following average proportions : — 




Katuial ststt. 

Evaporated 
to dxyncia. 

Water, . 


87 


Curd, or casein, 

, 


841 

Butter, or fat, . 

, 

3 

m 

Sugar (of milk), 

. 


37 

Ash (asaWjr), . 

• 

1 




100 

100 


Thus milk appears to partake of the nature of both 
animal and vegetable food. It contains a large pro- 
portion of curd and butter, which represent the fibrin 
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and fat of beef, and, at the same time, a lai;ge propor- 
tion of sugar, which represents the starch of wheaten 
bread. 

Human milk very closely resembles the milk of the 
cow. Its average composition is as follows : — 

Water, .... 88.91 or 89 

Cord or casein, . . 3.92 — 4 

Butter or fat, . . . 2.67 — 2| 

Sugar of milk, . . . 4.86 — 4| 

Salts or ash, . . . 0.14 — i 

100 lOOf 

The principal difference is in the proportion of 
saline matter, which in human milk is only one-third 
of that of cow's milk.* 

Now, as the natural food of the young mammalian 
animal of every species is the milk of its mother, that 
milk may be looked upon as a kind of model food for 
the species to which the animal belongs. Woman^s 
milk, therefore, is the type of human food, and after 
its form and composition all other kinds of food should 
be adjusted, especially in the case of persons whose 
condition approaches to that of the child. Hence it 
seems reasonable to infer — 

Firsts That our food ought to contain a due admix- 
ture of vegetable and animal substances, in which the 

* The milk of women from fifteen to twenty yoarv of age oontaliMi 
more aolid oonstitoents than that of women between thirty or foH^. 
Women with dark hair aUo giro a richer milk than women with light 
hair. In acuU dieeaMs the togar decroasee one-fourth and the curd 
inoieaiee ono'fourth, while in chronic affectiOBui the butter Inoreaem 
one-fbnrth, and the casein slightly diminishes. In both olasMO of die* 

I the proportion of saline matter incr eas es. 
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proportions of the three most important constituents^ 
fat, starch or sugar, and fibrin or gluten, are properly 
adjusted. 

, Sec<mdf That the food, if not naturally liquid, 
should be intimately mixed with a large quantity of 
liquid before it is introduced into the stomach. This 
lesson we have already learned from the study of 
various natiual forms of vegetable food. 

The attainment of these two ends, in such a way as 
at the same time to please the eye and the palate, 
guides, for the most part, the operations of the cook 
in his kitchen. They ought always to guide the oper- 
ations of those who wish to prepare what it will be 
wholesome for the majority of men to eat. 

5^ Cheese. — ^The manufacture of cheese of differ- 
ent varieties, and the qualities which these varieties 
severally possess, are illustrations of the importance 
of a mixed food. 

Cheese is eaten for two very different purposes — 
either as a part of the regular food, for the general 
sustenance of the body, or as a kind of condiment 
taken in small quantity along with or after the usual 
fare, as is common at dinner-tables. 

In the making of cheese many different varieties 
are obtained, according as the proportion of cream is 
increased or diminished. When it is made from cream 
alone, what is called a cream cheese is obtained, which 
must be used when comparatively fresh, as it soon 
becomes rancid. When the cream of the previous 
night's milking is added to the new milk of the 
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xxumixig, a very rich cheese is madef like our Rnglish 
StUtoii ; when good new milk cmly is employed^ ridi 
cheeses like the Cheddar are obtained; when an 
eighth or tenth of the cream is removed, highly 
esteemed cheeses, like the lazge-eized (120 lb.) Che* 
shires are made, which will not hold together if all 
the cream be left in. There seems, at first sights to 
be no connection between the application of bones 
to the Cheshire farmer's poor grass-land and the 
unexpected crumbling of the Cheshire daiiymaid^s 
cheese. Yet the connection is plain enough. The 
bones bring up richer grass ; this gives richer milk ; 
and this, treated in the old way, a fatter and there- 
fore more crumbly cheese. When the skimmed milk 
of the evening is added to the new milk of the 
morning, the mixed milk yields cheeses like the 
single Glo'ster. If the cream be once removed firom 
the whole of the milk, it yields common skimmed-milk 
cheese ; if it be twice creamed, it gives cheeses like 
some of the poorer sorts made in Friesland ; and if 
skimmed for three or four days in succession, it yields 
the hard homy cheeses of Sufiblk, locally known by 
the name of Suffolk bank, which often requires an 
axe to cut it, and which is so hard “ that pigs grunt 
at it, dogs bark at it, but neither of them dare 
bite it" 

Now, in the making of cheese, the milk is first 
curdled — sometimes by the use of vinegar, but gene- 
rally by means of rennet The curd is then separated 
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fitmi the wh^y in which the sugar of milk remains 
dissolved ; alter this it is carefully pressed and dried. 
Were there no cream taken off the milk, therefore, 
the cheese as a food would differ from the milk chiefly 
in containing little or no sugar. But when more or 
less of the cream is removed from the milk employed, 
the cheese becomes further removed from milk in its 
composition, and less fitted, therefore, to serve alone 
as a nutritious animal diet The following numbers 
represent the composition of a rich Cheddar cheese 
when two years old, and of a common one-year-old 
skimmed-milk cheese made in Lanarkshire. 


Watwr, , 



Cheddar. 

36 

Skim milk. 

44 

Curd, 

• 

• 

29 

45 

Fat, 

• 

, 

80.i 

6 

Ash, 

. 

. 


5 




100 

100 


Both contain a very considerable proportion of 
water, and therefore in this respect they are not un- 
suited for immediate consumption as food. But while 
the fat in one amounts to nearly one-third of the 
whole weight, in the other it only reaches to six 
per cent 

But we shall have a clearer idea of the value of 
these varieties of cheese for a general diet, by com- 
paring their composition in a dried state with those 
of milk, bee^ and eggs, also in the dried state. This 
is seen in the following table : — 
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MBk. 


Bsif. 


CMdar. 

Skimmfik. 

Cseein (cord), • 

S6 

45 

SO 

89^ 

55 

Fhi (butter), , • j 

24 

48 

11 

7 

40 

Sugar. • , . 1 

S7 


... 

... 

... 

UisMral matter, • | 

4 

7 

9 

4 

5 

j 

100 i 

100 

100 




We see from this table that both cheeses are free 
from sugar. Either of them, therefore, must be eaten 
with a quantity of vegetal)le food which may supply 
the starch or sugar required to make it equal to milk 
as a general nourishment Again, the Cheddar cheese 
contains more fat even than the egg. It is too rich, 
therefore, to be used as an everyday diet by the gene- 
rality of stomachs. It is partly for this, and partly 
for the previous reason, that “ cheese and bread ” are 
almost invariably eaten together. 

Then, in the skim-milk chee.se, we have only eleven 
of fat mixed with eighty of the very constipating curd. 
Experience has shown this to be far too little, and 
therefore butter or fat bacon, as well as bread, must 
be consumed along with these poorer cheeses, when 
much of them is intended to be eaten ; or they must 
be cooked, in made dishes, along with some other 
variety of fat 

* Thi« number la ftometbingrlai^r than that ^ren in pnge 129. Thi* 
la beeauee the weight of the blood (five per cent), which consist* ohiefly 
of fibrin and albumen, is hero added to that of the fibrin of the bcM^ 
in which it is contained. The reader will not forget that casein, fibrin, 
and albumen are all nearly identical with each other and with the 
gluten of plants. 
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It is with a view to similar adjustments in the pro- 
portions of the several necessaiy ingredients of a nour- 
ishix^ food, that we mix eggs with sago, tapioca, and 
rice in our puddings, shred the oily yolk into our 
salad, boil rice with milk, and eat rich cheese with 
our maccaronL 

But cheese is often eaten also as a relish or condi- 
ment, only in small quantities at a time. It is chiefly 
the older and stronger-tasted varieties that are so used. 
They are generally very wholesome and digestible 
when taken in this way. As a digester^ as some not 
inappropriately call it, cheese — that which is decayed 
and mouldy being preferred by connoisseurs — is often 
eaten after dinner. Tlie action which experience 
seems to have proved it to possess, in aiding the diges- 
tion of what has previously been eaten, is both curious 
and interesting, and has had some light thrown upon 
it by recent chemical research. 

When the curd of milk is exposed to the air in a 
moist state for a few days at a moderate temperature, 
it begins gradually to decay, to emit a disagreeable 
odour, and to ferment. When in this state, it pos- 
sesses the property, in certain circumstances, of in- 
ducing a species of chemical change and fennenta- 
tion in other moist substances with which it is 
mixed or is brought into contact. It acts after the 
same manner as sour leaven does when mixed with 
sweet dough. 

Now, old and partially decayed cheese acts in a 

L 



We have seen that it is one of the special advan- 
tages possessed liy the varieties of flour obtained from 
wheat and rye, that in tlie hands of the baker they 
form light and spong}' brc^atl. This is owing, as I 
have explained, to a peculiarly tenacious property 
which is possessed b}' the kinds of gluten contained 
in these two species of grain. But the same property 
is possessed to some extent by the white of the egg. 
It has a glairy consistence, which enables it, when 
mixed up witli moistened flour, arrow -root, sago, 
&a, to retain the globules of air or of steam which 
are produced within it by fermentation or by h^t 

* It ifl an interestiDj^ circumstance that such kinds of oheeee mould, 
and Uie iQavour and digestive quality which accompany them, may be 
propagated oven in newer cheeses by inoculation, — remoidag a bH of 
the new, that it from the interior, and patting in a bit of the old in Ut 
place. 
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ThuB, like the gluten of wheat, it enables the mixed 
materials to swell up into a porous mass. Hence the 
lightness which the white of egg gives to puddings, to 
cakes, and even to wheaten bread. In a less degree, 
a similar quality resides in the curd of milk, and 
hence one cause of the improvement in the appear- 
ance of bread which has been wholly or in part pre- 
pared with milk. 

Before leaving this part of the subject, it may be 
useful to exhibit in a tabular form the composition 
of dried beef, eggs, and milk, compared with that of 
dried wheaten flour and dried oatmeal. 



Heef. 

Effg*. 

Milk. 

Fine 
wheat- 
en Sour. 

i 

Oat- 

meak 

Fibrin, casein, albumen, orgluten, 

S9 

55 

35 

12 

21 

Fat, 

7 

40 

24 

n 

7 

Starch or sugar. 



87 


70 

Aab or mineral matter. 

4 

5 

4 

2 

2 


100 

100 

100 

100 

100 


From this table many interesting comparative de- 
ductions may be drawn. 

6® OiOKiNG flesh meat — In cooking animal food, 
plain boiling, roasting, and baking, are in most gene- 
ral favour in our islands. During these operations, 
fresh beef and mutton, when moderately fat, lose on 
an average about — 

In boning. In baking. In roasting. 

4 lb. of beef Iom, 1 lb. 1 lb. 8 os. 1 lb. 5 os. 

4 lb. of mutton lose, 14 os. 1 lb. 4 os. 1 lb. 6 os. 

The greater loss in baking and roasting arises 
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chiefly from the greater quantity of water which is 
evaporated, and of fat which is melted out during 
these two methods of cooking. Two circumstances, 
however, to which it has not hitherto been necessary 
to advert, have much influence upon the successful 
result of these and some other modes of cooking. 

If we put moist flesh-meat into a press and squeeze 
it, a red liquid will flow out Tliis is water coloured 
by blood, and holding various saline and other sub- 
stances in solution. Or if, after being cut very thin, 
or chopped very fine, the flesh be put into a limited 
quantity of clean water, the juices of the meat will 
be gradually extracted, and by subsequent pressure 
will be more completely removed from it than when 
pressure is applied to it in the natural state, and 
without any such mincing and steeping. The re- 
moval of these juices leaves the beef or mutton nearly 
tasteless. 

When the juice of the meat extracted in either 
way is heated nearly to l>oiling, it thickens or becomes 
muddy, and flakes of whitish matter separate, which 
resemble boiled white of egg. They are, in fact, 
white of egg or albumen, and they show that the 
juice of flesh contains a certain quantity of this sub- 
stance in the same liquid and soluble state in which 
it exists in the unboiled egg. Now, the presence of 
this albumen in the juice of butcher meat is of much 
importance in connection with the skilful preparation 
of it for the table. 

The first eflTect of the application of a quick heat 
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to a piece of fresh meat is to cause the fibres to con* 
tracts to squeeze out a little of the juice, and to a 
certain extent to close up the pores so as to prevent 
the escape of the remainder. The second is to co- 
agulate the albumen contained in the juice, and thus 
effectually and completely to plug up the pores, and 
to retain within the meat the whole of the internal 
juice. Thereafter, the cooking goes on through the 
agency of the natural moisture of the flesh. Con- 
verted into vapour by the heat, a kind of steaming 
takes place within the piece of meat, so that whether 
in the oven, on the spit, or in the midst of boiling 
water, it is in reality, when skilfully done, cooked by 
its own steam. 

A well-cooked piece of moat should be full of its 
own juice or natural gravy. In roasting, therefore, it 
should be exposed to a quick fire, that the external 
surface may be made to contract at once, and the 
albumen to coagulate, before the juice has had time 
to escape from within. And so in boiling. When a 
piece of beef or mutton is plunged into boiling water, 
the outer part contracts, the albumen which is near 
the surface coagulates, and the internal juice is pre- 
vented either from escaping into the water by which 
it is surrounded, or from being diluted and weakened 
by 4ih6 admission of water among it 'When cut up, 
therefore, the meat yields much gravy and is rich in 
flavour. Hence a beef-steak or a mutton-chop is done 
quickly, and over a quick file, that the natural juices 
may be retained. 
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On tbe other hand, if the meat be exposed to a 
dow fire its pores remain open, the juice continues to 
flow firom within as it is dried from the surfiice, and 
the flesh pines and becomes dry, hard, and unsavouiy* 
Or if it be put into cold or tepid water, which is after- 
wards gradually brouglit to a boil, much of the albu- 
men is extracted before it coagulates, the natural 
juices for the most part flow out, and the meat is 
served in a nearly tasteless state. Hence, to prepare 
good boiled meat, it should be put at once into water 
already brought to a boil. But to make beef-tea, 
mutton broth, or other meat soups, the flesh should 
be put into the cold water, and this afterwards very 
slowly warmed, and finally boiled. The advantage 
derived from simvuring, a term not unfrequent in 
cookery books, depends very much upon the effects 
of slow boiling as above explained. 

7®. Beef-tea. — It has lately been recommended to 
make beef-tea by simply chopping the meat small, 
pouring upon it its own weight, or any other desired 
quantity of cold water, and bringing it quickly to a 
boiL TTiis process extracts all the natural juices and 
gives a most agreeable and savoury tea, which holds 
in solution about one-eighth part of the solid sub- 
stance of the beef. But it has been stated, as a re- 
commendation of this process, firat, that the tea 
obtained contains all the nutritive qualities of the 
meat^ which is said to be no longer of any value, and, 
second^ that it is as nutritious as if the meat were 
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boiled long enough to give a tea which should stiffen 
to a jelly when cold. 

But this statement is incorrect, and is made only 
in consequence of two very opposite things being con- 
founded. The juice of the meat contains a small 
proportion of a substance called kreatin, which is rich 
in nitrogen, has a certain chemical relation to the 
peculiar principle of tea and coffee (fltein ) — of which 
I shall speak in a subsequent chapter — and exercises, 
as I believe, a special tonic and exhilarating influence 
upon the system, independent of any directly nutritive 
quality it may possess. This substance, with all the 
soluble salts of the flesh, the beef-tea made after the 
above process contains, and the residual fleshy fibre is 
tasteless, and will not alone support animal life for any 
length of time. But eaten along with the tea thus made, 
or with what the tea contains, or made into savoury 
meat by the addition of ordinary gra\y, it will sustain 
and strengthen the body, as all experience proves. The 
meat tea also will be more nutritious, in the ordinary 
sense, the more of the jelly-forming substance of the 
meat it holds in solution. It will bear, in fact, to the 
thinner and more quickly made beef-tea, a similar 
relation to that which cocoa bears to the infusion of 
China tea.^ Both of these last-named beverages con- 
tain a peculiar principle rich in nitrogen, which exer- 
cises a special influence on the activity of the brain ; 
but the cocoa is rich besides in the substances which 
* Soe Thb Bevkragbs wx u^russ. 
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form our ordinary nourishment And as, in conse** 
quence of this difference, cocoa is not so well suited 
as tea or coffee to the digestive powers of some con- 
stitutions, so it probably is with the meat teas or 
decoctions prepared by the two processes referred to. 
The correct values, both relative and absolute, of the 
meat-teas made after the two methods, as well as of 
the undissolved residue of the meat, are therefore 
easily seen and understood. 

8®. Salting of Meat — The application of salt to 
fresh meat has very much of the same effect as the 
application of a quick heat. It causes the fibres to 
contract, the meat to lessen in bulk, and the juice to 
flow out from its pores. Hence the reason why dry 
salt strew’ed upon fresh lean meat gradually dissolves 
into a fluid brine. The efiect of the salt, if a large 
quantity be applied, penetrates deep, so that as much 
as one-third of the juice of the meat is often forced 
out by the contraction of the fibrea The effect of 
this upon the meat is tw'ofold. It diminishes the 
natural flavour, by removing a large proportion of the 
peculiar substances contained in the juice, and adding 
pure salt in their stead. At the same time it closes up 
the pores of the meat, and prevents the entrance of 
atmospheric air, thus diminisliing the liability to decay. 

The preserv^ation of flesh meat by salting, depends, 
therefore, upon the separation of water, upon the ex- 
clusion of air, upon the saturation with salt of the 
juice which remains in the meat, and upon the for- 
mation of a weak compound of the flesh with common 
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salt, which does not readily undergo decay. But this 
jnreservation is attended by a diminution in its nutri- 
tive qualities, for the juice which flows out containB 
albumen (white of egg), kreatin, phosphoric acid and 
potash. These substances are precisely the same as 
are more fully extracted by water, in the method of 
making savoury beef-tea, already described, and in 
proportion as they are extracted they diminish the 
nutritive properties of the meat Hence one reason 
why long feeding on salt meat aflects the health, and 
why vegetable and otlier substances, which are capable 
of supplying what the meat had lost, are found to be 
the best means of restoring it 

As a whole, flesh meat is eminently nutritious, 
because it contains all the materials which are neces- 
sary to build up our own flesh ; but remove from it a 
portion of these materials, and the remainder becomes 
more or less useless, — as bricks and stone become use- 
less to the builder if we refuse him the requisite 
quantity of mortar. 

9®. The Fat of Animal and Vegetable Substances. 
— ^We have seen that, as a whole, there is much ana- 
logy between the bread and the beef, — the vegetable 
and the animal forms of food on which we live. Be- 
tween the gluten of the one and the fibrin of the other, 
we have also found a very close similarity, and that 
in the animal economy they are both fitted and 
intended to serve the same main purpose. If we 
compare the fatty portions of both, we find new 
resemblances. 

M 
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Most of tbe varieties of fat yielded by our commou 
European vegetables are fluid and oily at ordinaiy 
temperaturea Such is the case with the fat ertraoted 
from wheat, from oats, from Indian-com, from linseed, 
from the olive, the poppy, the walnut, &c. The fat 
of the oil palm, however, commonly known by the 
name of palm oil, and some other vegetable fats or 
butters, are solid in the natural state, and at ordinary 
temperaturea And even the oily fats, olive oil for 
example, when exposed to a low temperature, con- 
geal or freeze to a certain extent, and allow of the 
separation of a solid fat in greater or less proportion. 
On the other hand, those which are solid yield to 
pressure a quantity of a liquid fatty oil. So that in 
reality all vegetiible fats consist of two fatty sub- 
stances, one of which is solid, and the other liquid, at 
ordinary temperatures. 

Now% the same is the case with the animal fats — 
with those of beef and mutton for example, with the 
butter of milk, and with the oil contained in the yolk 
of the egg. All consist of a solid and a liquid fat, 
and in this fact we see a new analogy between our 
vegetable and our animal food. 

But a still further and more intimate analogy 
exists between the solid portions of the fatty sub- 
stances of the animal and vegetable kingdoma When 
the solid fat of palm-oil is properly purified it is 
found to consist of a solid, beautifully white, peculiar 
fatty body, to which the name of pcdmitine has been 
given. On tbe other hand, when beef and mutton 



VEGETABLE AND ANIMAL FATS. 


161 


fats are pressed from the oil they contain, and then 
purified, the most abundant substance obtained is a 
peculiar fat which is known by the name of stearvne. 
The remainder consists principally of palmitine. 

Now, of these two fatty bodies the solid fat of all our 
domestic animals almost entirely consists. In beef and 
mutton fats the stearine is the more abundant. In 
human fat, in that of the goose, and in that of butter, 
the stearine and palmitine are in nearly equal pro- 
portiona It is the same with vegetable fats. They 
consist of these two varieties in ditl’erent proportiona 
In some the solid part consists chiefly of steaiine ; in 
others, as in olive-oil, the stearine and palmitine are 
nearly equal in quantity ; while in others again, as in 
palm-oil, the palmitine is the principal ingredient. 
Thus, as there is a kind of identity in nutritive qua- 
lity and value among the compounds represented 
respectively by gluten in plants and by fibrin in ani- 
mals, so there is an absolute identity of substance — 
as regards their solid part at least — among the fatty 
compounds which are met wdth in the eatable pro- 
ductions of both kingdoms. 

The liquid portions of the fats of animals and 
vegetables, though generally regarded as being also 
for the most part identical, are not yet so well under- 
stood as their solid portiona It is a fact of practical 
interest, however, that they become rancid by expo- 
sure to the air sooner than the solid fats do. Hence 
hard butter keeps sweet longer than soft butter does. 
Hence, also, fat meat keej^s longer, when salted, if 
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the fat be hard. And hence the reason why, in 
finishing oflF fat animals for the butcher, especially if 
they are to be salted, it is usual to give dry food for 
some time before killing, that the fat may be hard- 
ened and the flesh made firm. 

In another matter of detail I might show how, in 
still more minute matters, animal and vegetable kinds 
of food are nearly identical. When the parts of 
plants are burned in the open air they disappear for 
the most part, as I have already shown,* and leave 
only a small proportion of ash behind. This ash con- 
sists of a mixture of various substances, spoken of as 
their mineral, earthy, saline, or inorganic constituents. 

The same takes place when the parts of animals 
are burned ; and the mixture of mineral matters 
obtained consists, in either case, of the same sub- 
stances, only differing more or less in their relative 
proportiona The same things occur in the ash of 
bread as are found in the ash of beef In whatever 
degree, therefore, the nutritive properties of our food 
depend upon the kind of mineral matter it contains, 
it is almost a matter of indifference whether we live 
upon an animal or a vegetable diet. 

But to this interesting point I shall have occasion 
to return in a subsequent chapter. 


See The W£ rear, p. 74. 



CHAPTER VII, 


THE BEVERAGES WE INFUSE. 

THE TEAS. 


Artificial drinks nearly all vegfotable infusions, with or without subse- 
quent chemical chang^cs. — Tea, extensive use of. — The tea-plant; 
how its leaves ore gathered. — The aroma produced by roasting. 
— Mode of preparing green and black teas from the same leaves. — 
Principal varieUes of green and black teas. — Differences in fragrance 
and flavour. — Ancient use of tea in China and the adjoining coxm- 
tries. — Introduction into Euroi»e. — Total amount of tea produced. — 
Consumption in the United Kingdom. — Sensible effects of tea. — 
Active cheiuical ingredients in tea. — The volatile oil, its action. — 
The thoine, its comixisition, — Occurs in coffee, in mate, and in gua- 
rnna. — Its eflect in retarding the wjiste of the tissues. — Why tea is a 
favourite with the poor. — The tannin, its properties and effects. — 
The gluten. — Tea-loaves and beans compared in nutritive quality. — 
Tartar mode of using tea. — Eating the exhausted leaver. — Tea varies 
in composition. — Proi>ortion extnictc<l by water varies. — How tea is 
coloured or dyed green in China. — Lie tea. — Mate or Paraguay tea. 
— Its ancient use in South America. — The Hex Paraguayensis or 
mate tree, where it grows, and how its leaves ore collected. — Gon- 
gonha of Brazil, a variety of mate. — Frequent use of mate, and its 
effects. — Composition of the leaf. — The volatile oil, the theine, the 
tannic acid, and the gluten. — Coffee-tea made from the leaf of the 
coffee tree. — Use of this tea in the Eastern Archipelago. — Bfifocts 
observed firom its use in Sumatra. — Contains the same active ingre- 
dients as the leaves of the tea-trees. — Labrador tea used in North 
America. — Abyssinian tea or chaat. — Tasmanian teas. — Faham tea. 
—-Substitutes for Chinese tea and for mate. 


The two most important natural liquids, water and 
milk, have already been treated of. Various artificial 

N 
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drinks, however, are prepared both in civilised and 
in semi'barbarous countries, and are in daily use 
among vast multitudes of men. Such are tea, coffee, 
and cocoa, beer, wine, and ardent spirita The prepa* 
ration and effects of each of these are connected with 
interesting chemical considerationa 

These drinks agree in being all prepared from or 
by means of substances of vegetable origin, and in 
being generally classed among the luxuries, rather 
than the necessaries of life. 

The mode in which they are prepared, however, 
naturally divides them into two classes. Tea, coffee, 
and cocoa are roasted and prepared before they 
are infused in water, and the infusion is then drank 
without further chemical treatment. These axe sim- 
ply inftised beverages. Beer, wine, and ardent spirits 
are prepared from infusions which, after being made, 
are subjected to important chemical operations. 
Among these operations is the process of fermenta- 
tion, and hence they are properly distinguished as 
fermented liquors. 

I shall therefore consider these two classes of 
drinks separately, and in the order in which I have 
mentioned them. 

ITie infused beverages are drunk hot, fermented 
drinks are usually taken cold. The love of such 
warm drinks prevails almost universally. In frossen 
Labrador and snowy Russia, the climate might account 
for this predilection, but the craving is really deeper 
seated The practice prevails equally in tropical and 



ABM IN rSB KVBBTWHBEK. m 

ia arctic regions. In Central America the Indian of 
native blood, and the Creole of mixed European race, 
indtdge alike in their andent chocolate. In South- 
ern America the tea of Paraguay is an almost univer- 
sal beverage. The native North- American tiibes 
have their Apallachian tea, their Oswego tea, their 
Labrador tea, and many others. From Florida to 
Georgia in the United States, and over all the West 
India islands, the naturalised European races sip their 
favourite coffee ; while over the Northern States of 
the Union, and in the British provinces, the tea of 
China is in constant and daily use. 

All Europe, too, has chosen its prevailing beverage. 
Spain and Italy delight in chocolate; France and 
Germany, and Sweden and Turkey, in coffee ; Russia, 
Holland, and England in tea, — while poor Ireland 
makes a warm drink from the husks of the cocoa, the 
refuse of the chocolate mills of Italy and Spain. 

All Asia feels the same want, and in different ways 
h as long gratified it. Coffee, indigenous in Arabia or 
the adjoining countries, has followed the banner of 
the Prophet, wherever in Asia or Africa his false faith 
has triumphed. Tea, a native of China, has spread 
spontaneously over the hill country of the Himalayas, 
the table-lands of Tartary and Thibet, and the plains 
of Siberia — ^lias climbed the Altais, overspread all 
Russia, and is equally despotic in Moscow as in St 
Feteisbuig. In Sumatra, the coffee-leaf yields the 
favourite tea of the dark-skinned population, while 
Central Africa boasts of the Abyssinian chaat as the 
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indigenous warm drink of its Ethiopian peoples* 
Everywhere un-intoxicating and non-narcotic bever- 
ages are in general use, — among tribes of every colour, 
beneath every sun, and in every condition of life. 
The custom, therefore, must meet some universal want 
of our poor human nature 

The beverages we infuse naturally arrange them- 
selves into three classes. First, the teas or infusions 
of leaves. Second, the coffees or infusions of seeda 
And third, the cocoas, which are more properly soups 
or gruels than simple infusions, as they are made by 
diffusing, through boiling water, the entire seeds of 
certain plants previously ground into a paste. 

The Teas. — Of teas there are many varieties in 
use in different parts of the world ; but China tea, 
Paraguay tea or mati5, and perhaps coffee-tea, are the 
most extensively consumed as national beverages. 
There are some others in constant though less general 
employment, to which it will be necessary somewhat 
briefly to advert 

I. China tea is not only the most important of 
these beverages to the British and other English- 
speaking peoples, but it forms the daily drink of a 
larger number of men than all the others put toge- 
ther. Among the three hundred millions of China, 
and among the inhabitants of Japan, Thibet, and 
Nepaul, it is an article of consumption with all classes 
three or four times a-day. In Asiatic Bussia also, in 
a large portion of Europe, in North America, and in 
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Fi^. 28 . 



Austral-asia, it is in, or is coming into, 
almost equally extensive use. It is 
consumed at the present moment by 
probably not less than five hundred 
millions of men, or one-lmlf of the 
whole human race ! 



!r>h«a The Bohce 

Tea-plant. 

Scale, 1 inch to 6 feet 
Scale for leaf. 1 inch 
to *2 inches. 

Fig. 211. 


The tea-plant (Thea sinensis) has 
much resemblance to the Camellia 
Japonica. There are several varieties 
of it, distinguished by some botanists 
as the Tliea viHdis, 2\ hohea^ and 
T strieta, but all are now recognised 
as belonging to one single species, 
somewhat altered in habit 



and appearance by cultiva- 
tion, climate, and soil The 
two most marked varieties 
are represented by the an- 
nexed woodcuts. The small- 
er (fig. 28) is the Thea ho^ 
heUy which produces the in- 
ferior green and black teas 
which are made about Can- 


ton. The larger (fig. 29) is 
Vx the Tliea viridis — the more 
northern variety, from which 
are made all the fine green 
y / teas in the great Hwuy-cbow 
i%Miriruiir--Ti •Common TM-piant. and adjoining proviHC^L 

sc»ufwiiTto<^*to?iDcbos. plant is believed to 
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be a native of China, and grows wild still among the 
hills both of that country and of Japan. It thrives 
best in the cooler parts of the tropical zone, but grows 
in the temperate zone even as far north as the 40th 
degree of north latitude. The districts of China 
which supply the greater portion of the teas exported 
to Europe and America lie between the 25th and the 
31st degrees of north latitude, and the best districts 
are those between 27° and 31®. — (Fortune.) 

The tea-plants are raised from seed which, to secure 
germination, is kept over winter in moist earth, and 
sown in March. When a year old, the young bushes 
are planted out, and then by cropping the main shoot 
for the first year they are kept down to a height of 
about 3 feet, and made to grow bushy. Being placed 
in rows 3 or 4 feet apart, they have some resemblance 
to a garden of gooseberry bushes. The cropping of 
the leaves begins in the fourth and fifth years, and is 
seldom continued beyond the tenth or twelfth, when 
the bushes are dug up and renewed. The plant 
thrives best on dry sunny slopes, where occasional 
showers fall and springs appear, and where an open, 
somewhat stony but rich soil prevents the water from 
lingering about its roots. The season for gathering 
varies in different districts, but the principal leaf- 
harvest ends in May or Juna The leaves are plucked 
by the hand, and chiefly by women. They are gene- 
rally gathered at three successive seasona The 
youngest and earliest leaves are the most tender and 
delicate, and give the highest flavoured tea. The 
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second and third gatherings are more bitter and 
woody, and yield less soluble matter to water. The 
refuse and decayed leaves and twigs are pressed into 
moulds and sold under the name of brick tea. These 
bricks are often made harder by mixing the leaves 
with the serum of sheep and ox blood. This inferior 
variety is chiefly consumed in northern China and 
Thibet 

The first in order, and not the least interesting 
point, in the chemical history of the tea we use, is 
the mode in which it is prepared for the market 
The leaves when freshly plucked have neither a 
decidedly astringent, an aromatic, nor a bitter taste. 
They possess nothing, in fact, either of the odour or 
flavour of the dried leaves. The pleasant taste and 
delightful natural scent for which they are afterwards 
so highly prized, are all developed by the roasting 
which they undergo in the process of drying. The 
details of this process have lately been made known 
to us through the investigations of Mr Fortune. 

Another interesting chemical fact is, that diflferent 
qualities of tea are prepared from the same leaves, 
according to the way in which they are treated in the 
drying. This we should expect to a certain extent But 
theinquiriesof Mr Fortune have shown that either green 
or black tea — though these varieties are so unlike each 
other — may be prepared at will from the same leaves, 
gathered at the same time and under the same cir- 
cumstances. The mode of diying and roasting the 
leaves generally, and the specific processes by whidi 
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the green and tbe black teas are sev^erally obtained, 
have been minutely described by Mr Fortune ;♦ and 
from his description we learn — 

Fi/rsty That, in the process of drying, the leaves 
are roasted and scorched in such a way as necessarily 
to bring about many chemical changes within the 
substance of the leaves themselves. The result of 
these changes is to produce the varied flavours, odours, 

* His description is as follows ; — 

For Qrt§n Tea . — When the leaves are brought in from the planta- 
tions they are spread out thinly on flat bamboo trays, in order to dry 
off any superfluous moisture. They remain for a very short time 
exposed in this manner, generally from one to two hours ; this, how- 
ever, depends much upon the state of the weather. 

In the mean time the roasting-pans have been heated with a brisk 
wood-fire. A portion of loaves is now thrown into each pan, and 
rapidly moved about and shaken up with both hands. They are imme- 
diately affected by the heat, begin to make a crackling noise, and 
become quite moist and flaccid, while at the same time they give out a 
oonsiderable portion of vapour. They remain in this state for four or 
five minutes, and are then drawn quickly out and placed upon the 
rolling- table, and rolled with the hands. 

Having been thrown again into the pan, a slow and steady charcoal 
fire is maintained, and the leaves are kept in rapid motion by the hands 
of workmen. Sometimes they are thrown upon the rattan-table and 
lolled a second time. In alxiut an hour, or an hour and a half, the 
leaves are well dried, and their colour has become ,/Cxed, — that is, there 
is no longer any danger of their becoming black. They are of a dullish 
green colour, but become brighter afterwards. 

The most particular part of the operation has now been finished, and 
the tea may bo put aside until a larger quantity has been made. The 
second part of the process consists in winnowing and passing the tea 
through sieves of different sixes, in order to get rid of the dust and 
other impuritieB, and to divide the tea into the different kinds known 
as twanlmy, hyson-skin, hyson, young hyson, gunpowder, &c. During 
this process it is re-6r©d — the coarse kinds once, and the finer sorts 
three or four times. By this time the colour has come out more fully, 
and the leaves of the finer kinds are of a dull bluish green. 

For Black Tea . — When the loaves are brought in fix>m the planta- 
tlons they are spread out upon large bamboo mats or trays, and are 
aUoeeed to lie tn <Awr eiate/or a coneiderakle time. If they are brought 
in at night they lie until next morning. 
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and tastes by which different varieties of tea are more 
or less distinguished. 

Second^ That the treatment or mode of handling 
by which the leaves are converted respectively into 
green and black teas, is the cause of the different 
colours of these two main varieties. Thus, for 


The leaTce are next gfathercd up by the workmen with both hands, 
thrown into the air, and allowed to so^mrate and fall down again. 
They are toased about in this manner, and slightly beat or flatted with 
the hands, for a considerable space of time. At length, when they 
become soft and flaccid, they are thrown in heaps, and allowed to lit 
in thU tiaie fxtr ahinit an hour^ or perhaps a little longer. When 
examined at the end of this time, they ap|>oar to have undergone a 
slight change in colour, are ^oft and moist, and emit a fragrant smell. 

The rolling process now commences. Several men take their 8ta> 
tions at the rolling-table, and divi<lo the loaves amongst them. Booh 
tak€» as many as ho can press with his hands, and makes them up in 
the form of a ball. This is rolled uf^n tbe rattan-worked table, and 
greatly compressed, the object being to get rid of a portion of the sap 
and moisture, and at the same time to twist the loaves. These balls of 
leaves are frequently shaken out, and piu<so<l fnun hand to hand uutU 
they reach the head workman, who examines them carefully to see if 
they have hikou the requisite ts'ist. When he is satisfied of this, the 
leaves are removed from the rolling-tablo and shaken out upon fiUit 
trays, until the remaining fiortions have undergone the same process. 
In no case are they allowed to lie long in this state, and sometunes 
they are itiken at once to the roasting-pun. 

Tbe next iMirt of tbe proceas is exactly the same as in tbe manipula* 
tion of green tea. 'llie leaves are thrown into an iron f>an, whore they are 
roasted for about five minutes, and then rolled upon the rattan table. 

After being rolled, tbe leaves are shaken out, thinly, on siovea, and 
expo5ied to the air out of doors. A framework for this purpose, made 
of bamboo, is generally seen in front of all the cottages among the tea 
hills. The leaves are allowed to remain in this condition for about 
tliree hours ; during this time the workmen are employed in going 
over the aieves in rotation, turning tbe loaves and separating them 
fy%>m each other. A fine dry day, when the sun is not too bright^ 
eeems to be preferred for this part of the operation. 

The leaves having now lost a largo jiortion of their moisture, and 
having become considerably reduced in sixe, are removed into the hm- 
tory. They are put a second time into the roaeting-pan £ot three 
or ibnr minnies, and taken out and rolled as before. 
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Grerni Teas, BlaeJb TeoA, 

1®. They are allowed to be 
spread out in the air for some 
time after they are gatheired. 

2®. They are then farther 
tossed about till they become 
soft and flaccid. 

3®. They are now roasted 
for a few minutes, and rolled ; 
after which they are exposed 
to the air for a few hours in a 
soft and moist state. 

4®. Lastly, they are dried 
slowly over charcoal fires. 

It is by lengthened exposure to the air, therefore, 
in the process of drying, accompanied, perhaps, by a 
slight heating and fermentation, that the dark colour 
and distinguishing flavour are given to the black teas 

The charcoal fires are now got ready. A tubular basket, narrow at 
the middle and wide at both ends, is placed over the fire. A sieve is 
dropped into this tube, and covered with leaves, which are shaken on 
it to about an inch in ihicknetts. After five or six minutes, during 
which time they are carefully watched, they are removed from the fire 
and rolled a third time. As the bolls of loaves come from the hands of 
the rollers, they are placed in a heap until the whole have 'been rolled. 
They are again shaken on the sieves as before, and set over the fire for 
a little while longer. Sometimes the last operation — namely, heating 
and rolling — is repeated a fourth time ; the loaves have now assumed 
a dark colour. 

When the whole have been gone over in this manner, they are placed 
thickly in the baskets, which are again set over the charcoal fire. The 
workman now makes a hole with his band through the centre of the 
leaves, to allow vent to any smoke or vapoiu- which may tlse from the 
oharooal, as well as to let up the heat, which has l>eon greatly reduced 
by covering up the fires. The tea now remains over the slow charcoal- 
fire, covered with a fiat basket, until it is perfectly dry, — carefully 
watched, however, by the manufacturer, who every now and then stirs 
it up with his hands, so that the whole may be equally heated. The 
black colour is now fairly brought out, but afterwards improves in 
appearance. The after proceoses, such as sifting, picking, and refining, 
are oatried on at the convenience of the workmen. 


1®. The leaves are roasted 
almost immediately after they 
are gathered. 

2®. They are dried off quick- 
ly after the rolling process. 
The whole operation is speedy 
and simple. 
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of commerce. The oxygen of the atmosphere acts 
rapidly upon the jxiices of the leaf during this expo- 
sure, and changes chemically the peculiar substances 
they contain, so as to impart to the entire leaf the 
dark hue it finally acquirer The precise nature, 
however, of these changes has not as yet been chemi- 
cally investigated. 

This action of the air does not appear sensibly to 
affect the weight of the tea obtained, as three pounds 
of the fresh leaves produce on an average about one 
pound of marketable tea of either kind. The teas 
intended for home consumption are not so highly 
dried as those which are prepared for exportation — 
(Dr Bowring) — a circumstance which must affect the 
quality of the beverage they yield. 

The produce of different districts varies in quality 
and flavour with the climate, the soil, and the variety 
of plant cultivated, as well as with the period at which 
the leaves are gathered, and with the mode of drying 
them. The finest tea of China grows between the 
27th and 31st parallels of north latitude, on a low 
range of hills, which is an offshoot of the great chain 
of Pe-ling. The principal varieties of black tea are 
known by the names of Bohea, Congou, Campoi, 
Souchong, Caper, and Pekoe. Of these the bohea 
grows in the province of Fu-kian (Fokien). Pekoe, or 
pak>ho, means “ white down” in Chinese, and conBiste 
of the first downy sprouts or leaf-buds of three-year- 
old planta A very costly tea of this kind, known as 
the ** Tea of the wells of the Dragon,” is used only 
by persons of the highest rank in China^ and is never 
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brought to Europe. Caper is in hard grains^ made 
up of the dust of the other varieties cemented together 
by means of gum. The green teas are known as 
Twankay^ Hyson-skin, Hyson, Imperial, and Gun- 
powder. The hyson is grown in the province of 
Song-ho. The true imperial, known also, because of 
its excellence, as the flos-theae, seldom comes to 
Europe, — that which is usually sold under this name 
being really Chusan tea flavoured with the cowslip- 
coloured blossoms of the sweet-scented olive (Olea 
fragrana). The practice of scenting teas is very com- 
mon, and various odoriferous plants are employed for 
the purpose in different parts of China.* It is re- 
marked, however, by the dealers in tea, that the planta- 
tions which naturally yield a produce of a particularly- 
esteemed flavour are as limited in extent as the vine- 
yards in Europe which are celebrated for particular 
kinds of wine. The price of tea varies, of course, with 
the variations in natural quality, being for some sam- 
ples double or treble what is asked for others. But 
the average price at Canton is about S^d. a-pound, so 
that the grower must sell it at 5d. or 6d. (Meyen.) 

Tea-leaves prepared as above described have been 
in use as a beverage in China from very remote 
perioda Tradition speaks of it as early as the third 
century. The legend relates, “ that a pious hermit, 

* Among thcMio are mentionod the Olea fragrans, Chloranihus inoon- 
•piouus. Gardenia Oorida, Aglaia odorata, Mogorium sambac, Vitezapi* 
oata. Camellia aasanqua. Camellia odorifora, IHioium anisatum. Magnolia 
ynlon, Hoaa indioa odoratissima, Murraya exotica, turmeric, oil of 
Bixa Orellana, and the root of the Florentine Iiia. With such a list 
before na, we cannot wonder that teas should exhibit great diTorsity in 
firagranoe and SaTour. 
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wliOi» in his watchings and prayers, had often been 
overtaken by sleep, so that his eyelids closed, in holy 
wrath against the weakness of the flesh, out them off 
and threw them on the ground But a god caused a 
tea-^rub to spring out of them, the leaves of whidi 
exhibit the form of an eyelid bordered with lashes, 
and possess the gift of hindering sleep.^' A similar 
story is related concerning the introduction of coflee 
into Arabia. Both legends were probably invented 
long after the qualities of tea and coffee were known* 
It was after the year 600 that the use of tea 
became general in China, and early in the ninth 
century (810) it was introduced into Japan* To 
Europe it was not brought till about the beginning 
of the seventeenth century. Hot infusions of leaves 
had been already long familiar as drinks in European 
countries Dried sage-leaves were much in use in 
England,* and are even said to have been carried as 
an article of trade to China by the Dutch, to be 
there exchanged for the Chinese leaf, which has since 
almost entirely superseded them. A Russian embassy 
to China also brought back to Moscow some carefully- 
packed green tea, which was received with great accep- 
tance And in the same centuiy (1664) the English 
East India Company considered it as a rare gift to 
present the Queen of England with two pounds 
of tea If 

* Sage waa in fVeqtient use till after the middle of last oentnry. In the 
Hlh of Whitfield, it is stated, that, when in his fasting hnmonrs at 
Oxford, ** he ate nothing but sage tea without sugar, and ooanMi 
bread.** This was about 1 730. 

t Tke Plant, by SoHLXmKir. Second Editkm, p, 14SL 
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The growth and oonsamption of tea are now really 
enormoua Mr Ingham Travers estimates the total 
produce of the dried leaf in China alone at a million 
of tons, or 2240 millions of pounds ! * To this is to 
be added the tea of Japan, Corea, Assam, and Java. 
The produce of this latter island already goes far to 
supply the markets of Holland ; and the introduction 
of the tea-plant into the hill country of India, into Pulo 
Penang on the Malacca coast, and into Pio Janeiro, 
promises to add largely to its future growth. The 
quantity of tea yielded by an acre of land is not stated 
in any book to which I have access, but if we take it at 
600 lb., which is probably a full estimate, the extent 
of land devoted to this branch of rural industry in 
China alone must be nearly Si millions of acres ! 

The consumption of tea in the United Kingdom in 
1853 amounted to 58 millions of pounds (25,000 tons) 
— about one forty-fifth part of the estimated produce 
of China. This is at the rate of 2 lb. per head of 
the population, and the consumption is rapidly on 
the increase. Among European nations, tea is pre* 
eminently a British, Dutch, and Russian drink. 
Among the other nations of Europe, coffee and cocoa 
are more usual beverages than tea. This is strikingly 
illustrated by the fact, that while in 1835 about 
86 millions of pounds of tea were consumed in the 
United Kingdom, only 200,000 lb, were consumed in 
the kingdom of Prussia I The population of Prussia 
was then upwards of thirteen milliona And this dif- 
ference in national tastes and habits is further illua- 
* A Few Wards an the Tea Duties, Ijondon, ISSa 



The effects of tea, as it is used in Chm% are thus 
described by Cliinese writers : “ Tea is of a cooling 
nature, and, if drunk too freely, will produce exhaus* 
tion and lassitude. Country people, before drinking 
it, add ginger and salt to counteract this cooling 
property. It is an exceedingly useful plant. Drink 
it, and the animal spirits will be lively and clear. 
The chief rulers and nobility esteem it ; the lower 
people, the poor, and beggarly will not be destitute 
of it All use it daily, and like it’’ Another writer 
says, ** Drinking it tends to clear away all impurities^ 
drives off drowsiness, removes or prevents headache, 
and it is xmiversally in high esteem.* 

The mode of using it in China is to put the tea into 
a cup, to pour hot water upon it, and then to drink 
the infusion off the leaves, and without admixture. 
While wandering over the tea districts of China, Mr 
Fortune only once met with sugar and a teanspoon. 

The mode of making and drinking the infusion of 
tea probably does not alter its general effects upon 
the system. In China cold water is disliked, and 
considered as unwholesome, and therefore tea is 
taken to quench the thirst, which it probably does 
* FOBTUVts Tea JOistrieU of China, toL ii p. 231. 
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best when drunk umnixed. The universal use, ou 
the oilier hand, of sugar and cream or milk among 
us, probably arose fiom its being introduced here 
as a beverage among grown>up people whose tastes 
were already formed, and who required something 
to make the bitter infusion palatable. The practice 
thus begun has ever since continued, and, physiolo* 
gically considered, is on the whole, I believe, an 
improvement upon the Eastern fashion. 

In Kussia a squeeze of a lemon often takes the 
place of our cream ; and in Germany, where the tea 
is made very weak, it is common to flavour it with 
rum, cinnamon, or vanilla. 

The effects of tea as obtained and thus used among 
us are too familiarly kno%vn to require any detailed 
explanation. It exhilarates without sensibly intoxi- 
cating. It excites the brain to increased activity, 
and produces wakefulnesa Hence its usefulness to 
hard students, to those who have vigils to keep, and 
to persons who labour much witli the head. It 
soothes, on the contrary, and stills the vascular 
system, and hence its use in inflammatory diseases, 
and as a cure for headacha Green tea, when taken 
strong, acts very powerfully upon some constitutions, 
producing nervous tremblings and other distressing 
symptoms, acting as a narcotic, and in inferior 
animals even producing paralysis.* Its exciting 
effect upon the nerves makes it useful in counteract- 

* New ton in China la said to exhibit this narcotic quality in a high 
degree, and hence the Chinese rarely use tea before it is a year old. 
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ing the effects of opiam and of fermented liquoi% 
and the stupor sometimes induced by fever. 

In manufactured tea there are at least three active 
chemical substances, by the conjoined influence of 
which these effects are produced. 

1®. Uie volatile oil , — When commercial tea is dis- 
tilled with water there passes over a small quantity of 
a volatile oil, which possesses the aroma and flavour 
of the tea in a high degree. A hundred pounds of 
tea yield about one pound of this oil, and to this 
minute quantity of its volatile ingredient the value of 
tea in general estimation is in a great measure due. Its 
special action upon the system has not yet, we believe, 
been scientifically investigated. But that it does 
exercise a powerful, and most likely a narcotic in- 
fluence, is rendered probable by many known facts. 
Among these 1 mention the headaches and giddi- 
nesses to which tea-tasters are subject ; the attacks of 
paralysis to which, after a few years, those who are 
employed in packing and unpacking chests of tea are 
found to be liable ; and the circumstance already 
alluded to, that in China tea is rarely used till it is a 
year old, because of the peculiar intoxicating property 
which new tea possesses. The effect of this keeping 
upon tea must be chiefly to allow a portion of the 
volatile ingredients of the leaf to escapa And lastly, 
that there is a powerful virtue in this oil is rendered 
probable by the fact, that the similar oil of coffee has 
been found by experiment to possess narcotic pro- 
pertiea — (P. 206.) 

This volatile ingredient does not exist in the 
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natural leaf^ but is produced during the process of 
drying and roasting already described. 

2®. The Theine . — When dry finely-powdered tea- 
leaves are put upon a watch-glass, covered over with 
a conical cap of paper, and then placed upon a hot 
plate, a white vapour gradually rises from the leaves, 
and condenses on the inner side of the paper in 
the form of minute colourless crystals. If, instead of 
the leaves, a dried watery extract of the leaves 
be employed, the crystals will be obtained in 
greater abundance. These crystals consist of the 
substance known to chemists by the name of Theine 
or Caffeine. The teas of commerce contain, on an ave- 
rage, about two per cent of this theine (Stenhouse). 
In some it is a little more. Certain green teas, 
according to Peligot, contain as much as six pounds 
in eveiy hundred pounds of the dried tea ; but so large 
a proportion as this is very rare. 

Theine has no smell, and only a slightly bitter 
taste. It has little to do, therefore, either wdth the 
taste or flavour of the tea from w^hich it is extracted. 
It is remarkable, however, in three respects — 

First, in containing a very large per-centage of 
nitrogen, an element I have already spoken of as 
forming four-fifths of the bulk of our common atmo- 
spheric air, and as distinguishing the gluten of wheat 
from the starch with which it is associated in the 
grain.* The composition of theine is represented by 
the following numbers — 


* See The Ant ws brbatbe and Turn Bread we eat. 
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OArbon, * 

* . « 4SJS 

Hydrogen* 

. . . 5M 

Nitrogen, 

, 2S.83 

Oxygen, 

ia.29 


100 


It contains, therefore, nearly three^tenths of its 
weight of nitrogen ; a proportion which exists in only 
a very small number of other known substancea 

Seccmd , — Theine is remarkable in being present 
not only in Chinese tea, but also in mat^ or Paraguay 
tea, in coffee, and in guarana — a substance prepared 
and used in Brazil in the same way as coffee. It is 
a very curious fact that, in countries so remote from 
each other, plants so very unlike as all these are 
should have been, by a kind of instinct as it were, 
selected for the same purpose of yielding a slightly 
exciting, exhilarating, and refreshing beverage ; and 
that these plants, when now examined by chemists, 
should all be found to contain the same remarkable 
compound body which we call theine or caffeine. 
The selection must have been made by the indepen- 
dent discovery, in each country and by each people, 
that these several plants were capable of gratifying a 
natural constitutional craving, or of supplying a want 
equally felt by all. 

Third . — The observed effects of this substance, 
when introduced into the system, justify this con- 
clusion, and form the third point which is worthy of 
remark in regard to it It is known that the animal 
body, while living, undergoes constant decay and reno- 
vation. The labours of life waste it — ^the food intro- 
duced into the stomach renews it That which is 
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wasted passes off through the luugs and the kidneys, 
or is in other ways rejected from the body of the 
animal. The solid matters contained in the urine 
are in some degree a measure of this waste; and 
especially the quantity of urea and phosphoric acid it 
contains at different periods, is supposed to measure 
the comparative waste of the tissues at these different 
timea Now, the introduction into the stomach of even 
a minute proportion of theine — three or four grains 
a-day — has the remarkable effect of sensibly diminish- 
ing the absolute quantity of these substances voided 
in a day by a healthy man, living on the same kind 
of food, and engaged in the same occupation, under 
the same circumstances. This fact indicates that the 
waste of the body is lessened by the introduction of 
theine into the stomach — that is, by the use of tea. 
And if the waste be lessened, the necessity for food to 
repair it will be lessened in an equal proportion. In 
other words, by the consumption of a certain quantity 
of tea, the health and strength of the body will be 
maintained in an equal degree upon a smaller supply 
of ordinary food. Tea, therefore, saves food — stands to 
a certain extent in the place of food — while at the 
same time it soothes the body and enlivens the mind. 

In the old and infirm it serves also another purpose. 
In the life of most persons a period arrives when the 
stomach no longer digests enough of the ordinary 
elements of food, to make up for the natural daily 
waste of the bodily substance. The size and weight 
of the body, therefore, begin to diminish more or less 
perceptibly. At this period tea comes in as a medi- 
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due to arrest the waste, to keep the body from falling 
away so fast, and thus to enable the less eneigetic 
powers of digestion still to supply as much as is 
needed to repair the wear and tear of the solid tissue 

N o wonder, therefore, that tea should be a favourite — 
on the one hand, with the poor, whose supplies of sub- 
stantial food are scanty — and on the other, with the 
aged and infirm, especially of the feebler sex, whose 
powers of digestion and whose bodily substance have 
together begun to fail. Nor is it surprising that the 
aged female, who lias barely enough of weekly income 
to buy what are called the common necessaries of life, 
should yet spend a portion of her small gains in pur- 
chasing her ounce of tea. She can live quite as well 
on less common food, when she takes her tea along 
with it ; while she feels lighter at the same time, more 
cheerful, and fitter for her work, because of the 
indulgence. 

The quantity of three or four grains of theine, men- 
tioned above, is contained in less than half an oimce 
of good tea,* and may be taken in a day by most full- 
grown persons, without unpleasant effecta But if 
twice this quantity, or eight grains a-day, be taken, 
the pulse becomes more frequent, the heart beats 
stronger, trembling comes on, and a perpetual desire 
to void urine. At the same time the imagination is 
excited, and, after a while, the thoughts wander, 
visions begin to be seen, and a peculiar state of in- 
toxication comes on. All these symptoms are followed 
by, and pass off in, a deep sleep The effects of strong 

* An otttice of good toa contaisui about ten graina of thttina. 
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tea, therefore — and especially of old teas, and such as 
are peculiarly rich in theine — ^are to be ascribed in great 
part to the over-dose of this substance which has been 
introduced into the stomach. 

3®. The Tannin^r tannic acid. — If tea be infused 
in hot water in the usual manner, and the infusion be 
poured into a solution of common green copperas 
(sulphate of iron), the mixture will become black. 
Or if it be poured into a solution of glue or isinglass 
(gelatine), it will render the solution turbid or muddy, 
and cause a greyish precipitate to fall. These ap- 
pearances show that the tea contains an astringent 
substance, known to chemists by the name of tannin 
or tannic acid. This substance is so called, because it 
is the ingredient which, in oak bark, is so generally 
employed for the tanning of leather. 

To this tannic acid tea owes its astringent taste, its 
constipating effect upon the bowels, and its property 
of giving an inky infusion with water which contains 
iron. It forms from 13 to 18 per cent of the whole 
weight of the dried tea-leaf, and is the more com- 
pletely extracted the longer the tea is infused. The 
tannic acids, of which many varieties are known to 
chemists, though naturally colourless, have all a ten- 
dency to become dark-coloured when exposed to the 
air. This is one reason why the same leaves, when 
dried quickly, will give a green, and when dried more 
slowly, a black tea, as has been described by Mr 
Fortune. 

What is the full and precise action of this ta nn in 
upon the system, as we drink it in our tea, or whether 
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it contributes in any degree to the exhilarating, satis- 
fying, or narcotic action of tea, is not yet known. 
That it does aid even in the exhilarating effect which 
tea produces, is rendered very probable by the fact, 
that a species of tannin is the principal ingredient in 
the Indian betehnut, which is so much chewed and 
prized in the East, and which is said to produce a 
kind of mild and agreeable intoxication.* 

4®. The Gluten . — The three substances already 
described may be considered as the really active con- 
stituents of the tea-leaf as it is usually employed. 
But it is an interesting fact, that the leaf contains a 
large proportion of that nutritive ingredient of plants 
to which the name of gluten -f is given. This sub- 
stance forms as much as one-fourth of the weight of 
the dry leaves ; so that if we chose to eat them in 
mass, they would prove as nutritious as beans or pease. 
This is seen by the following table, which exhibits the 
composition of beans and of tea-leaves as they are 


severally brought to market 

Tea'leaves. 

Brant. 

Water, 

Starch, gum, kc,. 

27^ 

48 

Gluten, 

20 to 25 

24 

Fat, 

3 

2 

Tannic acid. 

Vot 


Hank or woody fibro. 

20t 

10 

Ash, 

5 

2 


lUO 

"lOO 


* See Tbx Narcotics ws indulge ik. 
t See The Bread we eat. 

t The ingredleDts marked with a X are very variable In quantity in 
the tea^leaX 
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Of this large per-centage of gluten, the water in 
which we usually infuse our tea, extracts very little; 
and hence we throw away, in the waste leaves, a large 
proportion of the common nutrition they contain. It 
has been recommended, therefore, as an improved 
method of infusing tea, that a pinch of soda should be 
put into the water along with it. The effect of this 
would be, that a portion at least of the gluten would 
be dissolved, and the beverage in consequence made 
more nutritious. The method of preparing the brick 
tea adopted among the Mongols and other Tartar 
tribes, is believed to extract the greater part of the 
nutriment from the leaf. They rub the tea to fine 
powder, boil it with the alkaline steppe- water, to which 
salt and fat have been added, and pour off the decoc- 
tion from the sediment. Of this liquid they drink 
from 20 to 40 cups a-day, mixing it first with milk, 
butter, and a little roasted meal. But even without 
meal, and mixed only with a little milk, they can sub- 
sist upon it for weeks in succession. 

The effect of the tea in this way of using it seems to be 
twofold. First, it directly nourishes by the gluten and 
milk or meal it contains ; and, second, it makes this 
food go farther, through the waste-retarding influence 
of the theine, which the boiling thoroughly extracts. 

But the most perfect way of using tea is that 
described, I think, by Captain Basil Hall, as practised 
on the coast of South America, where tea-leaves, after 
being exhausted by infusion, are handed round the 
company upon a silver salver, and partaken of by 
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each guest in sucoewon. The exhilaradng effects of 
the hot liquid are in this practice followed by the 
nutritive effects of the solid leaf. It is possible that 
this practice may refer to the Paraguay tea, so exten- 
sively used in South America ; but in either case the 
merit of it is the same. 

The foiir substances above mentioned are the most 
important ingredients of the tea leaf. It contains 
besides, as is shown b}’' the table given above, a large 
proportion of starch and gum, some of which will, of 
course, be extracted by boiling water, and will give a 
certain nutritive value to the infusion. Tea, how- 
ever, varies in composition with the mode of drying, 
with the age of the plant and of the leaf, with the 
season in w'hich it is gathered, and even with the 
variety of shrub on which it has grown. Hence the 
proportion of the whole leaf w-hich is extracted by 
boiling water varies much both in kind and quan- 
tity. The genuine green teas, which are usually pre- 
pared from the young leaves, yield more of the lighter 
coloured — the black teas more of the darker coloured, 
ingredients. And even of teas of the same colour and 
name in the market, different samples yield to boil- 
ing water very different proportions of soluble matter. 
Two samples of souchong, for example, examined by 
Davy and Lehmann, respectively, gave to boiling 
water, from a hundred parts — 

82j parts to Davy, 

„ to l^ohmaxm. 

While Iff. Peligot, who tried twenty varieties, found 
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that green teas yield to water from 40 to 48^ and black 
teas from 81 to 41 per cent of their whole weight. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the value of tea as a 
beverage, in so far as this depends on the proportion 
of soluble matter it contains, differs very much. We 
usually judge of the quality of a tea by its aroma, 
and by the flavour and colour of the infusion it 
yields ; and these, in the main, are good guides : 
but chemistry indicates that, as in the case of opium, 
some weight ought also to be attached to the propor- 
tion of soluble ingredients it contains and readily 
yields to boiling water. 

It is necessary to mention, before concluding my 
remarks upon tea, that, in addition to the substances 
which it naturally contains, others are sometimes 
added by way of adulteration to the teas of com- 
merce. This is especially the case with the green 
teas, which are not all prepared by simply dry- 
ing the natural leaf as already described, but are 
often artificially coloured by the addition of blue, 
white, and yellow colouring substances. Mr Fortune, 
who saw the colouring performed in China, thus 
describes the process : — “ The superintendent having 
taken a portion of Prussian blue, threw it into a 
porcelain bowl not unlike a mortar, and crushed it 
into a very fine powder. At the same time a quan- 
tity of gypsum was burned in the charcoal fire which 
was then roasting the tea. This gypsum having been 
taken out of the fire after a short time, readily 
crumbled down, and was reduced to powder in the 
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mortar. The two sobstanoes thus prepared were 
then mixed together, in the proportion of four of 
gypsiun to three of Prussian blue, and formed a light 
blue powder, which was then ready for use. 

“This colouring matter was applied to the teas 
during the last process of roasting. About 6ve 
minutes before the tea was removed from the pans, 
the superintendent took a small porcelain spoon, and 
with it he scattered a portion of the colouring matter 
over the leaves in each pan. The workmen then 
turned the leaves rapidly round with both hands, in 
order that the colour might be equally diffused. To 
14* lb. of tea about 1 oz. of colouring matter was 
applied. 

“ During this part of the operation the hands of the 
workmen were quite blue. I could not help think- 
ing that if any green-tea drinkers had been present 
during the operation, their taste would have been 
corrected and improved. 

“One day an English gentleman in Shanghae, 
being in conversation with some Chinese from the 
green-tea country, asked them what reasons they had 
for dyeing the tea, and whether it would not be bet- 
ter without undergoing this process. Tliey acknow- 
ledged that tea was much better when prepared with- 
out having any such ingredients mixed with it, and 
that they never drank dyed teas themselves ; but 
remarked that, as foreigners seemed to prefer having 
a mixture of Prussian blue and gypsum with their 
tea» to make it look uniform and pretty, and as 
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these ingredients were cheap enough, the Chinese had 
no objection to supply them, especially as such teas 
always fetched a higher price I ♦ 

Mr Fortune describes the blue substance employed 
as Prussian blue ; and Mr Warrington’s experiments -j* 
show that, until the last few years, this substance was 
very generally in use in China for giving an artificial 
colour to teas. More recently, however, it is said 
that indigo has been substituted, in consequence, pro- 
bably, of the injurious effects which European writers 
have described the Prussian blue as likely to produce 
on the constitution of green-tea drinkera The quan- 
tity of either substance employed, however, is so 
minute that, without justifying the adulteration, I 
think it unlikely that any serious consequences can 
have followed from it. The indigo is probably harm- 
less: but supposing Prussian blue to be used, the quan- 
tity added to the green tea is about one grain to the 
ounce ; and this is already diluted to a pale tint with 
white clay, so as not to contain more than a third, or 
probably a fourth, of a grain of pure Prussian blue. 
This quantity in an ounce of tea is, I think, but little 
to be dreaded ; nevertheless the practice ought to be 
discouraged and abandoned. ^ 

Iicss doubt exists as to the pernicious qualities of 
an adulterated tea largely manufactured by the Chi- 

• FORTtTKEfs TVa Couniria of China, voL ii. p. 69, 

8oe TSranoactiont of (ho Chtmicaf 

$ It i« otay to determine whether indigo or Prueeian blue is the 
oolouring matter of these adulterated toiui. If a portion of the tea bo 
shaken with cold water and Uirown upon a bit of thin muslin, theane 
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neae under the name of Lie tea. This oonmato of the 
sweepings and dust of the tearwarehouses cemented 
together with rice-water and rolled into grains. It 
is made either black to imitate caper, or green to 
resemble gunpowder, and is manufactured professedly 
for the purpose of adulterating the better kinds of tea* 

Genuine tea yields only 5 or 6 per cent of ash 
when burned, being the proportion of mineral matter 
naturally contained in the leaf. The lie teas leave 
from 37 to 45 per cent of ash, consisting chiefly of 
sand and other impurities. These adulterated teas 
are imported into this country to the extent of half 
a million pounds' weight every year ! In this, as 
in similar cases, the poorest classes, who can least 
afford it, are the greatest sufferers from the fraudulent 
introduction of the lieing mixtuffe into the teas they 
buy. Among the low dealers the lie tea is known 
by the name of dust and gum, 

IL Mate, or Paraguay tea, though not used over 
so large an area as the Cliinese tea, is as much the 
passion of the Brazilians and their neighbours, in 
Southern America, as the latter is of the nations of 
north-eastern Asia It is prepared from the dried 
leaves of the Brazilian holly {Ilex Paraguayensi8 \ — 


oolciiring nmtter will pum through the xnuiiUn and lettle to the bottom 
of the water. When the water ia poured off, the bhio matter may be 
treated with chlorine or a solution of chloride of lime. If it ia bleached, 
the colouring matter ia indigo. If potaah makea it brown, and after* 
warda a few drops of aulphuric add make it blue again, it la FntMias 
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(fig. 80)«-— is said to have been in use among the In* 
dians firom time immemorial, — has been drunk by all 
classes in Paraguay since 
the beginning of the seven* 
teenth century, and is now 
consumed by almost the 
whole population of South 
America.” The leaf of this 
tree is 4 or 5 inches long, 
and after being dried it is 
rubbed to powder before it 
is infused. The dried leaf 
has much of the aroma of 
some varieties of Chinese 
tea, and the infusion has 
a pleasant odour, and an 
agreeable bitter taste, 
the state in which it is 
commonly used in South 
America, it is more exciting than China tea, pro* 
ducing a kind of intoxication, and by excessive use 
leading even to delirium tremens. 

The tree which yields the Yerba (or plant par 
exceUence)^ as this tea is called, does not appear to 
be an object of culture. It grows spontaneously, in 
extensive natural plantations, amid the forests of 
Paraguay. The principal Yerbals, or woods of this 
tree, are situated in the neighbourhood of a small 
town called Villa^Real, about fifteen hundred miles 
above Assumption, on the Paraguay river. They are 



In Ikx ParafftMjfnui * — Parafniay holly. 
(Fars^fuay Tea-plant.) 

Scale, 1 inch to 10 feet. 

Beale for leaf, 1 inch to 4 inches. 
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eeattered about, however, in various other localities 
upou the rich tract of country which extends between 
the rivers Parang and Uruguay, Permission to ga- 
ther the leaves is granted by the government to cer- 
tain merchants, in return for a considerable money 
payment. These merchants fit out parties of men, 
chiefly Indians, for the purpose of collecting the 
Yerba, and at the proper season proceed to the foresta 
When in the course of their journey they come to a 
Yerbal, or growth of mat(3 trees, suflBciently extensive 
to make it worth their while to halt and collect the 
leaves, they begin by constructing a long line of wig- 
wams, which they cover wdth the broad leaves of the 
banana and palm. Under these they expect to pass 
nearly six months. An open space is then prepared, 
of which the soil is beaten with heavy mallets until 
it becomes hard and smooth. Over this is erected a 
kind of arch, made of hurdles, called a Barbagua, 
upon which the Yerba branches are placed. Beneath 
these a large fire is kept up till the foliage is tho- 
roughly dried and roasted, without being scorched or 
suffered to ignite. The hard floor is then swept clean, 
the dried branches are laid upon it, and the now brittle 
leaves beaten off with sticks, which partly reduce them 
to powder. They are then crammed and beaten into 
sacks made of damp hides, which, when sewed up and 
left to dry, become in a few days as liard as stone* 
In these sacks, weighing about 200 lb., the mat^ is 
well preserved. The IaV>our of collecting the Yerba* in 
the midst of these tropical forests, is exceedingly severe, 
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and is said to have been very fatal to Indian life. 
Many of the Creoles and Mestizos even assert that 
the Paraguayans have exterminated the poor Indians 
by compelling them to the labour of collecting this 
plant 

From the smallest shrubs the finest tea is obtained ; 
but from the same kind of leaves different qualities 
are procured, according to the mode of preparation, 
and the kind of weather which prevails. Three prin- 
cipal kinds, however, are prepared and sold in South 
America under the names of caa-cuys, caa-miri, and 
caa>guaza — the prefix caa signifying the leaf itself. 
The first is prepared from the half-expanded buds : 
it will not keep, and its consumption is entirely con- 
fined to Paraguay. The second y from the leaf care- 
fully picked and stripped from the nerves before 
roasting, as was done by the Jesuits. And the third, 
from the entire foliage, roasted as above described, 
without any preparation. The two latter varieties are 
not only used largely in the country of Paraguay, but 
are exported as far as Lima and Quito. — (Hooker). 

We have no data from which to calculate the total 
amoimt of msxt6 consumed either in the whole of South 
America or in Paraguay alone. But it must be very 
large, since the quantity exported from the latter 
country is about 50,000 quintals, or 5,600,000 lb. 
a-year. It loses in virtue and flavour, however, and 
its aromatic bitterness diminishes by exportation and 
so that the infusion is drunk in perfection 

p 
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only on tbe spot where the leaves are gathered and 
newly dried. 

In Brazil, a variety of matd called Qongonha is in 
usa It is prepared from the leaves of two other spe- 
cies of holly, the Ilex gongonha and the Ilex theeza/ns; 
but I do not know to what extent. In Chili also, a 
tea called Paraguay tea, but different from the mat^, 
is prepared from the leaves of the Fsomlea glandu-- 
loaa^ and in Central America another variety from 
those of tbe Capraria hi folia. 

The use of the mate is very frequent, as well as 
very universal, in South America. At every meal, 
and at every hour of the day, it is drunk. It has 
acquired the name of Matd from that of the vessel or 
Fig. 31 . cup in which it is infused, 

ff and from which it is drunk. 




Hot water is j>oured upon 
the powdered leaf, then a 
lump of burned sugar, and 
sometimes a few drops of 
lemon juice are added. The 
infusion is sucked through 
a tube, hmnhilla^ohen made 
of silver, which is open at 
one end, and has a perfor- 
ated bulb or strainer at the 
other (fig. 31). The cup is 
passed from hand to hand, 
the same cup, and often the 
same tube, serving a whole 


>f«i4 or ettp. and 
BombiUa or iob«. 
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party. The leaves will bear to be steeped or watered 
three times^ and the infusion is drunk off quickly^ as 
it soon becomes black if allowed to stand. 

“ Persons who are fond of mat^ consume about 
an ounce a-day. In the mining districts it is most 
universally taken, experience having shown that 
fermented liquors are there prejudicial to health.* 
The Creoles in South America are passionately fond 
of the beverage, and never travel without a supply 
of the leaf, which they infuse before every meal, and 
sometimes much oftener, never tasting food unless 
they have first drunk their matd” -f- 

Numerous virtues are ascribed to this favourite beve- 
rage. It possesses many of the good qualities of our 
Chinese tea, while, like opium, it is said to calm the 
restless, and to arouse the torpid. As is the case with 
opiiun also, the habit of using it becomes a kind of 
second nature, so that to give it up, or even to dimi- 
nish the customary quantity, is almost impossible. On 
the other hand, long indulgence, or an immoderate 
consumption of it, is apt to induce diseases similar 
to those which follow the excessive use of ardent 
spirits. It differs both from Chinese tea and from 
opium in acting upon the kidneys and moving the 
bowela 

The chemistiy of the mat6 leaf is but imperfectly 
understood. From being rarely met with in Europe, 

* A maxim of the Jeeults was, £n pais caiientt, aguardisnis; sn 
pats frio, agua yrto”-— iu the worm country, brandy; in the cold 
oountry, water. 

ir Hoos8E*S London Jowmal Botany, voL i. p. SS. 
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it has not been much examined by chemists^ yet we 
are sufficiently acquainted with the nature of its con- 
stituents to be able to account for its most striking 
effects. Thus — 

Firsty — Like Chinese tea, it contains a volatile oil, 
which is produced during the roasting of the leaf, 
gives it a peculiar, agreeable aroma, gradually 
escapes from it by keeping, and upon which a 
portion of its narcotic virtue depends. This is 
shown by the facts already stated, that the tea be- 
comes less valuable wlien long kept or carried to 
great distances, and that it is only drunk in perfection 
near the Yerbal, where it is collected and prepared. 

Secondy — Dr Stenhouse has shown that this leaf 
also contains theine, the vegetable principle which 
we have described as existing in Chinese tea, and 
as producing remarkable effects upon the system 
when introduced into the stomach. The proportion, 
however, is somewhat less tlian in Chinese tea, 
amounting, in the varieties hitherto examined in 
Europe, to about 1 J per cent. 

Tldrdy — Paraguay tea contains a large proportion 
of a peculiar, astringent acid, analogous to the tannin 
or tannic acid. For this reason the fresh leaves are 
used in Brazil by the dyers. It is probably the pre- 
sence of this substance in the infusion which causes 
it to blacken so rapidly when exposed to the air, and 
makes it necessary to drink it off as soon as it is 
made. Were it poured out into cups, as is done 
with Chinese tea, the liquid would become black 
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and repulsive before the eyes of the drinker. Hence 
the reason for the peculiar mode of sucking it through 
a tube which is practised in South America, and 
which at first seems so peculiar to Europeans. And, — 

Lastly , — Like the Chinese leaf, it contains also 
nutritious gluten. Of this substance about 10 per cent 
is present in the dried mate, of which only a small 
proportion dissolves when the tea is infused. The 
benefit of this ingredient, therefore, is experienced 
only where the infused leaf is subsequently eaten, 
as is the case, it is said, in some parts of South 
America, 

An exact analysis of Paraguay tea has not yet 
been made, so that we are still in the dark as to its 
precise composition ; but it is both interesting and 
remarkable to find, so for, a great similarity betw^een 
the Chinese and the South American leaf. Both 
contain the same active ingredients, and both, 
though belonging to very different tribes of plants, 
have been selected to serve the same remarkable 
physiological purposes How ciime tribes so remote, 
and so little civilised, to stumble upon this happy 
selection ? 

III. Coffee-tea. — Attention has lately been drawn 
to the use of the leaf of the coffee-tree as a substitute 
for that of the tea-tree. In 184-5 Professor Blume 
of Leyden, who had travelled much in Java, made 
known in Holland that this leaf was so used in the 
Eastern Archipelago, and recommended it for trial in 



190 


THE BEVERAGES WE IKFUSE 


Europe, Subsequently it was made known in this 
country by Professor Brande;* and at the Great 
Exhibition in 1851, Dr Gardner showed specimens 
of prepared coffee-leaves, announced at the same 
time that they contained theinCy and suggested that 
they should be substituted for our ordinary tea. 

These, along with other circumstances, have drawn 
the attention of Eastern merchants to the subject; 
and it appears from various communications w-hich 
have recently been made public, that the use of 
coffee-leaves in this way is an old practice in the 
Eastern Archipelago- In the Dutch island of Suma- 
tra especially, prepared coffee-leaves form ** the only 
beverage of the whole population, and, from their 
nutritive qualities, have l)ecome an important neces- 
sary of life.” 

The leaves are roasted over a clear smokeless 
bamboo fire, till they become of a brownish-buff 
colour. They are then separated from the twigs, 
the bark of which, after a second roasting, is rubbed 
off and used along with the leavea In this state 
they have an extremely fragrant odour, resembling 
that of a mixture of tea and coffee. When immersed 
in boiling water, they give a clear brown infusion, 
which, with sugar and cream, forms an agreeable 
beverage. Mr Ward, who has been many years 
settled at Pedang, in Sumatra, thus narrates his 
experience in regard to the use of the coffee-leaf in 
that island : — 


Ckitniitiy, p. 103. 
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** The natives have a prejudice against the use of 
water as a beverage^ asserting that it does not 
quench thirst, or afford the strength and support 
the coffee-leaf does. With a little boiled rice and 
infusion of the coffee-leaf, a man will support the 
labours of the field in rice-planting for days and 
weeks successively, up to the knees in mud, under 
a burning sun or drenching rain, which he could not 
do by the use of simple water, or by the aid of 
spirituous or fermented liquors. I have had the 
opportunity of observing for twenty years the com- 
parative use of the coffee-leaf in one class of natives, 
and of spirituous liquors in another — the native 
Sumatrans using the former, and the natives of 
British India, settled here, the latter; and I find 
that, while the former expose themselves with impu- 
nity to every degree of heat, cold, and wet, the latter 
can endure neither wet nor cold for even a short 
period, without danger to their health. 

Engaged myself in agriculture, and being in 
consequence much exposed to the weather, I was 
induced several years ago, from an occasional use of 
the coffee-leaf, to adopt it as a daily beverage, and 
my constant practice has been to take two cups 
of a strong infusion, with milk, in the evening, as 
a restorative after the business of the day. I find 
from it immediate relief from hunger and fatigue. 
The bodily strength is increased, and the mind 
left for the evening clear and in full possession of 
its facultiea On its first use, and w^hen the leaf has 
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not been sufficiently roasted, it is said to produce 
vigilance; but I am inclined to think that, where 
this is the case, it is rather by adding strength and 
activity to the mental faculties, than by inducing 
nervous excitement I do not recollect this effect 
on myself except once, and that was when the leaf 
was insufficiently roasted. 

‘‘ As a beverage the natives universally prefer the 
leaf to the berry, giving as a reason that it contains 
more of the bitter principle, and is more nutritioua 
In the lowlands, cofh'e is not planted for the berry, 
not being sufficiently productive; but, for the leaf, 
the people plant it round their houses for their own 
use. It is an undoubted fact that everywhere they 
prefer the leaf to the berry.'* ♦ 

He adds further, that while the culture of the 
coffee plant, for its fruit, is limited to particular soils 
and more elevated climates, it may be grown for the 
leaf wherever, vjithin the tropics, the soil is suffir 
dently fertile. This is a very important fact, and, 
should the leaf come into general use, will no doubt 
lead to the introduction of new forms of husbandly 
in many tropical regions, from which the coffee-tree, 
as a profitable article of culture, has l)een hitherto 
exclu<led. The Brazilian government is said to be 
directing its attention to tlie subject, and shipments 
of prepared coffee-leaves are announced to have been 
already made from that country to Europe. At pre- 

• Pkarmactutical Jtmrnal, vol. liii. p. 208. 



CONSTITDTOTB OF THE CX)FFEE-LEAF. 103 

sest the price of the prepared leaves in Sumatra is 
about lid. a-pound ; and they may be packed of good 
quality, for the European market, for 2d. a-pound. 

In regard to the constituents of the dried coffee- 
leaf, the agreeable aroma emitted shows that, like 
Chinese tea, it contains a volatile oil, which will 
probably act upon the system like the similar oils of 
tea and coffee. It has been proved also to contain 
theine to the extent of about per cent — (Sten- 
HOUSe) — and an astringent acid closely resembling 
that which is found in Paraguay tea. Both of these 
are present in it in larger proportion than in the 
coffee-bean ; and hence, probably, the reason why 
the leaf is preferred to the bean by the natives of 
Sumatra These, with about 13 per cent of gluten 
and some gum, are all the ingredients yet found in 
the leaf. But the presence of these substances proves 
it to be so similar to the tea-leaf in composition, as 
to lead to the belief that it may be successfully sub- 
stituted in common use for the Chinese tea. And 
this conclusion is supported by the wakefulness which 
is said to l>e produced by the infusion of coffee-leaves, 
by the bodily refreshment it is found to yield, by 
the directly nutritive power which the leaves possess, 
and by the general favour they have found in the 
estimation of the people of Sumatra. 

To boiling water the dried coffeedeaves yield about 
39 per cent of their weight — as much as is taken up 
by water from the most soluble varieties of the coffee- 
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bean, and more than is yielded by Chinese tea.* In 
this property, therefore, the leaf of the coflfee-tree is 
also equal to the bean. 


IV. Labrador tea is the name given in North 
America to the dried leaves of the Ledum paluatre and 
the Ledum luti/olium (fig. 32). These plants grow 
Fig. 3*2. borders of the swamps, 

. and along the heathy shores 
4vv mountain lakes in the 

‘ •' colder regions of that conti- 

nent. The leaves are gathered 
and used in the stead of Chi- 
narrower leaved 
plant (Z. pa Zits^re), according 
to Dr Richardson, giving tea 
^ l>etter quality. Both 

varieties are very astringent, 
and possess a narcotic, sooth- 
ing, and exhilarating quality. 
Tliis narcotic quality is so 
^ ^ strong that in the north of 

Lf^dum paiu$(re — The Mai^h i i 

Ledum, or Uibrador Te:k. LUTOpe (OMTedeU and Uor- 

or“ many) these plants are secret- 
employed by fraudulent 
Scale, 1 inch to 2 feet- browors to give headiness to 

LeftTM and flowers nearly natu* , , 

raiaiwj. bcer. They nave not as yet 

been examined chemically. From the above facts, how- 
ever, we may infer that, besides a variety of tannin, 

* See pages 178 and 210. 


L^dum patustre — The Man^h 
Ledum, or Labrador Teit. 

The ttiidermoBt flower and leaf 
repreaent Uiom of 


Scale, 1 inch to 2 feet. 

LeSTM and flowera nearly natu* 
ral aiju). 
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to which they owe their astringency^ they contain an 
active narcotic principle, more powerful, probably, than 
the theine of the tea-leaf, to which their peculiar, ex- 
hilarating, and stupefying effects are due. It is pos- 
sible also that, in the cold northern climates of Sweden 
and Labrador, the effects of such a narcotic substance 
may be less sensibly felt than under our milder skiea 

V. Abyssinian tea, called in its native country 
Eliat or Chaat, is very extensively cultivated in Shoa 
and the adjoining regions, and is in general use 
among the inhabitants, just as tea is in China. It 
consists of the dried leaves of the Catka edulis, a 
species of small tree which is allied to the Sageretia 
iheezana, from which the poorer classes of Chinese 
prepare an inferior kind of tea. In a light gravelly 
soil the plant attains a height of 1 2 feet. The leaves 
are plucked in the dry season, and well dried in the 
sun. In Abyssinia they sell at Id. or 2<i a-pmmd.* 
They are either chewed, boiled in milk, or infused in 
boiling water, and, by the addition of honey, yield a 
pleasant beverage. They have much resemblance to 
Chinese tea, both in their qualities and their effects. 
They are bitter to the taste, possess exhilarating pro- 
perties, and dispel sleep if used to excess. 

The leaves of this plant are also used green. For- 
skall states that the Arabs eat them green because of 
their property of preventing sleep. To such a degree 
do they exhibit this influence, that a man who chews 
* HaBBIS— qf Ethiopia, voL ii. p. 423. 
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them may stand sentry all night without feeling 
drowsiness. They are also regarded as an antidote 
to the plague ; and the Arabs believe that the plague 
cannot appear in places where the tree is cultivated. 
Botta adds to these qualities that, when fresh, the 
leaves are very intoxicating.* 

This North African tea appears to be very exten- 
sively cultivated and used, though less so now than 
in ancient times ; but we have no means of estimat- 
ing the absolute quantity which is grown and con- 
sumed, We are entirely ignorant also, I believe, of 
its exact chemical histoiy% and do not yet know 
whether it belongs to the class of plants in which 
theine exists. Its relation to the Sageretia theezans 
of China renders this not unlikely. 

VI. Other teas. — Many other plants, of which the 
chemistry is unknown, are used in various countries 
as more or less perfect substitutes for Chinese tea. 
Thus, the name 

Ta^nfnanian tea is given to the dried leaves of 
various species of Melaleuca and Leptospermum, 
belonging to the order of the ]Myrtacea3, which are 
collected in Australia, and used by the colonists 
instead of Chinese tea. I'hese trees are commonly 
called tea-trees, and the large tracts of country which 
are covered with them, tea-tree flats. The leaves of 
various species of Correa also, which belong to the 
Butacese, and especially of the Correa olJba^ are col- 

* £nri>LET — VtgHahlt Kingdcmf p. S87. 
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lected and used for the same purpose. The leaves of 
Accena sanffuisarba, a plant allied to the Bosacese, 
and which abounds everywhere in Tasmania, are said 
to be an excellent substitute for tea. In the same 
eastern region the leaves of the Glaphyria nitiday 
another of the Myrtaceie — called by the Malays the 
Tree of Long Life, affords at Bencoolen, in Sumatra, 
a substitute for tea. 

Faham tea^ again, is the name given in Mauritius 
to the dried leaves of the Angrcecum fragrana — a 
fragrant orchid. The infusion of these leaves is ex- 
ceedingly pleasant to the smell, and is drunk to pro- 
mote digestion, and in certain diseases of the lungs. 
Its fragrance is owing to the presence of coumaHn, 
the odoriferous principle of the Tonka bean, and of 
mellilot, described in a subsequent chapter.* This 
leaf does not contain theine, and is not therefore 
to be classed in its virtues and uses with the Chinese 
and Paraguay teas. 

Besides all these we have North American substi- 
tutes for the China leaf, distinguished by the names 
of Appalachian tea, Oswego tea, Mountain tea, and 
New Jersey tea. We have a Mexican tea, a Brazi- 
lian tea, — the aromatic Capitao da matto, — a Santa 
Fd tea, an Indian (Toolsie) tea, and many others. Of 
the chemistry of all these substitutes we know next 
to nothing. I have therefore embodied in the follow- 
ing table nearly all the information we possess regard- 
ing them : — 

♦ Soe Tax Oi>ovB8 wx xxjot. 
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U8T OF BOBSTITUTEB FOR CBINISSB TXA AND MAt£. 


Jtmm* of the Plant. Natarst ontor. 


Sag«reti« thaecaos. | R)iamnac«tt‘. 

Oermiun album, Labiattr. 

Catha eduUs, . Celiutnicea*. 

Glaphyria nitidu, '! M>rtaceae. 

Corraa alba. . .! Rutacear. 

} S...guU<.rbU«». I 

Lepto»p«nuuin ^ \ 
acoparium, and V Myrtacair. 

L. tli«a, . . ) 1 
Melaleuca acopa- \ [ 
ria, and M. ge- /• , Myrtacea?. 

niaiifulia, . . I : 

Myrttm uvni, j Myrtao?'**. 

Fauraleagiandiibku, 

Alatonia Uuiafonu)«,. (Stynica<.< (r. 
Caprana bifoiia. . .Scr^p}lula^uu'ea^. 
Lantana f»«eudi>thea Virbeiiacea*. 

rrmoagiahrr. . .» Aquifoliacvar. 

Ceanothufl Anutri- \ ,, , 

canuE, . . Rbamnaccip. 

Gauttberta pro- \ a- i 

cumben., . } 

Laduui paia%tr«, > j ... 

Udum Ik^f ,liua,. } ! *.ric.ce». 

Mourda dldjrnu.. i i 

M. purpurea. / . a-»uu»w, 

■‘’JET” «ra«. , i 

Frumu apiitciMia. ^ | lirupacete. 

i miaed with } 

Fragarla oollina, 1 1 Ronaccflc. 

or F. v»«ca. . ) 

Balria oIBcinaJit, .1 loibiatte. 


K Amataja or Tea of 
Heaven. 


India. Toolirietaa. I 

Abynoinia. } Kliat t*r cheat. I 
lieitetKilen > ' Taa>plant and Tree] 


■ \ (flower* uited). / ! 
' ^‘ew Holland, 'k 


of Long Life. 


Myrtaccv. 

I..4*«iiniiitoAiE‘. 

JSlymcaM <r. 
Scmpliulariju'ca?. 
Vcrbeiiacea*. 

Chen opud iuccic. 

f'aprifoliacea*. 

Aquifoliacvar. 

Rhamnacra*. 


Vcrbenaoeic. 

lirupacetc. 


ChilL 

l»o. 

New Granada, 
f’entml America. 
RruxU. 

f Mexico and \ 
i f-olumbia. / 
North A merit*a \ 
l>o. > 
Ho. 


Northern 

Kurope. 


Tea plant*, and 
Taaniattian tea. 


5 Bub«titttte« for 
( Fanuruny tea. 
Banie Fd tea. 

I Capital da inatto. 
Mexican tea. 

A|>palachian tea. 

{ New Jeney tea 

(medicinal). 

Mountain tea. 

j f Labrador tea, or 
t \ Jame** taa. 


! / liourtkon or Fa- 
j 4 ham tea. 


/ ! 8loe and strawberry 
I ; Unt, one of our beet 
{ •ulistitutee for 
L Chinees tea. 

. 8ag« tea. 


I pass over numerous other plauts which in Europe 
have been tried as substitutes for tea, without, how- 
ever, coming into any general use, except here and 
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there as adulterations It is possible that some of those 
above mentioned may hereafter be discovered to con- 
tain the theine and other valuable constituents of the 
true tea-leaf, and may be both cultivated and advan- 
tageously used in its stead. As an adulteration, the 
leaves of Ejpilohiurri angxLstifolium — Rose bay willow 
herb — are sometimes mixed with tea to the amount 
of 25 per cent 
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THE COFFEES. 


Coffee tised in Aln'seium from time immemorial. — Its introduction into 
Europe. — Con.‘n.impti{»n in the United Kincrdom, in Europe, nnd iu 
the whole world, — Varieties of colfee, and prices in the London 
market. — Effects of tho infusion of cofTuo. — It exalts the nervous 
life, and lessens the wasU? <.>f tho system. — Constituents of ooffoe. — 
The volatile oil, its production, murcantiJo value, and efifocts on tho 
system. — The t^innic acid, tho theine or caffeine, nnd tho g^lutoo. — 
Composition of tea and coffee compared. — Loss of weight in roost- 
ing' coffee. — Prof>oi*tkm of the roastetl he.an U»ken up by water very 
variable- — Sulistitutes for cotfee. — See<l« of tho water-iris, of tho 
Turkish kenguel, of tho roaste<l ucorn, of roasted com and pulse, of 
roasted roots, and esiiocialiy of chicory. — Tho chicory ]dant nnd root. 
— How the root is prej»aro«i for use — Gives a fictitious appearance 
of strength to coffee. — Active ingredients in chicory. — Tho empy- 
reuraatic oil, and the bitter i»rinciplo. — Its effects on the system. — 
Mode of detecting chicory in coffee. — Adulterations of chicory. 


The name of fJofifee is given to a beverage prepared 
from the seeds of plants roasted, ground, and infused 
in boiling water. The seeds of the Arabian coffee- 
tree are the most largely used for this purpose, but 
various other seeds are more or less extensively em- 
ployed in a similar way. 

L Aeabian coffee. — The tree which produces 
ibis seed is said to be indigenous to the countries of 
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En&rea and C^a in southern Abyssinia. In these 
districts the coffee-tree grows like a wild weed over 
the rocky surface of the country. The roasted seed 
or bean has also been in use as a beverage in Abyssinia 
generally, from time immemorial, and is at the present 
day extensively cultivated in that country. In Persia 
it is known to have been in use as early as the year 
875. From Abyssinia it was introduced into Arabia 
in the beginning of the fifteenth century, when it 
partly superseded the older chaat, or Abyssinian tea. 
About the middle of the sixteenth century it began to 
be used in Constantinople, and, in spite of the violent 
opposition of the priests, became an article of general 
consumption. In the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tuiy (1652), the first coffee-house was opened in 
London by a Greek named Pasqiia ; and twenty years 
after, the first was established in Marseillea Since 
that time both the culture and consumption of coffee 
have continually extended. It has become the staple 
produce of important colonies, and the daily and most 
cherished drink of probably more than a hundred 
millions of men ! 

The consumption in the United Kingdom in 1852 
amounted to 35 millions of pounds, of which upwards 
of 20 millions were .brought from Ceylon, 4 millions 
firom Jamaica, and 8 millions from Costa Kica and 
Brazil On the continent of Europe it is much more 
generally used than among ourselves (p. 168). The 
total European consumption was estimated a few 
years ago at 75 thousand tons, or 168 millions of 

Q 
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pounds, valued at 4^ millions sterling. It probably 
approaches now to 200 millions of pounda The 
entire weight of coffee raised over the whole world 
is guessed at about 600 millions of pounds. 

The quality of raw coffee does not appear to depend 
so much on the mode of collecting and drying it as that 
of tea does. Soil and climate are the circumstances 
which chiefly affect its commercial value. The flavour 
and quality of the beverage prepared from it depend 
very much, however, upon the manner of roasting the 
bean, and of subsequently preparing the infusion. , 

In the London market the coffees of different coun- 


tries are arranged, as to quality and price, in the 
following order. The third column of this table 
shows the quantity of each sort consumed in the 
United Kingdom in 1852 : — 


Cevlon, native, 
bo. Flantation, 
Bast India, 

Costa Hico and Brazil, 
J amaioa, 

Mocha (ungarblcd). 
Do. 

Other 8ort«, 


Coo-nn*! to »8» 

w } 20.600,000 Ib. 

4S«. to 78*. 1,600,000 „ 

to 70ii. 6,700,000 „ 

608. to 100s. 4,000,000 „ 

to } 1.800.000 „ 

. . . 400,000 „ 


35,000,000 lb. 


In 1853 the con.sumption amounted to 37 millions 
of pounds. 

The Arabian or Mocha coffee is small, and of a dark 
yellow colour. The Javan and East Indian are larger, 
and of a paler yellow. The Ceylon, West Indian, 
and Brazilian have a bluish or greenish-grey tint^ 


^ For a map of the ootmtdei whioh prodnoe oofbe and eogar, aa^ 
Cbaotar X.— >Tas Swxsxi WE metbact^ 
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The coffee-tree (fig. 33), when in good health and 
full grown, attains a height in some countries not ex- 
ceeding 8 or 10, but in Fig. 33. 

others averaging from 
1 5 to 20 feet. It is cover- 
ed with a dark, smooth, 
shining, and evergreen 
foliage. It is sown in 
nurseries — transplanted 
when about six months 
old — in three years 
comes into full bearing, 
and in favourable cir- 
cumstances will con- 
tinue to bear for twenty 
years. It delights in a 
dry soil and a warm 
situation. Its flowers 
are pale white, fragrant, 
and rapidly fading ; its 
fruit like that of the 
cherry tree, but it grows 
in clusters. Within the 
fruit are the seeds or 
berries. On dry and 
elevated spots the ber- Arabian Cofibe-tree. 

. Scale, 1 inch to 10 feet. 

nes are smaller, and scai© lor leaf, i inch to 2 inches, 
have a better flavour ; but berries of all sizes improve 
in flavour or rvpen by keeping. The small berries of 
Aiubia will ripen in three years, but the worst coffee 
produced in America will, in from ten to fourteen years. 
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become “as good, and acquire as high a flavour, as 
the best we now have from Turkey.” — (ELOa) 

The sensible properties and effects of coffee, like 
those of tea, are too well known to require to be stated 
in detail. It exhilarates, arouses, and keeps awake ; 
it counteracts the stupor occasioned by fatigue, by 
disease, or by opium ; it allays himger to a certain ex- 
tent, gives to the weary increased strength and vigour, 
and imparts a feeling of comfort and repose. Its phy- 
siological effects upon the system, so far as they have 
been investigated, appear to be, that, while it makes 
the brain more active, it soothes the body generally, 
makes the change and waste of matter slower, and 
the demand for food in consequence less.* All these 

* The influonco of coffoo in rotardinf? tho WMte of the tunniofi — as 
indicatorl by tho <juantit 5 ’ of phosphoric acid, common salt, and urea 
dwchar^e<l under its influence in a day — w;lh shoven by estimating' tho 
prf>f>ortions of oacli of these ingredients voidcsi in his urino by the 
same fierson, in tho same circumstances, when ho drank coffoo and 
when ho took none. 


H. S., without c/ifToo, voidc<l 1035 c.c. 
With coffoo from 1 ^ oz. of ^ 
beans, . . - j - ' 


UnunroM 

4.421 9.805 81.293 
3.001 8.819 21.888 


Difforonco, . . + 370 „ —1.420 —1.046 —9.410 


In this exr>orimont, while tho absolute quantity of urine discharged 
in the twonty-four hours was incroa-sed moro than ono-fifth, tho abeo* 
Into quantities of urea and of phosphoric acid contained in tho urine 
wore diminished ono-third. That is to say, tljio change or waste of 
matter, as indicated by tho contente of tho urino, was diminished to 
that extent by the influenco of tho coffee. A od tho natural informioo 
from this is, that, tho occupation of tho indiridual being the same, the 
necessary demand for ordinary food would bo lessoned in a somewhat 
correi^Miiding degree. 

From other oxx>eriments it has boon inferred, that by the nse of 
eoffeo the demand for ordinary food may be diminished one-ffraith or 
even one-tKl*^, 
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effects it owes to the conjoined action of three in- 
gredients^ very similar to those contained in tea. 
These are, a volatile oil produced during the roast- 
ing — a variety of tannic acid, which is altered dur- 
ing the roasting — and the substance called theine 
or caffeine, which is common to both tea and coffee. 

First, The Volatile Oil. — When the coffee-bean is 
gathered and dried in the air it has little smell, and 
only a slightly bitter and astringent taste. As with 
the tea-leaf, it is during the roasting of coffee that the 
much-prized aroma and the greater part of the taste 
and flavour are brought out or produced. In tea, as 
we have seen, the proportion of volatile oil amounts 
to about one pound in a hundred of the dried leaf, 
but in roasted coffee it rarely amounts to more than 
one in fifty thousand ! And yet on the different pro- 
portions of this oil which they sevei*ally contain, the 
aroma and the consequent estimation in the market 
of the different varieties of coffee in a great measure 
depend. A higher aroma would make the inferior 
Ceylon, Jamaica, and East Indian coffees nearly equal 
in value to the finest Mocha ; and if the oil could be 
bought for the purpose of imparting this flavour, it 
would be worth in the market as much as 
sterling an ounce! — (Payen). How it comes — ^by 

what slow chemical change within the bean, that is, 
that coffee of the most inferior quality so ripens by 
keeping as at length to yield, on roasting, a coffee 
equal to the finest Mocha, we do not as yet know. 
The oil is formed during the roasting by the action 
of the heat on some substance present in the natural 
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bean, probably in small quantity only. It is possible 
that by prolonged keeping this substance is itself 
produced in the inferior qualities of coffee ; so that 
when roasted after the keeping a larger quantity of 
the valuable aromatic oil is formed in the bean. 

The effect of this volatile oil of coffee upon the 
system has been made the subject of direct experi- 
ment. When roasted coffee is distilled with water 
this oil passes over, and by drinking the distilled water 
and oil together its effects may be ascertained. J ulius 
Lehmann found in this way that it has an effect 
in retarding the waste of the tissues quite equal to 
that of caffeine itself.* It produces also an agreeable 
excitement and a gentle perspiration, dispels the 
sensation of hunger, and moves the bowels. In its 
exhilarating action upon the brain it affects the 
imagination less than the reasoning powers. 


* The relative effects of the volatile oil of coffee, of caffeine, and of 
the infusion of coffee made in the ordinary way, upon the same indi- 
vidual (O. M.) in his usual state of health, and when consuming the 
same food in kind and quantity, wore found by Julius Lehmann to be 
as follows: — 

fconeUD- r Pbo^phorio Conunoa — - 

I log I .Cia. m\t. 


Without coffee, he voided ) ^ ^ 

daily ... i 

With 4 grains caffeine, do., 1928 „ 
With empyreumatic oil 1 jygq 
from 2 oz. of beans, ) 

With coffee, from 1^ oz. of I 1^12 
beans, . . ) ** 


gramaoM 

4.140 

3.768 

8.479 

8.105 


gnUtUDM 

9.3G8 

9.646 

10.307 

6.951 


grumsM 

27.282 

24.088 

20.2n 

20.695 


In an the trials the quantity of tho urine was increased ; but, in all, 
the total quantity of saline matter contained in the urine was lessened. 
The urea, as shown in the last column, was diminished most by the 
empyreumatic oil, but the waste of phosphoric acid and common aalt 
more by the coffee itself, which contained both on and caffeine, than 
by eithtf of the ingredients when used alone. 
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These effects followed when the quantity of oil 
yielded by two ounces of coffee was taken in a day* 
If this dose was doubled, violent perspiration came 
on, with sleeplessness and s3niiptoms of congestion. 

It appears, therefore, that the volatile empyreu- 
matic oily constituents of roasted coffee, though pre* 
sent only in minute quantit}", exercise a powerful 
influence upon the animal economy, exciting to 
greater activity both the vascular and nervous systems, 
and yet retarding the waste of the tissues in as great 
a degree as the caffeine itself, which the infusion of 
coffee usually contains. This activity of the volatile 
oil of coffee justifies us in concluding, as I have 
already said, that the similar oil produced in tea by 
the roasting, takes a similar share in the effects which 
the infusion of tea as a beverage produces. 

SecoTi/dy The Astringent Acid. — The raw coffee con- 
tains about 5 per cent of an astringent acid — the 
caffeine or caffeo-tannic — which does not blacken a 
solution of iron, as the infusion of tea does, but ren- 
ders it green,* and does not precipitate solutions of 
gelatine. This acid is changed to some extent during 
the roasting, but still retains a portion of its astringent 
properties, and contributes in some degree to the effects 
which the infusion of coffee produces upon the system. 

It will be observed that the proportion of this 
astringent principle contained in coffee is much less 

* Many Taiieidea of the astringent, so-called tannic acids are found 
in plants — that which exists in tea has much resemblance to the t a nn i n 
of ^e oak, while those of ooffhe, of Paraguay tea, and of the heaths 
(Eficaoeie), form a class of acids which have much resemblance to one 
another, ^t differ in their properties from the tannic acid of the oak. 
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than is contained in tea. Hence it is not sufficient 
to retard the action of the bowels as tea does^ espe- 
cially when associated with the empyreumatic volatile 
oil, which, as we have seen, has a positive tendency 
to move them. To the same result the large per-cent- 
age of fat contained in coffee may also contribute. 

Third, The Theine, or Caffeine as it is also called, 
exists in different proportions in different varieties of 
coffee. It varies in the coffee usually employed in 
this country from three quarters of a pound to one 
pound in the hundred — (Stenhouse) — though ac- 
cording to some experimenters, three or four pounds 
in the hundred occur in certain varieties of coffee. 
By rubbing common roasted coffee in a mortar with a 
fifth of its weight of slaked lime, and then boiling 
the mixture in alcohol, about half a per-cent of theine 
may be readily extracted. Weight for weight, there- 
fore, tea yields about twice as much theine as roasted 
coffee does to the water in which it is infused. But 
as we generally use a greater weight of coffee than 
we do of tea in preparing our l)everage8, a cup of 
coffee of ordinary strength will probably contain as 
much theine as a cup of ordinary English tea. A cup 
of strong French coffee will contain twice as much 
caffeine as a cup of weak French tea. 

The infiuence which this ingredient of the several 
beverages has in producing the effects we experience 
from the use of them, has already been explained 
when treating of the effects of tea. 

But the coffee-bean contains also about thirteen 
per cent of nutritious gluten, which, as in the case of 
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tea^ is very sparingly dissolved by boiling water, and 
is usually thrown away in the insoluble dregs of the 
coffea Among some of the Eastern nations, the 
custom prevails of drinking the grounds along with 
the infusion of the coffee ; in these cases the full 
benefit is obtained from all the positively nutritive 
matter which the roasted coffee contains. 

The composition of unroasted coffee, compared 
with the average composition of the tea-leaf as it 
comes to Europe, is nearly as follows : — 



Tea. 

Coffee. 

Water, . 

(Mulder.) 

(Pa\*en.) 

6 

12 

Gum and sugar. 

21 

15.i* 

Gluten, . 

25 

13 

Theine, 

* . h 

it 

Fat and volatile oil. 

4 

13 

Tannic acid. 

15 

5 

Woody fibre, . 

24 

34 

Ash, 

5^ 



100 

100 


The proportion of theine in both tea and coffee, it 
will be recollected, is somewhat variable. 

Coffee swells by roasting but loses in weight, and 
assumes a brown colour more or less dark. These 
changes vary, however, with the degree of roasting. 
Thus — 


Boasted to a 

It loaes in weight 

And gains in bulk 

Eeddiah brown, . 
Chestnut brown, . 
Dark brown, . . 

15 per cent. 

20 per cent. 

25 per cent. 

80 per cent. 

50 per cent. 

60 per cent. 


• According to Dr Stenhouse, coffee contains as much aa eight per 
eeat of cane sugar. 
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The aroma is most agreeable when the heat is not 
greater than is sufficient to impart a light brown 
colour to the bean. When the roasting is carried too 
far a disagreeable smell gradually mingles with the 
esteemed aroma, and lessens the value of the product 
The quantity of the coffee-bean which is taken up 
by water is nearly the same before and after roasting. 
It is nearly the same also in some samples, whether 
they be much or little roasted. It differs, however, 
very much in different samples. Thus three experi- 
menters found that water extracted from the samples 
of roasted coffee they examined, the following pro- 
portions per cent: — 

PaVKIT. CaDKT. LjiMMANir. 

Reddish brown, . 37-0 12^ 21^ 

Chestnut brown, • 371 18^ 

Dark brown, . . 37.2 23^ 

Some infusions of coffee, therefore, even when 
roasted to the same extent, contain three times as 
much of the solid substance of the coffee as others do. 
But we have no experiments upon the comparative 
effects which infusions so differing have upon the 
constitution of the drinkera On an average it is 
reckoned, in Paris, that boiling water will dissolve 
25 per cent of reddish brown, and 19 of chest- 
nut brown coffee. It is observed, however, that 
some natural waters give a stronger and better 
flavoured coffee than others; and this has been traced, 
as in the waters of Prague, to the presence of alkaline 
matter in those which give the most agreeable infu- 
sion. Hence, to obtain a more uniformly strong and 
well-flavoured coffee, it is recommended to add a little 
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soda to the water with which the iofusion is made. 
About forty grains of dry, or twice as much of crystal- 
lised carbonate of soda, are sufficient for a poimd of 
coffee. 

The chemical changes caused by the roasting, are 
the production of the active empyreumatic oil, and of 
a brown bitter substance, the chemical properties of 
which, and its action upon the system, still remain to 
be investigated. They are produced from the soluble 
part of the raw bean, but by what chemical changes 
is not yet known. 

In conclusion, it is proper to state that coffee is 
reputed to possess important medicinal virtues. The 
great use of coffee in France is supposed to have 
abated the prevalence of the gravel in that country. 
In the French colonies, where coffee is more used than 
in the English, as well as in Turkey, where it is the 
principal beverage, not only the gravel, but the gout, 
is scarcely known. Among others, also, a case is men- 
tioned of a gentleman who was attacked with gout at 
twenty-five years of age, and had it severely till he 
was upwards of fifty, wuth chalk stones in the joints of 
his hands and feet ; but the use of coffee then recom- 
mended to him completely removed the complaint.* 

It has not been determined to which of the consti- 
tuents of coffee this curative action is due, or whether 
it is the same in all constitutions. These points are 
worthy of careful experimental investigation. 

II. Other coffees. — Besides the real Coffea Arahicay 
other species of the coffee-plant are grown in various 

* PharfMLcmUeal Journal, vol. xiii. p. SSO. 
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countries, and yield a useful marketable bean. Thus, 
in Silbet and Nepaul, the Coffea Benghalen&is is cul- 
tivated ; on the coast of Mosambique, the Coffea 
Mosawhicana; on the coast of Zanguebar, the (7. 
Zanguebaria ; and in the Mauritius, the (7. Man- 
ritiana. The seed of the last of these tastes disagree- 
ably sharp and bitter, and sometimes causes vomit- 
ing, yet it is in some places cultivated instead of 
the Coffea Arabica, It is possible that these so-called 
different species may, like the varieties of the tea- 
plant, be only differently modified forms of the same 
original species. 

But, besides the fruit of the different true coffee- 
plants, numerous other vegetables have, in different 
countries, been proposed or used as substitutes for 
Arabian coffee. A successful substitute must contain, 
like coffee, a fragrant aromatic principle, a bitter prin- 
ciple, and an astringent principle. These properties 
are found more or less satisfactorily — 

€U In the roasted seeds of Iris pseudacorua (yellow 
water-iris), which are said to approach very near to 
coffee in quality. 

6. In the seeds of a Goumelia, called in Turkey 
Kenguel, which were shown at the Great Exhibition, as 
extensively cultivated in the Kair-ar-eh and Komah, 
where they are roasted, ground, and used as coffee. 

c. In the roasted acorn, which is much used on the 
Continent under the name of acorn coffee, and is now 
imported into England probably for the use of the 
adulterator. 
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In the roasted cicer or chick-pea; in beans^ 
lye, and other grains ; in nuts, almonds^ and even in 
wheaten bread, when roasted carefully. 

e. In the seeds of Broom {Spartiiim acoparium), 
and in the dried and roasted berries of the Triosteum 
'perfoliatum (Caprifoliaceae). In the West Indies, 
the seeds of several species of Psychotria (Cincho- 
nacem) ; in Soudan, those of Dura and Nitta (Inga 
bigloboaa) ; among the African negroes, those of 
Parkia Africana) ; and among the Tonguses, those 
of a species of Hyoscyamus — are all employed as 
substitutes for coffee. 

/. In the dried and roasted roots also of many 
plants. The carrot and turnip are used for this 
purpose in Germany, and the roots of the com- 
mon goose-grass (Galinm apaHne) in Ireland; 
while those of the dandelion (Leontodon taraxa- 
cum) and of chicory are extensively employed both 
in this country and on the Continent. In none of 
these roots, however, has the characteristic principle, 
theine, been discovered, and none of them, therefore, 
can serve the same j)hysiological purposes as the 
seeds of our common coffee. 

Yet one of these roots (chicory) has already crept 
into extensive use in other countries, and among 
omrselves is at present rapidly rising in public estima- 
tion. At first it was only mixed with pure coffee 
as an adulteration by fraudulent dealers. But this 
practice extended itself so widely, that, for the defence 
both of the honest dealer and of the public, the sale 
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has been legalised, and much chicoiy in the unmixed 
state is now bought and used instead of or along 
with genuine coffee. As one of the recognised 
beverages we nmo infuse, therefore, the plant de- 
serves a brief notice in this place. 

Ill Succory, chicory or wild endive (Cich/yriuvjfi 
intybu8)y fig. 34, is one of our na- 
tive weeds, which, with its large 
pale-blue flowers, is seen scat- 
tered about in numerous places. 
It has a large white parsnip- 
like tap-root, which increases 
in size when the plant is sub- 
jected to cultivation. This root 
abounds in a bitter juice, which 
has led to its use as a substi- 
tute for coffee. The plant is 
now extensively cultivated for 
the sake of its root. In Eng- 
land the culture is chiefly 
confined to the counties of 
Scale, half- inch to a foot. Surrey, Bedford, and York. 

On the Continent it is largely grown in Germany, Bel- 
gium, and France. The foreign is considered greatly 
superior to that of English growth, and is extensively 
imported into this country, chiefly through Hambuig 
and Antwerp. 

The root is taken up before the plant shoots into 
flower, is washed, sliced, and dried ; it is then roasted 
till it is of a chocolate colour. Two poimds of lard 


Pig. 34. 
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are roasted with each hundredweight, and the root 
loses in roasting from 25 to 30 per cent When 
ground and exposed to the air, it becomes moist and 
clammy, increases in weight, and acquires a distinct 
smell of liquorice, and a sensibly sweet jwst taste. 
It possesses in no degree the pleasant aroma which 
recommends the genuine roasted coffee. When in- 
fused, even in cold water, it imparts to it a dark 
colour, and a sweetish-bitter taste. To many the 
addition of a little of this bitter liquid to the infu- 
sion of genuine coffee appears an improvement — a 
remarkable illustration of the creation of a corrupt 
taste by an adulteration, which taste demands after- 
wards the continuance of the adulteration to satisfy 
its own craving. The bitter substance itself, how- 
ever, is not considered unwholesome. Very many 
bitter substances of this kind possess a tonic pro- 
perty, and it is not unlikely that the bitter of chicory 
may be among the number. 

But the use of chicory appears to have originated 
from other causes than the discovery, or even the 
supposed presence, of a tonic property in its bitter 
ingredient A little of the roasted chicory gives as 
dark a colour to water, and as bitter a taste, as a 
great deal of coffee, and hence it was originally 
introduced into the coffeehouses for a purpose akin 
to that which takes CoccvZua inidicus into the pre- 
mises of the fraudulent brewer. It gave colour and 
taste to the beverage of the drinker, and at the 
same time saved the expensive coffee of the seller. 
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The public taste gradually accommodated itself to 
the fraudulent mixture; it became by-and-by even 
grateful to the accustomed palate, and finally a kind 
of favourite necessity to the lovers of dark-ccloured 
hitter coffee. It has even injured the beverage we 
now obtain from genuine coffee, by introducing the 
practice of roasting it darker, and thus lessening both 
its nutritive quality and its aroma How far circum- 
stances are gradually giving to the infusion of chicory, 
in some countries, the character of a national beve- 
rage, may be judged of from the facts, that in ISIjS 
the quantity of chicor}^ imported into this country 
was estimated at 2000 tons, or 4^ millions of pounds, 
and it has since largely increased ; that the quantity 
of the roasted root consumed in France amounts 
already to 12 millions of pounds a-year ; and in Bel- 
gium, with its small population of 4^ millions, to 20 
millions of pounds ; while in some parts of Germany 
the women are becoming regular chicory-topers,* and 
are making of it an important part of their ordinary 
sustenance. 

The active ingredients in roasted chicory are, 
the empyreumatic volatile oil : this is produced 
during the roasting ; and though not so fragrant, this 
oil probably exercises upon the system some of the 
gently-exciting, nerve-soothing, and hunger-staying 
influence of the similar ingredients contained in tea 
and coffee : and, second, the bitter principle. When 

* "Cichorien-Kaffee-Schwelgorinncn/* — SxBUMFF, Die FortichrUU 
der Angewandten Ckemt, 
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taken unmixed, this substance is to xnany^ while they 
are unaccustomed to it, not only disagreeable, but 
nausecms in a high degree. It may, however, like 
many other bitter principles, possess, as I have said, 
a tonic or strengthening property. Taken in moderate 
quantities, these ingredients of chicory are probably 
not injurious to health ; but by prolonged and fre- 
quent use they produce heartburn, cramp in the 
stomach, loss of appetite, acidity in the mouth, con- 
stipation with intermittent diarrhcea, weakness of the 
limbs, tremblings, sleeplessness, a drunken cloudiness 
of the senses, &c. &c. At the best, therefore, chicory 
is a substitute for coffee to which only those to whom 
the price is an object ought to have recourse. 

The simplest way of detecting an admixture of 
chicory in coffee, is to put the powder in cold water. 
Chicory gives a coloured infusion in the cold while 
coffee does not, and by the depth of the colour the 
proportion of chicory may be guessed at The pre- 
sence of coffee in chicory is ascertained by boiling 
the supposed mixture with quicklime, filtering, 
evaporating to dryness, adding sulphuric acid and 
peroxide of manganese, and gently heating, when 
golden yellow crystals of a substance called kinon 
will sublime, if coffee is present. 

The infusion or decoction of a suspected mixture 
may be tested also by salts of peroxide of iron. The 
infusion of chicory is brownish yellow, and becomes 
only a little darker when such a salt of iron is added, 

B 
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giving no precipitate. The infusion of coffee is of a 
brown colour, becomes green when the iron solution 
is added, and gives a brownish-green precipitate. 

Another reason why the use of chicory should be 
avoided by those who can afford to buy pure coffee, 
is found in the fact, that pure chicory is as difficult to 
be met with in the market as unadulterated coffee. 
The common ground chicory of Berlin contains half 
its weight of wasted turnips. On the Rhine, the 
carrot is used along with other roots instead of the 
turnip. V enetian red, also, is very commonly employed 
to impart to the chicory a true coffee colour; and it is 
curious to observe how the practice of adulteration ex- 
tends itself from trade to trade. The coffee-dealer 
adulterates his coffee with chicory to increase his pro- 
fits — the chicoiy-maker adulterates his chicory with 
Venetian red, to please the eye of the coffee-dealer ; 
and, lastly, the Venetian-red manufacturer grinds up 
his colour with brick-dust, that by his greater cheap- 
ness^ and the variety of shades he offers, he may secure 
the patronage of the traders in chicoiy * 
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Cocoa, ancient use of, in Mexico. — Brought to Europe by the Spaniards. 
— The tree and its fruit. — V’arieties in the market. — Quantity imported 
into this country. — Manufacture of tho bean. — Cocoa nibs. — Cocoa of 
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The peculiar bitter principle, theobromine. — The large proportion of 
fat which characterises cocoa. — The starch and gluten. — Its general 
composition compared with that of milk. — It forms a most nutritious 
beverage. — Substitutes for cocoa. — The earth-nut and the guarana of 
BrasiL — Decoction of cocoa nibs not so nutritious. — The cocoa husk 
or ''miserable;” importation of, and beverage made from. — Greneral 
view of the chemistry of the infrised beverages. — Summary of their 
physiological action. — Concluding reflections. — Prison dietaries. 


The Cocoas, as I have said, are more properly 
soups or gruels than simple infusions. They are pre- 
pared from certain oily seeds, which are first ground 
to a pulp by passing them between hot rollers, and are 
then diffused through boiling water for immediate use. 

L The Mexican cocoa is the seed of the Theo- 
broma cdcao (fig. 35), a small but beautiful tree 
with bright dark-green leaves, which is a native 
of the West Indies and of the central regions of Ame- 
rica. It grows spontaneously in Mexico, and on the 
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coast of Caraccas, and forms whole forests in Deme* 
rara. It is cultivated also in the Mauritius^ and in 
the French island of Bourbon. 


Fig. 85. 



Theobroma cacao— The Cacao, “ Cocoa,*' or Chocolate tree. 

Scale, 1 inch to 10 feet. 

1, Leaf and flower. — ^9; Fruit or pod. 

Scale, 1 inch to 2 inohee. 

When the Spaniards first established themselves in 
they found a beverage prepared from this 
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seed in common use among the native inhabitants. 
It was known by the Mexican name of Chocollatl, and 
was said to have been in use from time immemorial. 
It was brought thence to Europe by the Spaniards in 
1520, and has since been introduced more or less ex- 
tensively as a beverage into every civilised country. 
Linnaeus was so fond of it that he gave to the tree 
the generic name of Theobroma — Food of the Gods. 
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The fruit of the tree, which, like the fig, grows 
directly from the stem and principal branches, is 6f 
the form and size of a small oblong melon or thick 
cucumber (2, fig, 35). It contains from six to thirty 
beans or seeds, imbedded in rows in a spongy sub- 
stance, like that of the water-melon. When ripe, the 
fruit is plucked and opened. The seeds are cleaned 
from the marrowy substance, and dried in the sun. In 
the West Indies they are immediately picked for mar- 
ket ; but in the Caraccas they are gathered into heaps 
every evening and covered over, or sometimes buried 
in the earth till they undergo a slight fermentation, 
before they are finally dried and picked for market. 
By this treatment they lose a portion of their natural 
bitterness and acrimony of taste, which is greater in 
the beans of the mainland than in those of the Ameri- 
can islands. The cocoa of Central America is, how- 
ever, of superior quality, or at least is more generally 
esteemed in the European markets than that which 
is grown in the West Indies. It still retains a greater 
degree of bitterness, and this may be one reason for 
the preference given to it. 

The cocoa of Trinidad is the variety chiefly consumed 
in this country. The quality of the mainland cocoas 
which come to the Englisii market, from Bahia and 
Guayaquil for example, has hitherto been always in- 
ferior. The reason of this has been, that, until the 
recent alteration of the tariff, the duty on British 
province cocoa was Id. a-pound, and five per cent addi- 
tional ; while on foreign cocoa it was 2d. a-poimd, and 
five per cent This difference was equal to one-fourth 
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or one-fifth of the whole price of the cocoa; and, there- 
fore, while it brought to our market the best qualities 
produced in Trinidad and in our other colonies, it ex- 
cluded all foreign cocoas but those which were of such 
inferior quality that, after paying this heavy duty, 
they could still be sold as low as the produce of our 
own plantations. The more choice varieties were sent 
to the markets of Mexico, Spain, France, and Italy, in 
which countries the beverages prepared from the cocoa- 
bean are more popular and in more general use than 
among ourselves. Indeed, they have never been 
favourites among us, at least with the mass of the 
people. Still the consumption has been steadily in- 
creasing for the last quarter of a century, and has more 
than kept pace with the increase of the population. 
Thus the consumption in the United Kingdom in — 

1832 was . 1,150,000 1b. I 1852 was . 8,385,000 lb. 

1842 „ , 2,240,000 „ j 1853 „ . 4,126,000 „ 

Thus from 1832 to 1852 the consumption had increased 
threefold. The great increase during the last year is pro- 
bably due in some degree to the recent alteration of the 
tariff, by which the duty on foreign cocoa has been re- 
duced to a penny a-pound — ^the same as on British plan- 
tation cocoa. At least, now that all qualities come to us 
under equal ad vantages, we may expect both that the bet- 
ter qualities of the article will be cheapened in the mar- 
ket, and that the consumption of it will largely increase. 

The quantity at present imported annually into 
France is between 8 and 10 million, and into the dis- 
trict of the German Zollverein about 13 million pounda 

The cocoa-bean of commerce is brittle, of a dark- 
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brown colour internally, eats Hke a rich nut, and 
has a slightly astringent but distinctly bitter taste. 
This bitterness is more decided in the South American 
or mainland varietiea In preparing it for use, it is 
gently roasted in an iron cylinder, in the same way as 
coffee is roasted, till the aroma appears to be fully de- 
veloped, when it is allowed to cooL The bean is now 
more brittle, lighter brown in colour, and both the 
natural astringency and the bitterness are less per- 
ceptible than befora It is manufactured for the 
market in one or other of three principal waya 
Firsts The whole bean after roasting is beat into a 
paste in a hot mortar, or is ground between hot rollers 
adjusted for the purpose. This paste, mixed with 
starch, sugar, and other similar ingredients in various 
proportions, forms the granulated, flake, rock, and 
soluble cocoas of the shops. These are often gritty 
from the admixture of earthy and other matters which 
adhere to the husk of the beans. SecoTvd, The bean 
is deprived of its husk, which forms about 11 per cent 
of its weight, and is then crushed into fragmenta 
These form the cocoa nibs of the shops, and are the 
purest state in which cocoa can usually be obtained 
from the retail dealer. Third, The bean, when 
sheUed, is ground at once into a paste, by means of 
hot rollers, and is then mixed with sugar, and sear 
soned with vanilla, and sometimes with cinnamon and 
clovea This paste forms the long-known chocolate. 

When prepared, it is also used in three different 
way& First, The chocolate is made up into sweet cakes 
and bon-bons, and is' eaten in the solid state as a 
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nutritious article of diet, containing in a small com- 
pass much 8trength>8ustaining capability. Seccmd^ 
the chocolate or cocoa is scraped into powder, and 
mixed with boiling water or boiling milk, when it 
makes a beverage, somewhat thick, but agreeable to 
the palate, refreshing to the spirits, and highly nutri- 
tious. Thirds The nibs are boiled in water, with which 
they form a dark-brown decoction, which, like coffee, 
is poured off the insoluble part of the bean. With 
sugar and milk this forms an agreeable drink, better 
adapted for persons of weak digestion than the con- 
sumption of the entire bean. Another variety of the 
cocoa beverages, and which may be called cocoa-tea, 
is prepared by boiling the husks of the bean in water, 
with which they form a brown decoction. This husk 
is usually ground up wdth the ordinary cocoas, but it 
is always separated in the manufacture of the purer 
chocolates. Hence in the chocolate manufactories it 
accumulates in large quantities, which are imported 
into this country from Trieste and other Italian ports, 
under the name of “ miserable.” Here the husk is 
partly groimd up in the inferior cocoas, and is partly 
despatched to Ireland, where it is said to yield a whole- 
some and agreeable beverage to the poorer classes ! 

Besides the exhilarating and sustaining properties 
which it possesses in common with tea and coffee, cocoa, 
in its more common forms, is eminently nutritious. 
Its active or useful ingredients are the following : — 

Firsts The volatile oil, to which its aroma is due, 
and whidx is produced during the roasting. The 
proportion of this oil in the roasted bean has not 
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been determined, but it is no doubt very small Its 
action on the system is probably similar to that of 
the odoriferous oils produced by the same process in 
tea and coffee. 

Second^ A peculiar principle, resembling the theine 
of tea and coffee, though not identical with it. Like 
theine, it is a white crystalline substance, which has a 
slightly bitter taste, and contains a large per-centage 
of nitrogen. It is called by chemists theohroniiney from 
the generic name of the cocoa tree ; and its composi- 
tion, compared with that of theine, is as follows : — 



Theine. 

Theobromine. 

Carbon, 

45^.80 

46.43 

Hydrogen, 

5.08 

4.20 

Nitrogen, 

28.83 

85.85 

Oxygen, 

10.29 

13.52 


100 

100 


It is richer in nitrogen, therefore, even than theine ; 
and as nearly all vegetable principles, rich in nitrogen, 
of which the influence upon the system has been ex- 
amined, are found to be very active, the same is in- 
ferred in regard to theobromine. And further, its 
analogy in chemical properties to theine leads to the 
belief that it exercises a similar exhilarating and 
soothing, hunger-stilling and waste-retarding effect 
with the latter substance. The benefits experienced 
from the use of cocoa are due, in part at least, there- 
fore, to the theobromine it contains. The proportion 
of this substance in the cocoa-bean has been estimated 
at 2 per cent — the same proportion in which theine 
exists in the tea-leaf. It exists, also, in sensible quan- 
tity in the husk of the bean. The decoction obtained 
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by boiling the husk in water, cannot, therefore, be 
wholly devoid of useful ingredients, or of good effect. 

Thvrd, The predominating ingredient in cocoa, 
and the one by which it is most remarkably distin- 
guished from tea and coffee, however, is the large pro- 
portion of fatty matter, known as cocoa-butter, which 
it containa This amounts to upwards of one-half the 
weight of the shelled or husked bean. Consumed in 
either of its more usual forms, therefore, cocoa is a 
very rich article of food, and for this reason it not un- 
frequently disagrees with delicate stomachs. It is in 
some measure to lessen the sense of this richness, that 
sugar, starch, and fragrant seasonings are so generally 
ground up with the roasted bean in the manufacture 
of cocoa and chocolate. 

Fourth, It contains also a large proportion both of 
starch and gluten, — substances which, as we have else- 
where seen, form the staple constituents of all our 
more valuable varieties of vegetable food. 

The average composition of the entire beau, when 
deprived of its husk, is nearly as follows : — 


Water, . 5 

Starch, gnm, Ac.. 22 

Gluten, Ac., 20 

Oil (cocoa-butter), ...... 51 

Thoobroznine, 2 


100 

This composition reminds us of the richest and most 
nutritive forms of vegetable food ; and especially of 
the oily seeds and nuts with which cattle are fed and 
fattened. Of all the varieties of human food, how- 
ever, it has the closest resemblance to milk. Thus, 
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dried milk (milk evaporated to dryness), and the diy 
cocoa^bean, consist respectively of— 




Coeosobsaa. 

Casein or gluten. 

35 

21 

Fat, .... 

24 

51 

Sugar or starch, &c.. 

87 

22 

Ash, or mineral matter, , 

4 

4 

Theobromine, 

. 2 

2 


100 

100 


It is rich, therefore, in all the important nutritions 
principles which are found to coexist in our most 
valued forms of ordinary food. It differs from milk, 
chiefly by the greater proportion of fat which it con- 
tains, and hence it cannot be used so largely without 
admixture as the more familiar milk. When mixed 
with water, however, as it is usually drank, it is more 
properly compared wdth milk than with infusions 
of little direct nutritive value, like those of tea and 
coffee. And, on the other hand, it has the great 
advantage over milk, over beef-tea, and other similar 
beverages, that it contains the substance theobromine 
and the volatile erapyreumatic oil. Thus it unites 
in itself the exhilarating properties of tea with the 
strengthening and ordinary body-supporting qualities 
of milk. 

The cocoa, as shown in the above table, is richer in 
fat, the milk in casein. Hence probably has arisen 
the practice of making milk-cocoa, in which the con- 
stituents of the one ingredient dovetail into and 
assuage the influence of those of the other. The large 
proportion of oil it contains justifies also, as fitting it 
better for most stomachs, the practice of mixing or 
grinding up the cocoa with sugar, flour, or starch, in 



BEilZlUAir COCDAi OK WABABA. S29 

the preparation of cocoa-paste^ or chocolate. Both 
practices are indeed skilful chemical adjustments^ 
made without chemical knowledge, as the results of 
long and wide experience. And, lastly, the general 
composition of the beans shows that, in chocolate 
cakes and comfits, when faithfully prepared, there 
should reside, as experience has also shown to be the 
case, much nutritive virtue, and the means both of sup- 
porting the bodily strength and of sustaining the nerv- 
ous energy reduced into comparatively small compass. 

II. Brazilian cocoa, or Guarana. — In Brazil the 
tocedsof the Paullinia aorhilia are collected, prepared, 
and used in the same way as those of the Theohroma 
cacao* They are usually described by travellers as a 
variety of coffee — but the seeds, like the cocoa-bean, 
are pounded and made into cakes, which are known 
as Guarana bread. When used, these cakes are mixed 
with water, as we do with the cakes of cocoa or cho- 
colate, and the mixture is sweetened and drank. To 
what extent this article is prepared and consumed in 
Brazil, I have not been able to ascertain. It is a fact 
of great interest in regard to this substance, and one 
which shows it to have a true place among the beve- 
rages of which we are now treating, that like tea and 
coffee it has been found to contain theine, and is, 
therefore, capable of exercising upon the system an 
influence similar t!b that which is experienced by 
those who use these two favourite beverages. 

III. Other cocoas. — The substances, as yet known, 
which can be employed in the place of, or as substitutes 
for Mexican cocoa, are comparatively few in number. 
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To fit them for this purpose they must contain an 
, odoriferous principle of some degree of fmgrance, 
abundance of fat, and a considerable amount of 
ordinary nutriment. Oily seeds and nuts are almost 
the only vegetable productions from which beverages 
resembling cocoa have anywhere been manufactured. 
Among these the earth-nut (Aracliis hypogaea)^ a 
kind of oily underground pea, is roasted in South 
Carolina, and then prepared and used in the same 
way as chocolate. In Spain the root of the Cyperua 
esculentus, or earth-chestnut, is roasted and used as a 
substitute for both coffee and chocolate, but especially 
for the latter, which is much consumed in Spain. 

These are all the professed substitutes for the cocoa- 
bean with which I am acquainted. Neither of the 
two last mentioned, however, contains a bitter prin- 
ciple, rich in nitrogen, of the nature of the theobro- 
mine of the true cocoa, or of the theine contained in 
guarana. They can never, therefore, be employed 
effectively to replace the Mexican cocoa. 

As adulterating materials, the substances chiefly 
employed by fraudulent manufacturers of cocoa and 
chocolate are the husks of the cocoa-bean, starch, 
sugar, fat, ground roots, and red ochre. 

The admixture of starch and sugar which our pre- 
pared cocoas and chocolates contain is at least not an 
unsalutory adulteration. The same cannot be said, 
however, of the red ochre with which the London 
Sanitaiy Commission found 39 out of the 70 samples 
they examined to be artificially coloured. The pre* 
sence of the ochre is detected by burning the coooain 
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the air. If the ash is grey the cocoa is pure ; if red, 
it is adulterated with ochra 

Before I leave this subject, it may interest the 
reader if I briefly sum up what appears to be the 
actual state of our knowledge regarding the chemistry 
and physiology of the beverages we infuse. 

Firsty — ^As to the chemistry of the various leaves 
and seeds we have mentioned, it appears that, when 
roasted and ready for use, they all contain, — 

а. A volatile, odoriferous, aromatic oil, which does 
not exist in the fresh leaf or seed, but is produced 
or developed during the roasting. In tea this oil is 
most abundant, in cofiee probably next, and in cocoa 
least in quantity. In the teas (Chinese and Paraguay), 
and in roasted coffee, the quantity and activity of this 
oil appear to diminish by keeping. In raw coffee, 
on the other hand, the power of developing this oil 
by roasting is greater the longer the raw bean is 
kept or allowed to ripen. 

б. A peculiar, bitter, crystallisable principle, contain- 
ing much nitrogen, and exerting a specific action on 
the system. In the teas, in coffee, and in guarana, 
this principle is theine, which contains 29 per cent of 
nitrogen ; in cocoa it is theobromine, which contains 
36 per cent of nitrogen. Weight for weight, the 
average qualities of tea contain about twice as much 
theine as the average qualities of coffee — 2 per cent 
in the former to 1 per cent in the latter — but in both 
it varies between 1 and 5 per cent as extremes. In 
cocoa the proportion of theobromine is about 2 
per cent* In well-roasted coffee, and in chicory. 
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another bitter principle, which is soluble, uncrystal- 
lisable, and free from nitrogen, is produced during 
the roasting. The quantity and properties of this 
substance have not been determined. 

c, A variety of tannin or tannic acid, which gives 
their astringency to the infusions prepared from all 
these substances. Of this ingredient the teas contain 
most, coffee next, and cocoa the least. The tannin 
of Chinese tea gives a black, that of mat^ and of 
coffee a green, with solutions containing iron. 

d, A nutritious substance resembling the gluten of 
wheat or the fibrin of beef. In the tea-leaf this 
mgredient is most abundant, in cocoa next, while 
coffee contains the least. It dissolves but sparingly 
in water, and is therefore generally lost to the con- 
sumer when only the infusion is drank. The full 
benefit of this ingredient is obtained only when the 
tea-leaves are eaten, when the coffee grounds are 
taken along with the infusion, or when the whole 
material is made into a beverage, as in the usual 
modes of preparing cocoa and chocolate. 

e, A quantity of fat, which in cocoa forms 
half the whole weight of the bean, in coffee one- 
eighth, and in tea only 3 or 4 per cent The pre- 
sence of so large a proportion of fat gives a pecu- 
liar character to cocoa, rendering it most nutritious, 
especially when made with milk, to those whose 
stomachs will bear it, but making it less suitable at 
the same time to persons of weak digestive powers. 

Of the infusions themselves which are yielded by 
the different varieties of tea, matd, and coffee, it is 
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to be obeerved that they vaiy in strength with the 
sample employed. Of some teas and coffees^ boiling 
water will extract and dissolve as much as one-third 
of the whole substance ; of others, not more than one- 
sixth. The proportions of the several ingredients above 
mentioned which the infusions we prepare are likely to 
contain, must therefore be very variable and uncertain. 

Second, As to the physiology of these beverages, 
or their action on the system, it appears — 

а. Generally, that they all exert a remarkable 
influence on the activity of the brain — exalting, so 
to speak, the nervous life ; and yet they do so in a 
Avay different from opium or ardent spirits, since they 
act as antidotes to the narcotic influence of the one, 
and relieve the intoxication produced by the other. 

б. They all soothe the vascular or corporeal system, 
allay hunger, retard the change of matter, and diminish 
the amount of bodily waste in a given time ; and if this 
waste must, in the healthy body, be constantly restored 
in the form of ordinary food, this diminution of the 
waste is equivalent to a lessening of the amount of food 
which is necessary to sustain the body — hence their 
value to the poor. They are indirectly nutritious. 

c. Specially, they diminish the quantity of carbonic 
acid given off from the lungs in a given time — 
(PaouT) — and that also of urea, phosphoric acid, and 
common salt in the urine. — (Jumus Lehmann.) 
These are the chemical forms in which the lessening 
of the change of matter manifests itseff In the case 
of coffee it has been ascertained by experiment, that 
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this lessening of the waste is due more to the empy- 
reumatic oil than to the caffeine. The same is pro- 
bably true also of tea. 

d. The increased action of the heart, the trembling, 
the headache, and the peculiar intoxication and de- 
lirium which extreme indulgence in coffee sometimes 
produces, are mostly caused by the caffeine. On the 
other hand, the increased action of the kidneys, of 
the bowels, and of the perspiring vessels, and gene- 
rally the increased activity of the whole system, are 
ascribed to the action of the oiL That Chinese tea 
has an astringent or costive effect upon the bowels, 
may arise either from the empyreumatic oil of tea 
not acting in the same way as that of coffee, or from 
the larger proportion of the astringent tannic acid 
which tea contains being able to counteract the effect 
of the oil That there is a specific difference in the 
action of the empyreumatic oils of tea and mat6, com- 
pared with that of coffee, is further probable from 
the remarkably intoxicating effect which both the 
Chinese and the Paraguay leaves possess when newiy 
gathered and roasted for use. 

Of course the general effect of these beverages 
upon the system is the combined result of the simul- 
taneous action of all their constituent ingredients. 
But possessing the two characteristic influences of 
retarding the change of matter, and of increasing at 
the same time the activity of the nervous life, they 
cannot, according to our present knowledge, be re- 
placed by the strongest soups or flesh teas, or by any 
other infusions or decoctions which merely supply 
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the ordinary kinds of nourishment in more or less 
diluted and digestible forms. 

In some countries it is the custom to heighten the 
natural flavour of roasted cofiee by the addition of 
spices. Thus M. de Saulcy, in his recent tour round 
the Dead Sea, found the Bedouins in the country of 
ancient Moab drinking coffee, of which he says that 
it was “ an absolute decoction of cloves."' * On the 
continent of Europe, and in North and South Ame- 
rica, vanilla is said to be employed largely for flavour- 
ing coffee as well as chocolate. In Germany it is used 
also, as well as rum, to give taste and flavour to weak 
infusions of tea. To the other more natural influ- 
ences of coffee and tea these spices add a stimulating 
effect, which appears to expend itself chiefly upon 
the animal propensities. 

A perusal of the history of these beverages leaves 
lingering in our minds some interesting general 
facts, which are suggestive of many thoughts. 

The first is, the vast extent to which the materials 
for these beverages are cultivated and used, and the 
important place they occupy among what may be 
called the artificial necessities of life. Our data for 
forming correct calculations as to the quantity of 
each beverage which is grown and consumed are 
very defective, but we may guess them at about — 


Chinese Tea, 



2240 millions of pounds. 

Mat^, 



20 ,, «, 

Cofiee, 



600 

Chicory, 



80 

Cocoa, 



100 ,, ,, 


Journey round the Dead Sea, voL i. p. 813. 
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forming an aggregate of upwards of 3000 millions of 
pounds of the raw materials consumed annually in 
the preparation of the beverages we infuse. 

Nor is the number of people to whom these warm 
beverages have become necessaries of life less surpris- 
ing. Thus — 


Chinese tea, 

Mat€ or Para- 
gTiay tea. 
Coffee-tea, 

Coffee-bean, 

Chicory, 

Cocoa, 


{ 


{ 


{ 

{ 

{ 


la consumed in 

Cluna, Bus^, Tartary, ' 


England, Holland, and 
North America. ) 

Peru, Paraguay, Brazil, > 

^cc. i 

Sumatra, &;c. 2 

Arabia, Ceylon, Jamaica, \ 
Germany, France, North ^110 
America, 

Geimany, Belgium,Fr ance, 
England, 

Spain, Italy, France, Cen- ) 
tral America, Mexico, ) ^ 


By about 

500 millions of men. 


/ 


50 


So that upon these four plants about three-fifths of 
the whole human race are dependent for one of their 
most useful and most harmless forms of indulgence. 

A second point which strikes us in the history of 
these beverages — at least of the teas and coffees — is, 
that they have come more and more into use in 
Europe and America, as the intellectual activity which 
distinguishes the leading nations of modern times has 
developed itself. The kind of ordinary food upon 
which the consumers of these beverages usually live 
no doubt modifies the influence they exercise upon 
the system. It is even probable that the nature of 
this food is one of the causes which determine the 
preference given to tea or to coffee by the different 
European nations. And, reasoning from this proba- 
bility, we might say that there is too much of mere 
vulgar nutrition in cocoa to allow it to influence the 
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nervous orintelleclual life to an equal degree with tea 
and cofifee ; and in this we might find a reason for the 
less prominent intellectual position which has been oc- 
cupied by Spain and Italy, since cocoa has become an 
article of such universal consumption amongst them. 

A third striking fact is, that the poorest and hum- 
blest amongst us, who has his own little earnings to 
spend, devotes a small part of it to the purchase of 
tea or coffee. He can barely buy bread and milk, or 
potatoes and salt, yet the cup of tea or coffee is pre- 
ferred to the extra potato or the somewhat larger 
loaf. And if thereby his stomach is less filled, his 
hunger is equally stayed, and his comfort, both bodily 
and mental, wonderfully increased. He will probably 
live as long imder the one regimen as the other ; and 
while he does live, he will both be less miserable in 
mind, and will show more blood and spirit in the face 
of (|LfHculties, than if he had denied himself his trifling 
indulgence. Besides the mere brickwork and marble, 
so to speak, by which the human body is built up 
and sustained, there are rarer forms of matter, as 
these chapters have shown, upon which the life of 
the body and the comfort of animal existence most 
essentially depend. This truth is not unworthy the 
consideration of those to whom the arrangement of 
the dietaries of our prisons, and other public institu- 
tions, has been intrusted. So many ounces of gluten, 
and so many of starch and fat, are assigned by these 
food-providers as an ample allowance for everyday use.* 

* Seethe Author^a Elementt of Agricultural Chemistry and Otology, 
■ixth edition, p. 894. 
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From these dietaries, except for the infirm and 
the invalid, tea and coffee axe for the most part 
excluded. And in this they follow the counsel of 
those who have hitherto been regarded as chief autho- 
rities on the chemistry of nutrition. But it is worthy 
of trial whether the lessening of the general bodily 
waste, which would follow the consumption of a daily 
allowance of coffee, would not cause a saving of gluten 
and starch equal to the cost of the coffee ; — and should 
this not prove the case, whether the increased com- 
fort and happiness of the inmates, and the greater 
consequent facility of management, would not make 
up for the difference, if any. The inquiry is an inter- 
esting one in physiological economics, and it is not 
undeserving of the serious attention of those benevo- 
lent minds which, in so many parts of our Islands, 
have found in the prisons and houses of correction 
their most favourite fields of exertion. 

I might add, as a stimulus to such experiments, the 
evident craving for some such indulgence as a kind 
of natural necessity, which is manifested in the almost 
universal practice among every people not absolutely 
savage, of preparing and drinking beverages of this 
sort. If there be in the human constitution this inno- 
cent craving, it cannot be misplaced humanity to 
minister to it, even in the case of the depraved and 
convicted. Where reformation is aimed at, the moral 
sense will be found most accessible where the mind is 
maintained in most healthy activity, and where the 
general comfort of the whole system is most effectu- 
ally promoted. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE SWEETS WE EXTRACT. 

THE GRAPE AND CANE SUGARS. 


Mineral sweets. — Vegetable sweets. — Number of these known to 
modern nations. — The grape sugars ; their sensible and chemical 
characters. — Honey sugars. — ^Trebizond honey. — Poisoning of Xeno- 
phon’s soldiers. — Fruit sugars. — Starch or potato sugar, manufacture 
of. — Sugar from rags, from sawdust, and from Carrigeen, Ceylon, and 
. Iceland mosses. — The cane sugars. — Spread of the sugar cane from 
Asia through Europe to America. — Varieties of the sugar cane. — 
Nutritive qualities of the raw cane juice. — Extensive consumption of 
it. — Composition of the sugar cane. — Manufacture of cane sugar. — 
Difficulties in the manufacture. — Great loss of sugar in consequence. 
— Improvements in the manufacture, and their effects on West Indian 
prosperity. — Total produce of cane sugar in the world. — Consumption 
of sugar in the United Kingdom. — Sensible and chemical characters 
of cane sugar. — Beet or European sugar. — Its importance on the conti- 
nent of Europe. — Number and produce of the manufactories of France, 
Germany, and Bussia. — Composition of the sugar beet. — Difficulties 
in extracting the sugar. — Progress of the manufacture. — Its chemico- 
agi’icultural relations. — Palm or date sugars. — Quantity produced 
yearly. — Maple, or North American sugar. — Quantity produced in 
Canada, New England, and New York. — Mode of extraction. — 
Chemical changes in the maple sap. — Maize, or Mexican sugar ; 
manufacture of, in the United States, and in France. — Sorghum 
sugar, the cane of the north. — Total quantity of sugar extracted 
for use. —Chemistry in its economical and social relations. 


In common life, the sweets we extract are a constant 
accompaniment of the beverages we infuse. At least, 

T 
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as we use them in Europe and America, sugar is a 
usual addition to the infusions of tea, coffee, and cocoa. 

Of substances which are sweet to the taste, the 
chemist is familiar with many which have no relation 
to the wants or usages of common life. Sugar of 
lead is a well-known poison, which derives its name 
from the sweetness of its taste. Silver in certain of its 
compounds* is equally sweet A mineral earth called 
glucina (from yXvKvs, sweet) produces many compounds 
which have a sugary taste when first put into the 
mouth ; and numerous other instances might be 
named. It is only those sweet substances, however, 
which exist in or are extracted from plants, that are 
directly connected with our modern comforts. These 
sweets not only accompany, on our tables, the beve- 
rages we infuse, but are the ingredients from which 
our brewers and distillers manufacture the liquors we 
ferment. They fall naturally to be considered, there- 
fore, in this place. 

Of these vegetable sweets, modem nations use many 
varieties. In such substances as luxuries of life, we 
are, indeed, far richer than any of the ancient nations. 
Thus, to the honey, grape, manna, and fruit sugars, 
which were the principal sweets of the ancient world, 
we now add the cane, maple, beet, maize, and palm 
sugars. We manufacture sugar also from potatoes 
and other substances rich in starch ; from sea-weeds 
gathered by the shore ; even from sawdust when an 
emergency arises ; and we extract it from the milk of 

♦ One called the hyposuljakite of silver, for example, is very sweet. 
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our domestic cattle. It has become to us, in conse- 
quence, almost a necessary of life. We consume it 
in millions of tons ; we employ thousands of ships in 
transporting it Millions of men spend their lives in 
cultivating the plants from which it is extracted, and 
the fiscal duties imposed upon it add largely to the 
revenue of nearly every established government. It 
may be said, therefore, to exercise a more direct and 
extended influence, not only over the social comfort, 
but over the social condition of mankind, than any 
other production of the vegetable kingdom, with the 
exception, perhaps, of cotton alone. 

The numerous varieties of useful sugars with which 
we are acquainted, may be arranged under four main 
kinds or heads. These are the grape sugars, the cane 
sugars, the manna sugars, and milk or animal sugar. 
I shall treat of each in its order. 

I. The Grape Sugars include, as varieties, the 
sugar of the grape, the sugars of honey, the sugar of 
fruits, and potato or starch sugar. 

1®. Grape sugar , — When the ripe grape is dried in 
the air, it forms the well-known raisin of commerce. 
When this raisin is opened, numerous whitish crys- 
talline brittle granules are seen within it, which are 
sweet to the taste. These consist of what is called 
grape sugar, and they are the source of the sweetness 
both of the grape and the raisin. It dissolves readily 
in water, and if yeast be added to the solution, soon 
enters into fermentation. 
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The results of this fermentation are, firsts a spirit* 
nous liquor resembling weak wine, and afterwards, as 
the fermentation proceeds, an acid liquor, like sour 
wine or vinegar. 

In Syria, a sweet preparation is made from the juice 
of the grape. It consists chiefly of grape sugar, ^d 
is exported to Egypt under the name of dips or diba»* 

2®. Honey sugars . — The bee has been long known 
and admired for its industry, and the honey it collects 
indulged in as a luxury. This honey is formed, or 
naturally deposited, in the nectaries of flowers, and 
is extracted from them by the working bees. They 
deposit it in their crop or honey bag, which is an ex- 
pansion of the gullet (oesophagus), and from this 
receptacle they disgorge it again when they return to 
the hive. In the interval, it is probably somewhat 
altered by admixture with the liquids which are 
secreted in the mouth and crop of the insect — so that 
the honey we extract from the hive may not be exactly 
in the same chemical condition as when it was sucked 
up from the flowers by the laborious bee. 

When liquid honey is allowed to stand for a length 
of time, it gradually thickens and consolidates. By 
pressure in a linen bag, it may then be separated into a 
white solid sugar, consisting of minute crystals, which 
remain in the bag, and a thick semi-fluid syrup which 
flows through it In old honey the proportion of 

* In Genesis, xliii. II, this word is translated honey , though the 
sweet of the grape is probably meant. Dib$ is also the word used for 
Samson's honey (Judges, xiv. 8), though Assal is the word now em- 
ployed in Syria and Egypt to denote the honey of the bee. 
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syrup is often small, the sugar of the syrup gradually 
crystallising in greater quantity. Both the solid and 
liquid sugars have the same general properties* They 
are both equally sweet ; both have the same chemical 
composition, and both begin to ferment when water 
and a little yeast are added to them. The solid 
sugar of honey is identical with the sugar of the 
grape. The liquid sugar differs from the solid chiefly 
in refusing to crystallise, and in containing an admix- 
ture of colouring and odoriferous substances produced 
by the flowers from which the bee has extracted it. 

To these foreign substances honey owes the varied 
colours, flavours, and fragrances, which in different 
countries and districts it is known to possess, and for 
which it is often highly prized. Hence the estima- 
tion in which the honey of Mount Ida, in Crete, has 
been always held. Hence also the perfume of the 
Narbonne honey, of the honey of Chamouny, and of 
our own high moorland honey when the heather is in 
bloom. Sometimes these foreign substances possess 
narcotic or other dangerous qualities, as is the case 
with the Trebizond honey, which causes headache, 
vomiting, and even a kind of intoxication in those 
who eat it. This quality it derives from the flowers 
of a species of rhododendron {Azalea pontiea), from 
which the honey is partly extracted. It was probably 
this kind of honey which poisoned the soldiers of 
Xenophon, as described by him in the retreat of the 
Ten Thousand.^ 

* The effocts of this honey upon his soldiers are thus described by 
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S®. Fruit atigars. — Many of our fruits pass, in the 
course of ripening, from a sour to a sweet state. The 
apple, the pear, the plum, the peach, the gooseberry, 
the currant, the cherry, &a, are of this kind* Most 
of them, even when fully ripe, are still a little acid ; 
the mixture of sweet and sour in their juices adding 
to their agreeable and refreshing qualities All such 
fruits, as a general rule, contain, and owe their sweet- 
ness to, grape sugar. From many of them this sugar 
can be readily extracted for use ; but, in general, it is 
more economical and agreeable to employ it in the 
form of dried and preserved fruits, or to make wine 
of it, as we do of that which exists in the grape, the 
gooseberry, the apple, and the pear. 

4®. Potato or starch sugar , — It is a property of 
starch of all kinds to be insoluble in cold water, but 
to dissolve readily in boiling water, and to thicken into 
a jelly or paste as it cools. Even a lengthened boiling 
in water, however, produces little further change upon 
it But if a small quantity of sulphuric acid (oil of 

Xenophon — ** And there was there (in a village near Trebizond) a 
number of bee-hives ; and as many of the soldiers as ate of the honey- 
combs, became senseless, and were seized with vomiting and diarrhoea ; 
and not one of them could stand erect. Those who had swallowed but 
little, looked very like drunk men : those who ate much were like mad- 
men ; and some lay as if they were dying. And thus they lay in such 
numbers, as on a field of battle after a defeat. And the consternation 
was great. Yet no one was found to have died ; all recovered their 
senses about the same hour on the following day. And on the third or 
fourth day thereafter, they rose up as if they had suffered from the drink- 
ing of poison.” — Xenophon, Anabcuisy book iv. chap. 8, T« a« &o. 

Auguste St Hilare, while travelling in the Brazils, experienced symp- 
toms of poisoning after having eaton of honey extracted by a native 
bee from a plant belonging to the poisonous family of Apocynac^iB, or 
dogbanes. 
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vitriol) be added to the water in wbicb it is boiled, 
the solution gradually acquires a sweet taste, and 
ultimately the whole of the starch is converted into 
grape or honey sugar. A xK>und of acid diluted with 
a hundred pounds of water, and employed in this 
way, will convert into sugar a great many pounds of 
potato, wheaten, or sago starch. If the acid be then 
separated by lime, and the liquor boiled down, either 
a rich syrup or a solid sugar may be obtained. Or, 
instead of sulphuric acid, we may mix with the water 
12 or 15 lb. of malt for every 100 lb. of starch ; heat 
for three hours to 160° or 170° Fahr., and then filter 
and evaporate the syrup. Sugar thus prepared from 
starch has the same sweetness, chemical composition, 
and general properties as that of the grape. It does 
not always crystallise readily, however, and in this 
respect has more resemblance to the liquid sugar of 
honey than to the solid sugar of the dried grape. It 
is used for ordinary sweetening purposes, for adulte- 
rating cane sugar, and for the manufacture of spirit- 
uous liquors. On the continent of Europe it is 
largely prepared for all these uses. The syrup is 
extensively employed by the French confectioners, 
and brandy distilled from it is very generally drunk 
in northern Europe. The manufacture of ‘starch 
sugar is illegal in this country. 

Instead of starch, woody fibre may be employed for 
the manufacture of this kind of sugar. Paper, raw 
cotton and flax, cotton and linen rags, and even saw- 
dust, may be transformed into sugar by digestion in 
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diluted sulphuric Acid. The operation is only a little 
slower^ and therefore requires more lime This ie 
partly explained by the fetct that the add first changes 
the fibre into starch, and then the starch further into 
sugar. 

It is known that many searweeds, when boiled in 
water, yield a jelly which is wholesome, nutritiousi 
and more or less agreeable to the palate. Among 
these are the well-known Carrigeen moss (Ohondrus 
criapus and mamillosus)^ which is collected in large 
quantities on the west coast of Ireland, and the Cey- 
lon moss (Plocaria Candida)^ which is exported from 
the islands of the Indian Archipelago to the markets 
of China. The jelly yielded by these sea-weeds, as 
well as by the Iceland and other land mosses, is in like 
manner converted into grape sugar, when digested 
with diluted sulphuric acid. 

The number of vegetable substances, therefore, 
which by means of this acid can be transformed into 
the sugar of honey and fruits, is very great Starch, 
however, is the only one to which the process has 
hitherto been applied with a profit The way in which 
these singular transformations of matter are brought 
about, will be illustrated at the close of the succeed- 
ing chapter. 

5®. Elderberry sugar, — In the berries of the 
elder tree (Sorbua aucuparia)^ a peculiar species of 
sugar has recently been discovered, to which M. Pelouze 
has given the name of sorbine. In the d^pree of 
sweetness it possesses, and in chemical composition, it 
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agrees with grape sugar ; but it differs from it in its 
other properties, and in its crystalline form. As yet, 
however, this variety of sugar is of no economical value. 


11. The Cane SuoAna — ^The plants or fruits which 
possess distinctly acid or sour juices, yield grape sugar. 
Those which have little acid in their saps, contain for 
the most part cane sugar, llie chemical reason for 
this is, that, by the action of acid substances, cane 
sugar is gradually transformed Fig. 86. 


into grape sugar, even in the 
interior of the growing plant. 
The principal varieties of cane 
sugar known in commerce, are 
cane sugar properly so called, 
beet sugar, palm or date sugar, 
maple sugar, and maize sugar. 

1®. Sugar come or Chinese 
sugar , — The sugar cane (fig. 
36) is the chief source of the 
sugar of commerce. About 
eleven-twelfths of all the sugar 
extracted for use is obtained 
from this plant Though al- 
most unknown to the Greeks 
and Romans, and now culti- 
vated most extensively in 
America, it is a native of the 
Old World. It was familiar in 



Saccharutn qfficinarun^ 
The Sugar Cone. 
Scale* 1 inch to 4 feet. 


the Rast in most remote times, and appears to have 
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been caltivated in China and the South Sea Islande 
loDg before the period of authentic history. Through 
Sicily and Spain it reached the Canary Islands, thence 
was transplanted to St Domingo by the Spaniards in 
1520^ and from this island it has gradually spread 
over the West Indies and the tropical regions of the 
American continent. It flourishes best where the 
mean temperature is from 75 ® to 77 ® Fahr. ; but it 
thrives, and can be economically cultivated, where the 
mean temperature does not exceed 66® to 68° Fahr. 
Hence it is grown far beyond the tropics. And although 
the countries most productive in sugar, and which yield 
it at the least cost, lie for the most part within the torrid 
zone, and at low elevations, — yet the sugar cane is 
profitably grown in some parts of the south of Europe ; 
on the table-land of Nepaul, in India, at a height of 
4500 feet ; and on the plains of Mexico, as high as 
4000 to 6000 feet above the level of the sea. It 
rarelyaripens its seed, however, even in the most pro- 
pitious localitiea Young plants are raised, therefore, 
from portions of the stem planted for the purpose ; 
and when cultivated for sugar, they are rarely allowed 
to come to flower, as is represented in fig. 36. 

.There are many varieties of the sugar cane, as 
there are of nearly all long-cultivated plants. In 
general, the varieties most common in each country 
and district are best adapted to the local climate and 
to the soils in which they grow. Those which yield 
the sweetest juice, and in the greatest abundance, if 
otherwise suited to the climate, are the most esteemed. 
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In Loniatanay five different varieties are cultivated, 
(me of the most elegant of which is represented in the 
annexed drawing Fig. 87. 

(fig. 27). In each 
locality that va- 
riety is selected 
by the planter 
which he finds 
to give, on the 
whole, the most 
sure and profit- 
able crop.* And 
so in our West 
India coloniesthe 
Tahiti cane was 
introduced as a 
new variety, be- 
cause in the same 
time, and from 
the same extent 
of land, it yielded 
one-fourth more 

juice than the Stripud Cuiio of Louisiana. 

common varieties, while it produced also a larger and 
more solid growth of wood to be used as fuel.*|“ 

In Europe and most northern countries, cane sugar 
is only an article of luxury, though one with which 
many would now find it difficult to dispense. In 



j 


\ 


* Amerioan Patent Offioe Report, 1848. P. 281. 
+ Meten, Qeog, of Plants, p. Ssi 
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many tropical regions, however, the sugar cane f<»rms 
a staple part of the ordinary food. The ripe stalk of 
the plant is chewed and sucked after being made soft 
by boring it, and almost incredible quantities are con- 
sumed in this way. Large ship-loads of raw sugar 
cane are daily brought to the markets of Manilla and 
Eio Janeiro ; and it is plentiful in the market of New 
Orleans. In the Sandwich and many other islands of 
the Pacific, every child has a piece of sugar cane in its 
hand ; while in our own sugar colonies, the negroes 
become fat in crop time on the abundant juice of the 
ripening cane. This mode of using the cane is, no 
doubt, the most ancient of all, and was well known to 
the Roman writers. Lucan (book iii. 237) speaks of 
the eaters of the cane as — 

** Quique bibunt tenera dulces ab arundine kuccos.” 

— “ And those who drink sweet juices from the 
tender reed.” 

This nutritive property of the raw juice of the sugar 
cane arises from the circumstance, that it contains,, 
besides the sugar to which its sweetness is owing, a 
considerable proportion of gluten, as well as of those 
necessary mineral substances which are present in all 
our staple forms of vegetable food. It is thus itself 
a true food,* capable of sustaining animal life and 
strength without the addition of other forms of nour- 
ishment. This is not the case with the sugar of com- 
merce, which, though it in a certain sense helps to 
nourish us, is unable of itself to sustain animal life. 


See The Bbeah we eat. 
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The juice of the sugar cane varies in composition 
and richness with the variety of cane, the nature of 
the soil, the mode of cultivation, and the dryness of 
the season. Its average composition in sugar planta- 
tions, when the canes are fully ripe, is about — 


Sugar, 

18 to 22 

Water and gluten, . 

71 

Woody fibre. 

10 

Saline matter. 

1 


100 


The richness in sugar varies with many circum- 
stances, and especially with what is called the ripe- 
ness of the cane. For it is a curious circumstance in 
the chemical history of this plant, that the sap sweetens 
only to a certain distance up the stem ; the upper 
somewhat green part, which is still growing, yielding 
abundance of sap, but comparatively little sugar. One 
reason of this probably is, that as fast as the sugar 
ascends with the sap, it is converted into woody mat- 
ter, which is built in to the substance of the growing 
stem and leaves. In consequence of this want of 
sweetness, the upper part of the cane is cut off, and 
only the under ripe part employed in the manufac- 
ture of sugar. In Louisiana, where the canes rarely 
ripen so completely as in the West Indies, the pro- 
portion of sugar contained in the juice is set down as 
low as 12 to 14 per cent.* 

For the extraction of the sugar, the canes are cut 
with a large knife, the labourer proceeding between 
* Patent Office Beport, 1844. 





tions. The action 
C.uiti plaiitatioQ in L<.kuiBUuia. of this lime is 

twofold. It removes or neutralises the acid which 
rapidly forms in the fresh juice, and at the same time 
combines with the gluten of the juice, and carries it 
to the bottom. This gluten acts as a natural ferment, 
causing the sugar to run to acid. Its speedy removal, 
therefore, is essential to the extraction of the sugar. 
After being clarified in this way, and sometimes fil- 
tered, the juice is boiled rapidly down, is then run 
into wooden vessels to cool and crystallise, and, 
finally, when crystallised, is put into perforated casks 



to dzi^ Wtiat remaiiis in cadcB is Muscovado 
or raw sugar ; the drainings are well known by the 
name of molassea 

Simple as this process is in description, it is attended 
with many difficulties in practice. It is difficult to 
squeeze the whole of the juice out of the cane — it is 
difficult to clarify the juice with sufficient rapidity to 
prevent it from fermenting, and so completely as to 
render skimming unnecessary during the boiling — it 
is difficult to boil it down rapidly without burning or 
blackening, and thus producing much uncrystallisable 
molasses — and, it is difficult afterwards to collect and 
profitably employ the whole of the molasses thus pro- 
duced. These difficulties, though none of them in- 
surmountable, have hitherto proved so formidable in 
practice, that, of the 18 per cent of sugar. contained 
in the average cane-juice of our West India Islands, 
not more than 6 per cent, or one-third of the whole, 
is usually sent to market in the state of crystallised 
sugar I The great loss which thus appears to take 
place is thus accounted for — 

First , — Of the 90 per cent of sweet juice which the 
cane contains, only 50 to 60 per cent are usually 
expressed. Thus one-third of the sugar is left in the 
megass, or squeezed cane, which is used for fuel — 
(Kerr.) 

Second , — Of the sugar in the juice, one-fifth or more 
is lost by imperfect clarifying, and in the skimmings 
removed during the boiling — (Sheir.) 

Third , — Then of the juice when boiled down to 
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the crystallising point and set to cool, only from one- 
half to two-thirds crystallises : the rest drains off as 
molassea Thus of the whole sugar of the ripe cane — 

One-third is left in the megass, ... 6 per cent. 

One-fifth of the remainder in the skimmings, . 2^ „ 

One-third to one-half of the second remainder in 
the molasses, ..... 3 ,, 

In the Muscovado sent to market there are . 6^ „ 

"iF 

The molasses and skimmings are fermented and 
distilled for rum. But even of the molasses much is 
lost Tlie drainage from the raw sugar of the West 
Indies, while at sea, is stated at 15 percent, and after- 
wards, in the docks, at 2 per cent And further, the 
leakage of the molasses itself, which is shipped as 
such, is 20 per cent ; so that of the uncrystallisable 
part of the sugar, also, there is a large wasta In the 
interior of Java, where fuel is scarce, the molasses is 
worthless, and is sent down the rivers in large quan- 
tities ; hut in the West Indies it has everywhere a 
market value, and may be distilled with a profit. 

The sugar manufacture, therefore, of our West 
India colonies, appears as a whole to be in a most 
unsatisfactory condition. Neither mechanical nor 
chemical means have been applied to it as they have 
been to the sugar manufacture of Europe ; and it is 
not at all surprising that pecuniary difficulties should 
of late years have gathered round the unimproving 
planters. The same skill which now extracts 7 per 
cent of refined sugar from the more difficult beet, 
might easily extract 10 or 12 from the sugar cane. 
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Were this result generally attained, the same weight 
of canes which is now grown in the West Indies, and 
which yields less than half the quantity of crystallised 
sugar actually consumed in the United Kingdom, 
would alone produce enough to supply the entire pre- 
sent home consumption. 

The means by which this better result is to be 
attained are, the use of improved crushing rollers, by 
which 70 and even 75 per cent of juice can be forced 
from the canes — of better modes of clarifying, which 
chemical research has recently discovered — of charcoal 
filters before boiling, which render skimming unne- 
cessary — of steam and vacuum boilers, by which burn- 
ing is prevented, and rapid concentration effected — 
of centrifugal drainers to dry the sugar speedily and 
save the molasses — and of coal or wood as fuel where 
the crushed cane is insufficient for the purpose. By 
the use of such improvements, planters in Java, in 
Cuba, and, I believe, here and there in our own 
colonies, are now extracting and sending to market 10 
to 12 per cent of raw sugar from the 100 lb. of canes ! 
Why should our own enterprising West India pro- 
prietors spend their time in vain regrets and longings 
for the past, instead of earnestly availing themselves 
of those scientific means of bettering themselves which 
are waiting to be employed, and which are ready to 
develop themselves to meet every new emergency ? 
It is not the readier or cheaper supply of labour 
which gives the Dutch planter of Java, or the Spanish 

u 
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planter of Cuba, 10 per cent of marketable sugar, but 
better machinery and more refined chemical appli- 
cations. And these are surely as much within the 
reach of British subjects as of any other people on 
the face of the earth. 

The total quantity of sugar extracted from the sugar 
cane over the whole globe has been estimated by 
StoUe at 4527 millions of pounds. Of this the largest 
proportion is yielded by the British East and West 
Indiea The consumption in the United Kingdom 
amounts at present to about two-elevenths of the 
enormous quantity above stated. In 1853 our home 
consumption amounted to 818 millions of pounds of 
raw sugar. This is equal to 28 lb. of sugar per head of 
the population, and the quantity is rapidly increasing. 
How wonderful a change in the tastes and habits of 
the people does this imply since the year 1700, when 
the quantity consumed in England was only 22 mil- 
lions of pounds ! And the consumption per head in 
Great Britain is considerably more than the above 
28 lb., because the average consumption per head in 
Ireland, of which no separate account has been kept 
since 1826, is not more than one-third of the British 
consumption. 

An acre of land in the West Indies yields, accord- 
ing to the present mode of extraction, from 1 to 
3, or even 4 tons of sugar, and for each ton of 
sugar about 70 gallons, or 1400 lb. of marketable 
molasses. At an average of 3 tons an acre of sugar 
and molasses, it requires upwards of 130 thousand 
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axsres of rich land to produce the sugar yearly con- 
sumed in the British Islands I 

The cane sugars are popularly distinguished from 
the grape sugars by greater sweetness or sweetening 
power. This is said to be greater in the proportion 
of five to three.* They also dissolve more readily in 
water. One poimd of cold water dissolves 8 lb. of cane, 
but only 1 lb. of grape sugar. The solution is alfiN> 
thicker and more syrupy, less liable to change or run 
to acid, crystallises more readily, and gives a harder 
candy. These superior economical properties suffi- 
ciently account for the preference so miiversally given 
to this species of vegetable sweet. 

Chemically, the cane differs from the grape sugars, 
in containing less of the elements of water, in being 
charred or blackened by strong sulphuric acid (oil of 
vitriol), and in not readily throwing down the red 
oxide of copper from solutions of blue vitriol (sulphate 
of copper). By the action of diluted acids cane sugar 
is converted into grape sugar, and hence the reason 
why, as I have already said, cane sugar is rarely found 
in plants which have acid juices, and why the souring 
of the cane juice changes a portion of its crystallisable 
sugar into uncry stallisable syrup or molasses. 

2°. Beet-root or European sugar , — The root of 
the beet, and especially of the variety called the sugar- 

* The sense by which we appreciate the sweetness of bodies is liable 
to singnlar modifications. Thus the leaves of the C^ymnema sylvestre — 
a plant of Northern India. — ^when it is chewed, takes away the power 
of tasting sugar for twenty-four hours, without otherwise injuring the 
general sense of taste. 
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beet (fig. 89); contains often as much as a tenth part 
Pig. 89. of its weight of sugar. By squeezing 
out the juice, as in the case of the 
sugar cane, or by dissolving out the 
sugar from the sliced root and boil- 
ing down the solution, the raw sugar 
is obtained. In this state the sugar 
possesses a peculiar, unpleasant 
flavour, derived from the beet-root ; 
but when refined, it is scarcely dis- 
tinguishable in any respect from that 
of the sugar cane. 

The manufacture of this sugar is 
one of great and growing import- 
ance, especially in France, Belgium, 
Germany, and Russia. Its history 
also illustrates in a very striking 
way how chemical skill may over- 
sugar Beet. comc, as it Were, the perversities of 

Scale, half an inch toa , 

foot. climate, and establish, upon an ar- 

tificial basis, an important national interest, which 
shall successfully compete in the markets of the 
world with the most favoured natural productions 
of the choicest regions of the globe. 

As early as 1747, Margraaf, in Berlin, drew atten- 
tion to the large quantity of sugar contained in the beet, 
and recommended its cultivation for the manufacture 
of sugar. Fifty years later the attempt was made in 
Silesia, imder royal patronage ; but as only two or 
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tliree per cent of crystallised sugar could be extracted, 
the work failed and was abandoned. Later, again, 
the continental system of Napoleon I., which raised 
the price of sugar to five shillings (six francs) a pound, 
and especially the offer of a prize of a million of francs 
for the successful manufacture of sugar from plants of 
home growth, stimulated to new trials both in Germany 
and France. New methods, new skill, new machinery, 
and the results of later chemical research, were all ap- 
plied, and, with the aid of high duties on foreign sugar, 
the manufacture struggled on through a period of very 
sickly infancy. In Germany fewer improvements were 
introduced, so that the new manufactories erected in 
that country, during the reign of Napoleon, were one 
after another given up ; but in France they became 
so firmly established, that even after the cessation of 
the continental system few of them were abandoned. 
A more complete extraction of the sap, a quicker and 
easier method of clarifying and filtering it, and the use 
of steam to boil it down, enabled the French maker 
to extract 4 to 5 per cent of refined sugar from the 
100 lb. of beet, and thus to conduct his operations with 
a profit In this improved condition the manufacture, 
after a struggle of twenty years, returned again towards 
the north, and spread not only over Belgium and the 
different states of Germany, but over Poland, and into 
the very heart of Russia. At the present time, not less 
than 362 millions of poimds of beet sugar are manu- 
factured on the continent of Europe. This is equal 
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to liKitit per cent of all the migar consmned in iim 
worid. !Fhe proportion extracted in the difl^ent 
countries named is nearly as follows : — 



Number of 
Manufac- 
tories. 


Total Prodnoe of 
the country. 

Hufitia, 

860 

200,000 lb. 

70 , 000,000 Ib. 

France, 

834 

440,000 

150,000,000 „ 

German Costoma Union, 

287 

mrnKHUmlm 

180,000,000 „ 

Belghim, 

30 

400,000 „ 

12,000,000 „ 


There are, besides, some manufactories in Austria 
which produce on an average 160,000 pounds of sugar 
each. 

The extraction of sugar from the beet has lately 
been attempted in Ireland, and, as I am informed, 
with some measure of success. Little is publicly 
known, however, of the proceedings of the company 
by which the attempt has been made. 

The average composition of the root of the sugar 
beet of France, Belgium, and the Rhenish provinces, 
is nearly as follows : — 


Sugar, 

lOi 

Gluten, 

8 

Fibre, &c., . 

5 

Water, 

81^ 


100 

But this proportion of sugar varies very much. Thus 
it is greater, — 

a In small beets than in large. 
b In some varieties, as in the white Schleswick 
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pearnshaped beet^ and in a spindle-abaped redrskinned 
white-flaAod variety, both much cultivated in Ger-^ 
many. 

c In dry climates, and especially where the climate 
is dry after the roots have begun to swell 
d In light potato or barley than heavy soils, 
e In the part under than above ground. 
f When manure has not been directly applied to 
the crop. 

These facts show how much practical agriculture 
has to do with the success of this important manufac- 
ture. The difference of climate, soil, and mode of 
culture, have so much effect, that, while the beets of 
Lille, a southern centre of the manufacture, do not 
average more than 10 to 12 per cent of sugar, those 
of Magdeburg, a more northern centre, contain from 12 
to 14 per cent Under certain very favourable condi- 
tions, as much as 18 per cent of sugar has been found 
in the beet of North Germany. The proportion of 
sugar is so much less in the part that grows above 
ground, that it is not unfrequently cut off and fed to 
cattle. This reminds us of the want of sweetness in 
the upper part of the sugar cane (p. 251), and the rea- 
son is probably the same in both cases, that the sugar 
is in these parts transformed into woody matter. 

The average proportion of sugar extracted in Bel- 
gium and France, is 6 lb. from every hundred of 
fresh root. In some well-conducted manufactories, 
it is ^aid to reach 7, and even 74 lb. from the hun- 
dred. In Germany, the average yield is at present 
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7 or ia<»:e; and improvemonta now on trial are 
expected to raise it to 8 llx from ^e hundred 

The mode of extraction is very simple. In France 
and Belgium, the root is ground to a pulp between 
saw-toothed rollers, a small stream of water trickling 
over the teeth to keep them clean. This pulp is put 
into bags, and submitted to strong pressure, by which 
the juice is squeezed out, while the solid matter re- 
mains in the form of a dry cake. This juice is treated 
with lime, heated, filtered, boiled down by steam to 
the crystallising point, and then, as in the case of 
cane sugar, cooled and drained from the molasses. 
From the beet, the molasses thus obtained is colour- 
less, but it has a disagreeable taste, and cannot, 
therefore, like cane molasses, be directly employed 
for any sweetening purpose. The raw sugar has also 
an unpleasant taste, and is in consequence refined, 
for the most part, before it is brought to market. 

In Germany, it is more usual to slice the beet, and 
to wash out the sugar with hot water, treating the 
solution afterwards as above described. The happy 
discovery of Melsens, of Brussels, that sulphurous 
acid ♦ has the property of arresting fermentation in 
sweet juices, has been of much service in making this 
German method of extraction available. 

It is interesting to remark how new improvements 

* Sulphurous acid is the name given by chemists to the strong- 
smelling fumes given off by burning sulphur. In one proportion, it 
forms with lime of lime; in twice this proportion, it forms 
5i-8olphite {bit twice). This bisulphite is soluble in water, and a little 
of the solution added to the weak sugary liquors prevents thexh from 
fermenting. 



m thift laannfeoture constsmtlj make known new 
dbemioal difficulties, and present new ch^nical and 
agricultnrid problems to be solved The first great 
difficulty was, to prevent the fermentation of the juice, 
the production of add, and the simultaneous waste 
of sugar and conversion of a part of it into uncrystal- 
lisable syrup. The second was, to boil it down so as 
to prevent burning, and the production of uncrystal- 
lisable molasses. The former has been overcome by 
various chemical means, and the latter by the use of 
steam. But as the yield of sugar approached to 7 per 
cent, it was found that certain syrups remained be- 
hind, which, though they certainly contained cane 
sugar, refused stubbornly to crystallise ; and the 
reason of this was traced to the presence of saline 
matter, chiefly common salt, in the sap. This salt 
forms a compound with the sugar, and prevents it 
from crystallising. And so powerful is this influence, 
that 1 per cent of salt in the sap will render 3 
per cent of the sugar uncrystallisable. To overcome 
this difficulty, new chemical inquiries were necessary. 
As results of these inquiries, it was ascertained — 

First, That the proportion of sugar was larger, 
and of salt less, in beets not weighing more than five 
pounds. The first practical step, therefore, was, that 
the sugar manufacturers annoimced to the cultivators 
who raised the beet, that in future they would give a 
less price for roots weighing more than five pounds. 

Ifext, That a crop raised by means of the direct 
application of manure, contained more salt, and gave 
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more uncrystallisable syrup, than when raised with- 
out direct manuring. A larger price, therefore, was 
offered for roots grown upon land which had been 
manured during the previous winter ; a higher still for 
such as were raised after a manured crop of com ; and 
a still higher when, after the manuring, two crops of 
com were taken before the beet was sown. 

Thus, the difficulty was lessened by chemico-agri- 
cultural means ; and though the crop was less in weight 
to the farmer, the higher price he obtained in some 
d^ee made up the difference. 

In France and Belgium, the crops gathered aver- 
age 14i.or 15 tons an acre, while about Magdeburg 
they do not exceed 10 or 12 tona But the latter are 
richer in sugar, and poorer in salts, in proportion. 
A method is now imder trial in France for separating 
the sugar from the salts by a purely chemical opera- 
tion. When this is effected, the crops may be forced 
by manure as our turnip crops are, and a laiger yield 
obtained without fear of injuring the sugar extracter 
by a superabundance of salts.* 

* It is stated, also, that Mr Herts, a partner in a large sugar'Xnana- 
factory near Heidelberg, has made improTements by means of which, 
among other advantages, ho can extract from his beet 9 per cent of 
pure sngar. 

1**. He dries the roots whole in ovens, and thus can keep them all the 
year round, and work them when most convenient. 

2°. He washes out the sugar in vacuo. This excludes the air, pre> 
vents fermentation, more fully extracts the sugar, enables him to work 
in warm as well as in cold weather, and thus, in the course of the year, 
to work up three times the material with the same plant. 

There may be some exaggeration in the alleged result of these me- 
thods, but the idea of extracting the sugar in vacuo is certainly good, 
if it can be economically effected, and generally applied. 
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One other point in this history is very interesting, 
as illustrative of the way in which a tax upon manu- 
facturing industry may be made actually to promote, 
instead of retarding its advancement ! The tax on 
beet sugar within the bounds of the German Customs 
Union (Zollverein), is levied, not on the sugar actu- 
ally produced, but upon the weight of raw beets 
employed by the manufacturer. It is assumed that 
the roots will yield 5 per cent, or one-twentieth of 
their weight of sugar ; and then upon every 20 cwt. 
of roots a tax of two dollars is imposed. According 
to the assumed yield of sugar, this is equal to a tax 
of two dollars on every hundredweight of sugar. But 
in reality it is much less. By the improved methods, 
one of sugar can now be extracted from about four- 
teen of the root ; and the more he can extract, the 
less duty in proportion the manufacturer paya Thus 
he is continually stimulated to improve his methoda 
The absolute gain which he derives from an in- 
creased produce per cent, is enhanced by the pecu- 
liar satisfaction which arises from the consciousness 
that every additional pound he extracts is to him 
duty free. 

And the profit he thus makes is at the same time 
a source of gain to othera It is the character of all 
scientific progress, that an advanced step taken in one 
country is at once a signal for similar steps in other 
countries, and an assurance that they will by-and- 
by be taken. Thus the improvements which arise 
out of the fiscal regulations of the German Zollver- 



Fig. 40. 



Soffuenu $aecharifer — The 
Oommuti Palm. 


(Saguerua aaccharifer), fig 
40, is still more produc- 
tive, and, in the Moluc- 
cas and Philippines, yields 
much sugar. The sap of 
the cocoa-nut tree is boiled 
down in the South Sea 
Islands till it has the con- 
sistence of a brown syrup, 
resembling very much the 
molasses which drains from 
raw cane-sugar; but the wild 
date-palm (Phcanix eylvea- 
iris) is the largest known 
sugar-producer. From this 
tree it is said that 60,000 


Scale. 1 inch to 20 feet. 

tons,* or 130 million pounds, are yearly extracted. Of 
* Abcheb’s Popular Economic Botany, p. 140. 
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this quantity, 5000 tons, or 11 million pounds, are 
extouited in Bengal alone. Indeed, the chief pro- 
duction as well as consumption of this date sugar is 
in India A small proportion of it is imported into 
this countiy, sometimes under its true name of jagr 
geiy, but often, also, under that of cane sugar. 

This palm-sugar, indeed, from whichever of the 
trees it is extracted, is exactly the same species of 
sugar as is yielded by the sugar cane. It differs 
chiefly in the flavour of the molasses which drains 
from and colours the raw sugar. When refined, it 
cannot be distinguished from refined West -India 
sugar. The flavour of the molasses is not unpleasant, 
so that it is readily eaten by the natives of the various 
tropical regions in which the palm trees grow. 

The total known produce of palm sugar is estimated 
at 220 million pounds. This is about one-twenty- 
fourth part of all the cane sugar extracted for useful 
purposes. 

Other non-acid fruits, like the melon, the chestnut, 
and the cocoa nut, contain cane sugar, but it is not 
extracted from them as an article of commerce. 

4°. Maple or North American sugar , — The sugar 
maple {Acer saccliarinum)^ fig. 41, grows abundantly 
in the northern parts of New England, along the lakes 
and in the British provinces of North America. The 
four States of New Hampshire, Vermont, New York, 
and Michigan produce together upwards of 20 million 
pounds, and the Canadas together about 7 million 
poimds of maple sugar. The settlers generally, when 
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they dear their virgin farms, reserve a few trees 

to make sugar for the 
use of their families ; but, 
in many places, extensive 
natural forests of maple 
trees still cover fertile 
tracts of uncultivated 
country, and there the 
sugar is manufactured in 
large quantities. The 
average yield of each 
tree is estimated in 
Lower Canada at 1 lb. a- 
head ; and the right of 
making the sugar is there 
rented out by the pro- 
prietor at one-fifth of the 
supposed produce, or one 
pound of sugar for every 

Acer saccharinum — The Sugar Maple, five trees. W^hcU the 
Scale, 1 inch to 30 feet. p -i/r • 

Lea^ 1 inch to 6 inches. mouth of March amves, 
the sugar-makers start for the forest, carrying with 
them a large pot, a few buckets and other utensils, 
their axes, and a supply of food. They erect a 
shanty where the maple trees are most numerous, 
make incisions into as many as they can visit twice 
a-day for the purpose of collecting the sap, boil 
down this sap to the crystallising point, and pour 
it into oblong brick-shaped moulds, in which it 
solidifies. In this way, in the valley of the 


Figr. 41. 
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Chaudi^re, from 3000 to 5000 pounds of sugar are 
sometimes made during the season of two months by 
a single party of two or three men. 

It is a singular circumstance in the chemical his- 
tory of the sap of this tree, that the first which flows 
for some time after the incision is made, is clear, 
colourless, and without taste. After standing a day 
or two this sap becomes sweet ; and a few days after 
the sap has begun to run, it flows sweet from the tree. 
The last sap which the tree yields is thick, and makes 
an inferior sugar. When boiled carefully in earthen- 
ware or glazed pots, the clear sap gives at once a 
beautifully white sugar, and especially if it be drained 
in moulds and clayed, as is done with common loaf- 
sugar. In this pure white condition it is not to be 
distinguished from refined cane-sugar. It is identical 
with pure cane-sugar in all its properties. 

For domestic use it is generally preferred of a 
brown, and by many of a dark-brown colour, because 
of the rich maple flavour it possesses. This flavour, 
though peculiar, and therefore new to a stranger in 
North America, soon becomes very much relished. 
The brown sugar is an article of regular diet among 
the Lower Canadians. On fast days, bread and 
maple sugar, or maple honey, as the molasses of this 
sugar is called, are eaten in preference to fish. In 
spring, when plentiful, it sells as low as 3d. a-pound : 
in winter it rises sometimes as high as 6d.* 

It is an interesting character of the maple juice, 
* See the Author^s Notes on North America, vol. i. p. 303. 
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wkm boiled to the aywtalUmng pointy thal^ the wm* 
lasses which drains from it is agreeable to the tast^ 
and is relished as a domesUc luxury. In this respect 
it is superior even to the molasses of the sugar cane. 
Were beet-root molasses eatable in a similar way^ the 
manufacture of beet sugar would have had fewer diffi- 
culties to overcome ; and it would have been now both 
easier to conduct and more profitable in its results. 

The total production of maple sugar has been esti- 
mated at 45 million pounds, or the one hundred and 
twenty-fifth part (lii) of the whole quantity of cane 
sugar extracted for the use of man. The manufacture 
of maple sugar diminishes yearly in proportion as the 
native American forests are cut down. 

5®. Maize or Mexican sugar , — The green stalks 
of maize or Indian com contain a sweet juice, which, 
when boiled down, yields an agreeable variety of cane 
sugar. This sugar was known and extracted by the 
ancient Mexicans, and was in use amoug them prior 
to the Spanish iuvasion. For this reason I have dis- 
tinguished it as Mexican sugar. 

The manufacture of this sugar has been attempted 
of late years in the United States, and many persons 
have successfully extracted a sufficiency for their do- 
mestic consumption. It has not hitherto, however, 
been prepared in such quantity, or at such a price, as 
publicly to compete in the market with sugar from 
the cane ; but there seems no reason why this branch 
of industry should not be successfully prosecuted, 
especially in those States of the North American 
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Union wHch are known to be more eminently favour- 
able to the growth of maiza 

The extraction of sugar from this plant has also 
been attempted in southern Europe. The only ex- 
isting manufactory of it with which I am acquainted 
is in the south of France, in the neighbourhood of 
Toulouse. It produces only about 20,000 lb. of sugar 
a-year. But that this small manufactory can be pro- 
fitably conducted in a climate less favourable to 
maize, affords a strong presump- 42. 

tion that, in the United States, 
the cultivation of the plant for 
its sugar may yet become an im- 
portant branch of rural economy. 

6°. Sorghum sugar , — In China, 
under the name of sugar cane of 
the north," a species of sorghum 
is cultivated for the extraction of 
sugar. This plant is allied to the 
Sorghum vuJgarCy or dhurra plant, 

(fig. 42), of which a description has 
already been given.* This plant 
has recently been introduced into 
France, and experiments have been 
made upon it by Mons. Vilmorin. 

He states that it is capable of yield- 
ing, on an average, from an acre 
of land, 26,000 lb. of juice, con- sorghum 
taining from 10 to 13 per cent of sugar ; and that this 
* See The Bbead we eat, p. 105. 

T 
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is more than the average yield of the sugar beet It is 
alleged, however, that the plant is adapted to only a 
few parts of the south of Franca More will no doubt 
be heard of this plant should further experiments 
confirm the favourable opinions already formed of it 


The total quantities of cane sugar of various kinds, 
which are extracted for human use, have been esti- 
mated as follows by Dr Stolle : — 





Millions of 
pounds. 

Percentage of 
the whole 
production. 

Cane sugar. 

. 

, 

. 4527 

87.7 

Beet Bugar, 

. 

. 

862 

7.3 

Palm sugar, 

. 

• 

220 

4.2 

Maple sugar, 

• 

• 

45 

0.8 




5154 

100 


The accompanying map represents to the eye the 
several parts of the world in which these different 
varieties of sugar are chiefly extracted. (See p, 273.) 

Wide differences exist among the quantities con- 
sumed per head in different countries — I instance 
only a few examples. Thus, the yearly consumption 
is, in 

Kiissia, .... lb. per head. 

Belgium, .... 5 „ 

France, .... 7^ ,, 

United Kingdom, . . 28 „ 

Venezuela, . . . 180 ! „ 

With the peculiar circumstances which occasion so 
large a consumption in Venezuela I am unacquainted. 
Refined sugar is shipped to that country largely from 
Europe. 
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2°. How lai^elj successive applications of thit 
branch of knowledge have already benefited the 
manufacture of sugar, and aided in bringing thu 
luxuiy within the reach of the poorer classes ; and 
how much more benefit they promise still to confer. 

3° And especially, how chemistry has earned the 
deserved gratitude of the European continent, by 
giving it an entirely new industry, and by making it 
independent of foreign countries for one of the most 
esteemed and now almost necessary luxuries of life. 

It is not the fault of chemistry that our West India 
colonies have not equal cause to be grateful 

Note to page 243. — In the valleys of Eastern Nepanl, at 
a height of 6000 or 6000 feet, Dr Hooker found huge 
pendulous nests formed by wild bees, the honey of which 
is much sought for, except in spring, when it is said to be 
poisoned by rhododendron flowers, exactly like the honey 
eaten by Xenophon’s soldiers.* 

* Himalayan JournaU, i. p. 201. 
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THE MANNA AND MILE SUGABS. 


Manna sugars ; tlieir sensible and cbemical characters. — ^Manna of the 
ash ; its composition and us^ — Occurrence of manna sugar in sea 
weeds. — Gum-tree manna. — Other mannas. — Oak, larch, and cedar 
mannas. — Persian manna. — The alhagi and tamarisk mannas. — 
The manna of the Scriptures ; trees supposed to produce it. — The 
real manna not known. — Liquorice sugar. — Milk sugar. — ^Analogies in 
the composition of cane, grape, and milk sugar. — How the two former 
are produced from each other, from starch, and from humic acid. — 
What chemists imderstand by chemical reactions. — How a know- 
ledge of these improves old and gives rise to new chemical arts. — 
Illustration in the manufacture of garancine, and the use of madder 
in dyeing. 


III. The Manna Sugaks form a third class of 
sugars which are distinguished from the grape and 
cane sugars by three principal characters. First by 
their chemical composition ; second, by their inferior 
sweetness ; and, third, by their not fermenting when 
mingled with yeast Of thb class, also, there are 
several varieties. 

1®. Manna of the ash . — Two species of ash, the 
Fraxinns omns, and the F. rotv/adifolia^ yield this 
species of sugar. The European supply is chiefly 
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derived from Sicily and Calabria. The F, omua, a 
small tree of twenty to twenty -five feet high, is 
there cultivated in plantations for the purpose. In 
the months of July and August, when the production 
of leaves has ceased, the sap is drawn from the tree. 

4S this purpose, 



Frcucinu* cmu « — Tlie Manna Ash, and the mode 
of collecting the manna. 


cross cuts, about 
two inches long 
(fig. 43), are made 
in the stem, begin- 
ning at the lower 
part near the soil. 
These are repeated 
every day in warm 
weather, extending 
them perpendicu- 
larly upwardsalong 
the one side of the 
tree, leaving the 
other to be cut in 
the following year. 
The sap flows from 
these incisions, and 


is sometimes collected in vessels and sometimes allowed 


to harden on the outside of the tree. It is very 
rich in sugar, and speedily concretes in fine weather 
into the manna of commerce. The quality of the 
manna varies with the age of the tree, and with the 
part of the stem (lower or higher) from which it 
flows, and with the period of the season in which it 
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is extracted. From the upper incisions, from trees of 
middle age, and in the height of the season when the 
sap flows most freely, the flake manna, most esteemed 
in England, is obtained in largest quantity. 

Manna — besides a variable proportion of gum, 
which in some varieties amounts to a third of its 
weight — contains two kinds of sugar. The larger 
proportion consists of a peculiar, colourless, beautifully 
crystalline sugar, to which the name of mannite is 
given. This forms from 30 to 60 per cent of the 
whole manna, and is properly the manna sugar. Mixed 
with this there is from 5 to 10 per cent of a sugar 
resembling that of the grape, and which ferments with 
yeast Thus, the manna of commerce consists, on 
an average, of about — 


Per cent. 

Manna sugar, or mannite, 40 

Grape sugar, (?) 30 

Gum, with some gluten and other matters, ... 40 

Water, . 10 


100 

The large admixture of gum diminishes the sweet- 
ness of the manna, and renders it less useful as a sub- 
stitute for cane sugar. 

When newly extracted, manna is found to be nutri- 
tious as well as agreeable to the taste ; and a con- 
siderable quantity of it is used as food, especially in 
Calabria. As it becomes old, however, it acquires a 
mild laxative quality, which imfits it for use as a part 
of the ordinary diet. This latter quality recommends 
it for use as a medicinal agent, for which purpose it is 
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exported to varioiis parts of Europe. The quantity 
yearly imported into Great Britain amounts to about 
11,000 lb., nearly all of which comes from Sicily. 

This medicinal quality does not reside in the 
mannite or true sugar of manna, but in the other 
matters with which it is contaminated. By itself, in the 
pure or refined state, this sugar has no appreciable 
medicinal action, and were it abundant and cheap, 
might be employed for ordinary sweetening purposes. 
It is less sweet than cane sugar, and for daily use is not 
likely ever to compete with the latter in the market. 

It is a singular fact that this peculiar manna-sugar 
exists in many familiar sea-weeds. It gives their 
sweet taste to those which are collected for eating 
along various parts of our coast, and is found in smaller 
quantity in many which are not perceptibly sweet to 
the taste. The Laminaria saccharinaf when quite 
dry, contains above 12 per cent, or one-eighth part of 
its weight, of mannite. When the plant is dried in 
the air, the sugar exudes, and forms a white incrusta- 
tion on its leaves. The Halidrya ailiquosa contains 
from 5 to 6 per cent, and even the common Fucus 
veaicvloaua 1 or 2 per cent (Stenhouse.) No use is 
made of this sugar of sea-weeds, except in so far as it 
assists, in some cases, in making them eatable. 

Mannite in small quantity may also be extracted 
from common celery, and from the root of the dande- 
lion; and it can be formed artificially from cane 
sugar. 

2®. Eucalyptus sugar ^ or gum-tree manncu — The 
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genus Eucalyptus, or gum tree of the colonists (fig. 

Fig. 44. 44), forms a distinguishing 

feature in the landscape 
and forest scenery of Aus* 
tralia and Van Diemen^s 
land. At certain seasons 
of the year, a sweet sub- 
stance exudes from the 
F leaves of these trees, and 

dries in the sun. When 
the wind blows, so as to 
i shake the trees, this Aus- 

1 tralian manna is some- 

\ times seen to fall like a 

V shower of snow. Like the 

: true manna, this sweet 

substance contains a pecu- 
■5 liar crystallisable sugar — 

different, however, in 00 m- 
J _ ^ position and in some of its 

Sucaipptu. «wn{r«ra_The in,n properties, from the man- 
Bark Gum-tree. already described. 

Scale. 1 inch to 60 feet. ^ 

Leayes, 1 inch to 6 inches. ThoUgh it IS Said tO bo 

produced in considerable quantities, I have not 
learned that it is customary to collect it for use as a 
sweet, either in Van Diemen’s land or in Australia.* 

3®. Other TTianrias , — Other sweet substances also 
are obtained from plants, to which the name of 

See tiie Autbor^s Lectures on Agricultural Chemistry and Geology, 
2d edition, p. 161. 


Eucalyptus resinifera — The Iron 
Bark Gum-tree. 

Scale. 1 inch to 60 feet. 
Leayes, 1 inch to 6 inches. 
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manna has been given. Thtus, oak manna exudes 
from the leaves of a species of oak common in Kur- 
distan, and known to botanists as the Quercus mem 
nifera, or manna-bearing oak. Larch manna is a 
sweet substance which, in some countries, is found 
upon the European larch (Larix EuropcBa) about the 
month of June. Cedar manna occurs in small glo- 
bules on the branches of the Finns cedms. It is 
brought from Mount Lebanon, where it sells as high 
as 20s, or 30s. an ounce. It is much esteemed in 
Syria as a remedy for affections of the chest. Per- 
sian manna, or Gen, called also Alhagi manna, and 
by the Arabs Tereng jahim, is obtained from the 
cameFs thorn {Hedysarnm alhagi, Linn.), a plant 
which is indigenous over a large portion of the East. 
It yields manna, however, only in Persia, Bokhara, 
Arabia, and Palestine. Extensive plains are in these 
countries covered with the alhagi, and it is of great 
importance as food for the camels, as well as for 
sheep and goats. From the wounds produced by 
the browsing of these animals the manna chiefly 
exudes. It is collected by the Arabs and caravans 
which cross the Desert, and is used as food. It is 
gathered by merely shaking the branches. 

Tamarisk manna is obtained from the Tamarix 
momnifera, a tree which grows abundantly in the 
neighbourhood of Mount SinaL The manna of the 
Old Testament is supposed by some to have been 
that of the camel’s thorn, and by others that of the 
tamarisk. Both trees grow in the wilderness of Sin, 
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along certain parts of the route of the ancient Iffl:ael- 
ites, and both yield limited supplies of a sweet 
manna. If the produce of either of these trees was 
the true manna of the Israelites, the miracle by 
which they were so long fed with it consisted — ‘first, 
in a wonderful multiplication of the produce, so as to 
sustain millions where probably not a score of per- 
sons could be sustained on the quantity naturally 
produced; and, second, in causing it to follow and 
fall daily around them in parts of the wilderness 
where none of the trees grow, and in equal abun- 
dance all the year round. That is to say, the sus- 
tenance of the wandering ^ 

people was the result of a 
constant miracle, whether the 
manna was of a kind which 
might or might not have been 
derived from either of these 
natural sources. 

In the Wady Feiran — the 
valley which leads from the 
Gulf of Suez towards Mount 
Sinai — the traveller passes 
through thick avenues of 
Turfeh or Tarfa trees (Ta- 
marix mcmnifera^ fig. 45), 
bending over his head like 
the alleys of a garden. This 

tree ‘‘ resembles the weeping Fiowenug branch, i to 6 inches, 
birch, but is still more delicate in appearance, and 
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tbe ao-called manna flows in drops fix>m the extrexniiiat 
of its slender pensile boi^ha A small quantity is 
collected and carried to the convent of Sinai, where 
it is prepared by boiling and put into small tin cases^ 
which are disposed of to pilgrims and other visitors. 
In this state it resembles melted gum with small 
rotmded grains in it, and has a somewhat similar taste, 
only sweeter and rather aromatic." * The manna is 
supposed to flow in consequence of the puncture of the 
Coccus maniparua, an insect which infests the tama- 
risk trees. It exudes as a thick syrup, which, during 
the heat of the day, falls in drops, but during the night 
congeals, and is gathered in the cool of the morning. 
Its solution in water readily fermenta It is eaten in 
Palestine and about Sinai as a delicacy, and, like the 
cedar manna, is esteemed as a remedy in diseases of the 
chest The total quantity of this manna now collected in 
the desert of Sinai appears to be comparatively trifling. 

Dr Milman and Dr Lepsius both regard this sweet 
substance as the manna of Scripture, and consider its 
properties to be generally the same as those ascribed 
by Moses to that collected by the children of Israel 
Dr Robinson, on the other hand, denies that their 
properties at all correspond. I agree with Dr Robin- 
son. In doing so, however, I do not lay so much 
stress on alleged diflerences in taste, in general 

* Babtlett’s Forty Days in the Desert^ p. 68. The figure I have 
giren does not represent the graceful tree described by Bartlett. It 
vari^ in appearance in different localities, and I cannot find that any 
representation of the entire tree has anywhere been published. In a 
book so beautiful os Mr Bartlett’s one might have expected to find 
this tree, which he describes so graphicaUy. 
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appearance^ &c., as on the very remarkable property 
mentioned in the following passage: — 

** And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the 
morning. Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto 
Moses, but some of them left of it till the morning, 
and it bred worms and stank, and Moses was wroth 
with them.” — (Exodus, xvi. 19, 20.) 

This rapid putrefaction, the smell, and the breed- 
ing of worms, are properties which belong to no 
known variety of sweet vegetable exudation. It im- 
plies something of an animal nature, or the presence 
in considerable quantity of a substance analogous to 
the gluten of plants or the fibrin of animals.* And 
the presence of such a substance, again, accounts for 
the very nutritious qualities ascribed to this manna, 
and which is so superior to that of any other vege- 
table sweet with which we are acquainted. The 
manna of Scripture, therefore, I believe to be still 
unknown, as well as the immediate or natural source 
from which it might have been derived. 

Ordn manna , — Orcin is a sweet substance which 
exists in certain species of lichen. By Berzelius it 
was named Orcin sugar, because of its sweetness; and 
by Robiquet it was regarded as a variety of manna. 
In chemical composition and properties, however, it 
is very different from any of our common sweets, and 
it has a disagreeable after-taste, which would alone 
prevent it from finding a place among the luxuries 
of life. 


* See The Beef we cook. 
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IV. Liquorice Sugar. — ^The root of the common 
liquorice (Olycyrrhiza glahrcC)^ fig. 46, contains a 
Fig. 46. peculiar sweet substance, which, 

when extracted with water, has 
the property of becoming dark- 
coloured or black in the air. The 
dried extract is known in this 
country under the names of Span- 
ish and Italian juice, from the 
countries in which it is most 
abundantly produced. It differs 
in flavour from all the other 
sugars I have mentioned ; it does 
not crystallise, and it does not 
ferment when yeast is added to 
it. 

For medicinal purposes the root 
is largely cultivated at Mitcham 
in Surrey, and other places. The 
extract is imported partly in the 
Giyetfrrhiza glabra— The sticks, known uudcT the name of 

Liquorice plant. .-it* • j i • 

Scftie, Laif an incii to a foot. Spanish Liquorice \ and partly in 
solid masses, run into boxes containing about two 
hundredweight each. In 1850, about 500 tons 
were imported. It does not compete directly, how- 
ever, with cane sugar. A considerable quantity no 
doubt is eaten as a sweet, and to give relief to affec- 
tions of the throat, but the principal consumption is 
said to be by the brewers in the manufacture of porter. 

The roots of Olycyrrhiza echim/ata^ G. yla/nduli^ 
fera, of Trifolvwm aJ/pinum^ and of AhrvjS precor 
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tori/aSy are said to possess the same properties as 
the common liquorice ; and among other sweets 
which resemble that of liquorice, is one which is 
found in the root of the Ononis apinosa. To this 
variety the discoverer has given the name of Ononid. 
It is not likely, however, to become of any economical 
importance. 

V. Milk Sugar. — Milk contains a peculiar species 
of sugar, to which the sweetness of milk is owing. 
When the curd is separated in the making of cheese, 
the sugar remains in the whey, and may be obtained 
in the form of crystals by boiling the whey to a small 
bulk, and setting it aside to cool. This sugar is hard 
and gritty when crushed between the teeth, is less 
soluble and less sweet than cane sugar. In Switzer- 
land, and some other cheese countries, it is extracted 
for sale, but the manufacture and consumption of 
milk sugar is on the whole very trifling. In plants 
it rarely occurs, — ^the acorn being almost the only 
common vegetable production in which it has, as yet, 
been detected. 

Among the most important of the varieties of 
sugar above described — the grape, fruit, cane, and 
milk sugars — ^there exists a remarkable analogy in 
chemical composition. They all consist of the three 
elementary bodies already described, under the names 
of Carbon, Hydrogen, and Oxygen.* And in all of 


See chapters L and II. — The Am ws breathe, and the Water 
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them the hydrogen and oxygen are in the propor- 
tions to form water, so that we can, for simplicity of 
language, say, that they are composed of carbon and 
water. The proportion of this water is not the same 
in each variety of sugar, neither is it always different. 
Thus — 

86 lb. of carbon, and 54 of water, form 90 of crystallised cane sugar. 
86 ,, 63 „ 99 of grape or finiit sugar. 

36 ,, 54 „ 90 of milk sugar. 

Thus, in the larger proportions of water it con- 
tains, we seem to see a reason for the difference in 
sweetness, and other properties which grape sugar 
exhibits when compared with cane sugar. But on 
the other hand, the proportions of carbon and water 
in crystallised cane and milk sugars are identical, 
and yet between these two kinds of sugar, the differ- 
ence of properties is equally great This last is a 
very remarkable circumstance, and presents the first 
example, which has fallen in our way, of one of the 
most interesting discoveries of modern chemistry — 
that two compound substances may consist of the 
same elementary bodies, united together in the same 
proportions, and yet be very different from each other 
in their properties. 

Other kindred illustrations of this principle are 
presented by the woody or cellular fibre (cellulose), 
the starch, and the gum, which, as I have explained 
(p. 244), may be artificially converted into grape 
sugar by the action of weak sulphuric acid. Thus — 

86 lb. of carbon united to 45 lb. of water, form 81 lb. either of oelln- 
lose, of starch, or of gum. 
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And yet each of these three substances is very differ- 
ent in its properties from either of the other two. 

Again, the dark-brown vegetable matter (humic 
acid) to which the colour of soils is partly owing, 
consists of carbon and water only, for 

36 of carbon, and 27 of water, form 63 of hunodc acid. 

Now, in regard to substances so composed, it is 
not difficult, with the aid of this knowledge, to form 
a general idea of the way in which they may be 
transformed, one into the other. Thus — 

63 of bumic acid united to 18 of water, wioy form 81 of cellulose, 
starch, gum, or sugar. 

81 of starch, with 9 of water, may form 90 of cane sugar. 

90 of cane sugar, with 9 of water, may form 99 of grape sugar. 

And changes of this kind really take place in na- 
ture. Thus the humic acid of the soil enters the roots 
of plants, and in the interior of the plant is changed 
into the cellulose or woody matter of its growing 
shoots, and into the starch of its seeds. The starch 
of the tasteless pear, of the banana, and of the bread 
fruit (p. 113 ), changes into sugar as the fruit ripens 
and becomes sweet. And by the action of acids in 
the sour saps of plants, and in somewhat acid fruits, 
cane sugar, which is first produced, is changed into 
grape sugar. In all these cases, the substance which 
disappears only combines with a little more water, 
to form the new compound which is produced. 

And we artificially imitate these natural operations 
when, in the manufacture of potato sugar, we trans- 
form the starch of the potato into a sweet resembling 

T 
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the Bugax of grapes, or when, by the prolonged action 
of sulphuric acid, we change sawdust or rags into a 
similar sweet 

In these changes, the acid employed possesses the 
singular property of causing the carbon of the starch 
or woody fibre to unite with a larger proportion of 
the elements of water, and thus to assume the form 
of grape sugar. And it is out of such observed reao- 
tioThs of bodies — as such influences are called — that 
new chemical arts are daily springing up. Thus the 
manufacture of potato sugar, already described, is a 
valuable independent art, founded solely upon a 
knowledge of this action of sulphuric acid. But many 
other arts, besides, have been either wholly based upon 
or have been greatly improved by the application of 
this property. I instance only the manufacture of a 
dye-stuff called garancine. 

Madder, as is well known, is the root of a plant 
(RvMa ti/nctorum) which is cultivated largely in 
certain parts of Europe, and the Levant, for the 
sake of the beautiful red colours it gives to the fibres 
of cotton and wool. This root, when dried and ground 
to fine powder, is the common madder of the dyer. 
But, besides the valuable colouring matter, this root 
contains gum, gluten, mucilage resembling that ob- 
tained from Iceland moss, and various other sub- 
stances, which interfere with its use as a dye, and 
render the use of it difficult to the dyer, and the 
colour it imparts in some degree uncertain. In the 
course of the many chemical investigations to which 
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this substance has been subjected^ however, it was 
observed, that while sulphuric acid, under certain 
circumstances, acted upon nearly all these useless 
parts of the root, it had no effect upon the colouring 
matter. The former it changed into easily soluble 
sugar, or altogether destroyed ; while to the latter it 
only gave new brightness and beauty. The applica- 
tion of this was obvious. The ground root was steeped 
for so many hours in sulphuric acid mingled with so 
much water, and was then washed perfectly free from 
acid, and again dried. It was now the colouring matter, 
or garancme, comparatively pure — in some cases 5, 
but usually about 3 times more powerful as a dye 
than the natural root. It was less bulky and lighter 
for carriage in proportion, was more easy to use, and 
more certain in the shades of colour it gave to cloth. 

Thus, from the application to madder root of the 
observed action of sulphuric acid upon vegetable 
substances allied to our sugars, arose both the new 
art of making ga/mncvrie, and important improve- 
ments in the old art of dyeing. 

Thousands of similar reactions are known to che- 
mists ; and the origin of almost every art of life may 
be traced to the first observation of some one of the 
countless visible influences which one form of matter 
exercises over another. 

Melted soda dissolves sea-sand, and the solution, 
when cold, is our common window-glass. Hence the 
magnificent glass-trade of our time. 

Potash melted with hoofs and hoins, and thrown 
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carelessly into water containing iron, gave an intense 
blue colour. This was Prussian blue; and hence a 
crowd of arts and manufactures, and of beautiful 
applications of chemistry, have sprung up. 

Every day new arts sprout up, as it were, beneath 
our feet, as we linger in our laboratories observing 
the new reactions of probably new bodies; and in 
each new art is seen a new means of adding to the 
comforts and luxuries of mankind, of giving new 
materials and facilities to commerce, and of increasing 
the power and resources of nations. 

For pleasing examples of such arts — -just bursting 
into leaf like the buds before our eyes in the sunshine 
of our English spring — I refer the reader to a succeed- 
ing chapter on The Odours we enjoy. 



CHAPTER XII. 

THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT. 

THE BEERS. 


Our feiTtnented drinks. — Grape sugar is changed into alcohol by fer- 
mentation. — Cane sugar and starch converted into alcohol. — Pro- 
duction of diastase during the sprouting of corn. — Action of this sub- 
stance upon starch. — How the infant plant is fed. — Malt liquors ; 
principles involved in the preparation of. — The malting of barley. — 
The making of beer. — Influence of diastase on the processes. — The 
fermentation of the wort. — Influence of the yeast. — How the yeast 
plant grows and multi|)lies ; its remarkable influence still inexpli- 
cable. — CorapKJsition of beer. — Proportions of malt extract and of 
alcohol. — Beer characterised by its nutritive quality and its bitter 
principle. — Chica or maize beer of South America. — Maize malt. — 
Preparation of chica mascada or chewed chica. — How the chewing 
promotes the process and gives strength to the chica. — Influence of 
the saliva. — Chica from other vegetable substances. — Bouza or millet 
beer of Tartary, Arabia, and Abyssinia. — Murwa beer of the Hima- 
layas. — Chemical peculiarities of these millet beers. — Quass or rye 
beer. — Koumiss or milk beer ; mode of preparing it ; its composi- 
tion and nutritious qualities. — Lactic acid in this beer. — Ava, cava, 
or arva. — Extensive use of this drink among the South Sea Islanders ; 
how it is prepared and used; its narcotic qualities. — Effect of 
chewing on the ava root. — Ceremonies attending its preparation and 
use in the Tonga and Feejee islands. 


The liquors we ferment are all directly produced, 
either from the natural sugars which we extract from 
plants, or from the sugars which we prepare by art. 

z 
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I shall briefly advert to the most interesting and 
important of these liquors now in use in different 
parts of the world. The way in which these drinks 
are prepared, their chemical composition, and their 
chemico-physiological action upon the system, are 
more or less connected with the common life of 
almost every people. 

I. The Beers. — When grape sugar is dissolved in 
water, and a little yeast is added to the solution, it 
begins speedily to ferment. During this fermenta- 
tion the sugar is split up into three different sub- 
stances — alcohol, water, and carbonic acid.* The 
two former remain in the liquid, while the carbonic 
acid gas escapes in bubbles into the air. 

When common cane sugar is dissolved in water 
and mixed with yeast in a similar way, fermentation 
is induced as before. The cane sugar is first changed 
into grape sugar by the action of the yeast, and then 
the grape sugar is split up into alcohol, water, and 
carbonic acid. These changes take place in close as 
well as in open vessels, so that the presence of air is 

♦ This splitting up takes place as follows : — 

Let o denote carbon, H hydrogen, and o oxygen — 

OHO 

Then of grape sugar, . =* 12 14 14 

Two of alcohol, . . . =» 8 12 4 

T'our of carbonic acid, . =408 

Two of water, . , . =022 

And these together make * . 12 14 14 

So that the substance of one of grape sugar is split up into two of alcohol, 
four of carbonic acid, and two of water. This splitting up is induced 
by the yeast, which, however, affords none of the materials of which the 
idoohol, &o., consist. 
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in no way necessaiy to their perfect and rapid com- 
pletion. 

If starch be converted into grape sugar by the 
action of diluted sulphuric acid, or of a mixture of 
malt, as described in a preceding chapter, ♦ and yeast 
be then added to the sweet solution, the same changes 
and the same production of alcohol take place. From 
potato starch, treated in this way, large quantities of 
spirit (potato brandy) are manufactured in France, 
Germany, and the northern countries of Europe. 

But by a still more beautiful process the starch of 
barley and other grains is converted into grape sugar 
before it is removed from the seed, and is then split 
up as before, by means of yeast, into alcohol, water, 
and carbonic acid. 

In a previous chapter-}- it has been shown that 
these grains consist essentially of two principal sub- 
stances — starch and gluten. When moistened, in 
favourable circumstances, the grain begins to sprout 
The starch and gluten it contains are, of course, in- 
tended to form the first food of the young plant; 
but these substances are insoluble in water, and 
therefore cannot, in their natural state, pass onwards 
from the body of the seed to supply the wants of the 
growing germ. It has been beautifully provided, 
therefore, that both of them should undergo chemical 
changes as the sprouting proceeds. This takes place 
at the base of the genh — exactly where and when they 

* The Sweets we extract, p. 245 . 
f See The Bread we eat, p. 94 . 
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are wanted for food. The gluten is changed, among 
other products, into a white soluble substance, which 
has been distinguished by the name of diastase, and 
the starch into soluble grape sugar. Hence the 
sweetness of sprouted corn. 

Starch can be transformed into sugar, as I have 
explained (p. 245), by the agency of a minute quan- 
tity of sulphuric acid. It is so transformed also by 
this diastase. Produced in the sprouting seed in 
contact with the starch, the diastase changes the latter 
into sugar, and makes it soluble in the sap just as it 
is required. By this means the infant plant is fed. 

The maltster, brewer, and distiller, avail themselves 
of this natural change in the constituents of sprout- 
ing grain, and on a large scale call into action the 
remarkable chemical influence of diastase. This is 
abundantly illustrated by the chemical history of the 
art of brewing. 

1®. Malt Beers are so called because they are 
prepared, either in whole or in part, from infusions 
of malted barley. The manufacture of these drinks 
involves two distinct chemical processes: first, The 
change of the starch of the grain into sugar ; and, 
second, The change of the sugar into spirit-of-wine or 
alcohol. With a view to the first of these ends, the 
grain is manufactured into malt ; to attain the second, 
it is submitted to fermentation through the medium 
of yeast. 

a. The malt . — The maltster moistens his barley in 
heaps, and spreads it on a floor in a dark room to 
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heat and sprout. When the germ (acroapire, he calls 
it) is about to burst from the envelope of the seed, 
he arrests the growth by drying the grain gently on 
the floor of his kiln. It is now malted barley, and 
has a sweet taste, showing that it already contains 
sugar. Other grains — such as wheat, oats, and rye- 
may be converted into malt by a similar process. 
Even Indian com is malted in North America ; and in 
South America this malt has been used for making 
beer from the remotest times. In Europe, however, 
barley has been found by long experience to be best 
adapted for this process — though malted rye and 
wheat are employed along with the barley for the 
manufacture of some particular kinds of beer. 

6. The beer . — The brewer or distiller bruises the 
malt and introduces it into his mash-tun, with water 
gently warmed to 157° or 160° Fahr. This water 
dissolves first the sugar which has already been formed 
in the seed, and afterwards the diastase. This latter 
substance then acts upon the rest of the starch of the 
seed, converting it first into a species of soluble gum, 
and finally into grape sugar. If the process has been 
well conducted, little but the husk of the grain is left 
undissolved, and the liquor or wort has a decidedly 
sweet taste. 

Three circumstances are remarkable in regard to 
this diastase. First, That even in good malt, about 
one pound of diastase only is formed for every hun- 
dred parts of starch contained in the grain. Second, 
That this one pound of diastase is suflScient to change 
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a thousand pounds of starch into grape sugar. And 
That by heating the solution containing H to 
the boiling pointy the diastase is killed, as it were : 
its power of changing starch into sugar is wholly 
destroyed. 

The first and second q £ these circumstances enable 
the brewer, if he choose, to mix with his malt a cer- 
tain portion of starch, or of unmalted grain. The 
diastase of the malted portion is sufficient to trans- 
form into sugar, not only the whole starch of the 
malt, but all the starch also of the raw grain. Thus 
both the expense and the waste which would attend 
the malting of the latter is avoided. In this country 
the brewer rarely avails himself of this opportunity of 
adding raw grain. Continental brewers, however, and 
our home-distillers, both practise it largely. 

The third circumstance determines the time when 
the wort may be safely boiled — which is the next 
stage in the manufacture of beer. The change of all 
the starch into sugar being effected, the diastase is no 
longer of service, and the wort may be heated to 
boiling, with advantage. By this higher temperature 
the action of the diastase is stopped, and at the same 
time the albumen which the water has dissolved out 
of the grain is coagulated and separated in flocks. 
Advantage is taken also of this boiling, to introduce 
the hops ; and these, besides imparting their peculiar 
bitterness and aroma to the liquid, help further to 
clarify it. Both the length of the boiling and the 
quantity of hops added to the liquid vary with its 
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richness in sngar^ and with the quaUtj of the beer it 
is intended to maka 

The boiled liquor is run off into shallow iressels, and 
cooled as rapidly as possible to the best fermentii;^ 
temperature, which lies between 54® and 64® Fain. 
It is then transferred to the fermenting tun ; a suffi- 
cient quantity of yeast is added — obtained, if possible, 
from the same kind of beer it is desired to make — 
and it is allowed to ferment slowly for six or eight 
daya During this fermentation, the sugar of the 
wort is split up into the alcohol and water which 
remain in the beer, and into the carbonic acid gas 
which, for the most part, escapes from the surface of 
the liquid and mingles with the surrounding air. 

Three things are notable in this process: firsts 
That the quantity of yeast which is added, and the 
temperature at which the liquor is afterwards kept to 
ferment, vary with every kind of beer ; second^ That 
the yeast has a tendency to reproduce a beer which, 
in flavour, &a, shall resemble that from which it has 
been obtained ; and, third. That the whole of the 
sugar contained in the wort is never in practice trans- 
formed into alcohol. Good beer — however clear, 
hard, bright, and bitter — always retains a pleasant, 
sweetish taste. From one-half to three-fourths only 
of the sugar in the wort is decomposed. Were the 
fermentation not so regulated as to leave this residue 
of undecomposed sugar, the beer would refuse to 
keep. It would turn sour in the cask.* 

* Unxi's Dictionary, pp. 108, 109. 



298 


THE LIQUORS WE FERMEKT. 


I do not follow further the manufacture of this im- 
portant beverage. But I cannot dismiss the beauti- 
ful series of operations of which it consists, without 
calling the attention of my reader for a moment to the 
remarkable place which the minute yeast-plant (fig. 
47) occupies among the agents by which the final 
Fig. 47. result is attained. 1 

have already described 
this plant ; how small 
it is ; how mysteriously 
it appears, and how 
rapidly it grows (p. 85). 

As sulphuric acid and 
diastase, by mere con- 

Yeast after being in wort for eight hourt, tact apparently with 
showing— • r n 

The transparency of the yeast cells. StaTCh, COUVert it Wholly 
The granules or inidoi in their interior. . i. 

How the spores or seeds escape fVom the lUtO SUgRT ^ SO yCaSt, by 
interior of the cells. . .. • . « 

How they germinate and multiply by a Similar SpeCieS of COH- 
budding. ^ 

How they unite into jointed filaments. CODVertS the SUgar 

wholly into alcohol, water, and carbonic acid. How 
either of these transformations is effected by the agents 
employed, we cannot explain. 

There is this interesting difference in the way in 
which these three agents operate — that, while the 
sulphuric acid employed to transform starch into sugar 
remains unchanged in quantity, and while the dias- 
tase itself changes and disappears, the yeast lives, 
multiplies, grows, increases in quantity, and augments 
in size and vegetable development The minuteness 
of the yeast-plant, consisting in its simplest form of 
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only a single cell, long prevented it from being gene- 
rally regarded as a form of living matter. But the 
changes it undergoes in the fermenting tub, day by 
day, as shown by the microscope, prove it to be un- 
questionably a growing vegetable. The drawing given 
above (fig. 47) shows the appearance it has assumed 
after being in the wort only eight hours. The cells 
have multiplied, increased in size, and begun to string 
themselves together like beads. The drawing in 
fig. 48 exhibits a still Fig. 48. 

more developed and ' ^ 

unquestionable plant- 
form sometimes found q® ^ 

in the yeast deposited 
by fully fermented 0 0©;*^ 

London porter. The 
increase in the quan- 
tity of yeast during 
such fermentation is 
so great, that 35 lb. 
of dry yeast employed 
in brewing 1250 gal- 
lons of beer, have been 
known to increase to, 
or yield, 247 lb. 

But that the yeast 
lives and increases in 
the fermenting liquid, 
does not explain its action upon the sugar. The 
mystery remains none the lesa How this plant, in 



Mlfcodcrma cerviHa — A developed yeast- 
plaut. 

The numbers indicate the successive 
stages of the growth or development. 
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growing rapidly itself, should induce the sugar at the 
same time to split itself up as I have described, and 
that without combining with or otherwise appro- 
priating any of the new substances produced — this 
is still altogether inexplicable. Neither chemistiy 
nor physiology can as yet hazard even a plausible, 
liglit-bringing conjecture upon the subject. It is 
something, however, to be able to see, in regard to 
any point that we have reached, the actual limits of 
our positive knowledge. 

The composition of the beer, obtained as I have 
described, varies with almost every sample. 

a. When beer is evaporated or boiled to dryness, it 
leaves behind a certain quantity of solid matter, 
usually spoken of as malt extract. This consists of 
undecomposed sugar, of soluble gluten from the grain, 
of bitter substances derived from the hop, and of a 
certain proportion of mineral matter. It varies in 
quantity from less than 4 to upwards of 8 lb. in 
every 100 lb. of good beer. In fine wine-like 
beers, such as our modem English bitter beers, the 
quantity of extract is small. In heavy sweet beers, 
it is large. Good Edinburgh ale contains about 4 
per cent, or nearly half a pound to the gallon. The 
German Brunswick beers are remarkable in this re- 
spect. A sweet small-beer of that city contains 14 per 
cent of extract ; and a scarcely half-fermented black 
drink, called Brunswick mummc, as much as 39 per 
cent — about 5 lb. to the gallon. The nutritive quali- 
ties of beer, which are often considerable, depend 
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very much upon the amount and nature of this 
extract. 

b. But beer contains alcobol also, the result of the 
fermentation ; and this varies in quantity quite as 
much as the extract Thus — 

Of Alcohol. 

Small beer contains • 1 to per cent by weight. 

Porter, . . . ‘ 3.^ to 5^ ,, ,, 

Brown stout, . . 5^ to 6^ „ ,, 

Bitter and strong ales, . 5^ to 10 ,, ,, 

By measure, these proportions of alcohol are about 
one-fourth more than the numbers above given. 

Upon this alcohol depends the purely intoxicating 
effect of malt liquors. And in this respect our strong 
ales have about the same strength and influence as 
hock and the light French wines. But they contain, 
in addition, and as distinguishing them from the wines. 

Firsts The nutritive matters of the extract which 
are derived from the grain. — These, as I have said, 
vary from 4 to 8 per cent. In milk, the model food, 
the nutritive matter amounts to 12 per cent, and is, 
besides, somewhat richer in curd, the ingredient which 
corresponds to the gluten of plants. Beer, therefore, 
is food as well as drink. A little beef eaten with it 
makes up the deficiency in gluten, as compared with 
milk ; so that beef, beer, and bread — our character- 
istic English diet — are most philosophically put to- 
gether, at once to strengthen, to sustain, and to 
stimulate the bodily powers. 

Secondy The bitter narcotic principle of the hop. — 
By this, not less than by its nutritive quality, beer is 
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distinguished from wina Of this ingredient and its 
effects I shall treat in a subsequent chapter.* 

2®. Chica, or Maize Beer. — The use of malt 
beer in Germany, and probably also in England, is 
very ancient ; but that of chica or maize beer in South 
America appears to be equally remote. It was a com- 
mon drink of the Indians long before the Spanish 
conquest 

The usual way of preparing chica is to water or 
moisten Indian com, as the English maltster does his 
barley — to leave it till it sprouts sufficiently, and then 
to dry it in the sun. It is now maize malt This malt 
is crashed, mashed in warm water, and then allowed to 
stand till fermentation takes place. The liquor is of 
a dark yellow colour, and has an agreeable, slightly 
bitter, acid taste.-f" It is in universal demand through- 
out the west coast of South America, and is consumed 
in vast quantities by the mountain Indians. Scarcely 
a single hut in the interior is without its jar of the 
favourite liquor. 

In the valleys of the Sierra, however, the most 
highly-prized chica is made in a somewhat different 
manner. “ All the members of the family, including 
such strangers as choose to assist in the operation, 
seat themselves on the floor in a circle, in the centre 
of which is a large calabash, surrounded by a heap of 
dried maize (malt). Each person takes up a handful 
of the grain and thoroughly chews it. This is de- 


♦ See The Narcotics we indulge in. 
t Von Tohudi, Travels in Peru , p. 151, 
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ported in tlie calabash, and anoth^ handful is im- 
mediately subjected to the same process, the jaws of 
the company being kept continually busy until the 
whole heap of com is reduced to a mass of pulp. 
This, with some minor ingredients, is mashed in hot 
water, and the liquid poured into jars, where it is left 
to ferment. In a short time it is ready for use. 
Occasionally, however, the jars are buried in the 
ground, and allowed to remain there until the liquor 
acquires, from age, a considerable strength, and power- 
fully intoxicating qualities. 

Chica thus prepared is called chica mascada, or 
chewed chica, and is considered far superior to that 
prepared from maize crushed in the usual manner. 
The Serrano believes he cannot offer his guest a 
greater luxury than a draught of old chica mascada, 
the ingredients of which have been ground between 
his own teeth.* 

Disgusting as this process of manufacture appears 
to the European, it is nevertheless founded in reason, 
and presents a sort of instinctive or experience-bom 
application of a beautiful chemico-physiological prin- 
ciple. 

We have seen that grain is malted in order that 
diastase may be produced, and that it is then bruised 
and digested in warm water, in order that this diastase 
may convert the starch into sugar. But the saliva of 
the mouth possesses a similar property of converting 
starch into sugar. Mix starch intimately with saliva, 
* The Leisure Hour, June 1858, p. 872. 
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imid ke^p the mixture moderately warn for a time/ 
ahd 'sttgar will gradually be produced* ^ 

This is what the Indian does in preparing h^ 
chica mascada He chews the grain thoroughly: this 
reduces it to a fine pulp, and at the same time mixes 
it intimately with saliva. When set aside^ this pulp 
sweetens and afterwards ferments. 

The maize he makes his liquor from is a large 
grain. The diastase produced during the malting — 
which is not always well conducted — is often insufficient 
to convert the whole of the starch into sugar, but the 
mixture of saliva aids the diastase, and insures the 
changa It also aids in producing and promoting the 
fermentation which succeeda 

It is very interesting to discover so beautiful a 
chemico-physiological reason for a practice so dis- 
agreeable and apparently so unaccountable. 

Chica is not always made from maize. It is pre- 
pared also from barley, rice, pease, yuccas, pine apples, 
grapes, and even bread — (V oN Tchudi). The name, 
originally restricted to the liquor obtained from maize, 
appears to have been gradually applied to the fer- 
mented drinks of various kinds which are in use 
in different parts of South America. A variety of 
chica mascada is made in some places from the pods 
of the Proaopis algaroha{ which are very sweet, 
mixed with the bitter stalks of the Schinus rnoUe, 
Old women are employed to chew these pods and 
stalks. The chewed pulp is mixed with water, and 
the mixture soon ferments and forms an intoxicating 
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beer.^ Tha additioii of the hitter ingiedi^t in thk 
oaae is interesting^ not only because it resembles our 
own more recent practice of addiz^ hops and other 
bitters to our beer, but because it intimates the exist- 
ence of a remarkable similarity in natural taste among 
tribes of men most remote in situation^ and most 
unlike in understanding and habits. 

3®. Bouza, Muewa, or Millet Beee, is a favourite 
drink of the Grim Tartara They prepare it from 
fermented millet -seed, to which they add certain 
admixtures which render it excessively astringent — 
(OLiPHANTf ). They call it Bouza. 

The Arabians, Abyssinians, and many African tribes, 
give the same name to a fermented drink which they 
usually prepare from teff, the seeds of the Poa Aby8->- 
sinica. They occasionally employ millet-seed, how- 
ever, and even barley, for the purpose. Their bouza 
is described as a sour, thick drink. 

In Sikkim, on the southern slopes of the lower 
Himalaya, millet beer, under the name of murwa, is 
in very general use. It is prepared by moistening the 
millet-seed (Ele'iisine co^^dcana), and allowing it to 
ferment for some days. On a portion of this, con- 
sidered sufficient for the occasion, or for the day’s 
consumption, hot water is then poured. It is usually 
drunk while still warm — is served in bamboo jugs, and 
sucked through a reed. When quite fresh, it tastes 
“ like negus of Cape sherry, rather sour.” It is very 

* Chemical Gazette, 1844, p. 131, note. 

Rasiian Shore* of the Black Sea, p. 277. 
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weak, but in a hot day’s march is described as a very 
grateful beverage — (H ooker).* 

With the chemical peculiarities of these different 
forms of millet beer we are at present unacquainted. 
The specialty in their preparation seems to be, that 
they are fermented in the grain, and not in the wort^ 
as is the case with European beers; and that the 
fermentation is spontaneous, and not produced by 
yeast. Under these circumstances, three chemical 
changes will be proceeding in the moist grain at the 
same time : — 

First, The starch of the grain will be transformed 
into sugar by the agency of the diastase, which is 
formed during the sprouting that ensues after the 
grain is moistened. 

Second, This sugar is partly changed into alcohol 
by the fermentation wliich spontaneously commencea 

Third, A part of the sugar is changed also into 
lactic acid, or the acid of milk, through the action of 
the gluten of the millet, which, during the spontane- 
ous fermentation, possesses the peculiar property of 
producing this change. 

The drink obtained by infusing this altered grain 
in water agrees with our European malt-liquors, 
therefore, in containing nutritive matters derived 
from the starch and gluten of the grain. But it dif- 
fers from them in containing lactic instead of acetic 
acid. The Indian murwa differs from them also in 
being drunk like tea soon after it is infused, and in 
♦ Himalayan Journalt, voL L, pp. 285, 291. 
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containing no bitter addition resembKng our hop. 
The astringency of the bouza of the Grim Tartars 
seems t<> indicate that they use something in prepar- 
ing it besides the fermented millet-seed. 

It is a singular coincidence that the mode of in- 
fusing in hot water and sucking through a tube, 
practised on the Himalayas, is exactly the same as is 
practised in South America in preparing mat6 or 
Paraguay tea. In each of these remote districts the 
beverage prepared is taken hot, and is in universal 
use ; and yet, so far as I am aware, this mode of 
drinking is adopted only in North-Eastern Asia 
and in Southern America. Is there anything more 
than a mere coincidence in this ? 

4®. Quass, or Rye Beer, a favourite Russian drink, 
is a sharp, acid, often muddy liquor, which, in taste 
and appearance, resembles some of the varieties of 
bouza. It is made by mixing rye-flour, and occa- 
sionally barley-flour, with water, and fermenting. It 
may possibly contain lactic acid, but I am not aware 
that its composition has yet been made the subject of 
special chemical inquiry. i 

This is one of the cases in which un-malted grain is 
employed in the manufacture of beer on the conti- 
nent of Europe, 

6®. Koumiss, or Milk Beer. — Milk, as I have ex- 
plained in the preceding chapter, contains a peculiar 
kind of sugar, less sweet than cane sugar, to which 
the name of milk sugar is given. This sugar, when 

2 A 
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dissolved in water, does not fennent upon the addi- 
tion of yeast ; but 'when dissolved in the milk, along 
with the curd and butter, it readily fenuentsji! is trans- 
formed into alcohol and caiboiiic acid, and gives to 
the liquor an intoxicating quality.* This fermenta- 
tion will take place spontaneously, but it is hastened 
by the addition of yeast or of a little already fermented 
milk. The fermented liquid is the koumiss of the 
Tartars. Mare’s milk is richer in sugar than that of 
the cow, and is usually employed for the manufacture 
of milk beer. It is prepared in the following manner : — 
To the new milk, diluted with “a sixth of its bulk 
of water, a quantity of rennet, or, what is better, a 
sour koumiss, is added, and the whole is covered up 
in a warm place for twenty-four hours. It is then 
stirred or churned together till the curd and whey 

* This transformation is effected, throuf^h the agency of the eurd, in 
a way not yet clearly understood. The more change of substance — 
that is, of the sugar into alcohol and carbonic acid, supposing it to be 
produced directly — appears very simple. Thus, c representing car- 
bon, H hydrogen, and o oxygen : — 

^ OHO 

One of milk sugar is . . . s= 24 24 24 

Four of alcohol are . . . = 1(5 24 8 

Eight of carbonic acid, . . . « 8 0 IS 

Sum, . . . . 24 24 24 

So ibat, in one of milk sugar there are exactly the materials to form 
four of alcohol and eight of carbonic acid. But the transformation is 
probably much more indirect and circuitous — the curd changing one 
portion of the sugar into lactic acid, this acid changing tho rest of the 
milk sugar into grape sugar, and then tho altered curd again, in some 
unknown way, causing this grape sugar to ferment and split up into 
alcohol and carbonic acid. The non-chemical reader will understand in 
some degree, from this example, how difficult it is to follow, and dis- 
tinctly make out, the rapid and successive changes which often take place 
m conseuuenoe of the mutual re-actions of different chemical substemoes. 
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are intimately mixed, and is again left at rest for 
twenty-four hours. At the end of this time it is put 
into a tall vessel and agitated till it becomes perfect- 
ly homogeneous. It has now an agreeable sourish 
taste, and, in a cool place, may be preserved for 
several months in close vessels. It is always shaken 
up before it is drunk. This liquor, from the cheese 
and butter it contains, is a nourishing as well as an 
exhilarating drink, and is not followed by the usual 
bad effects of intoxicating liquors. It is even recom- 
mended as a wholesome article of diet in cases of dys-* 
pepsia or of general debility.*' 

By distillation, ardent spirits are obtained from this 
koumiss, and, when carefully made, a pint of the 
liquor will yield half an ounce of spirit. To this milk- 
brandy, when only once distilled, the Kalmucks give 
the name of arraca, and from the residue in the still 
they make a kind of hasty-pudding. 

The Arabians and Turks prepare a fermented 
liquor, or milk beer, similar to the koumiss, which 
the former call leban and the latter yaourt. In the 
Orkney Islands, and in some parts of Ireland and of 
the north of Scotland, buttermilk is sometimes kept 
till it undergoes the vinous fermentation and acquires 
intoxicating qualities. 

This milk beer has never, I believe, been chemi- 
cally investigated ; but we know, first, That it agrees 
with the malt beers in containing a considerable pro- 
portion of nutritive matter. The butter and cheese 
of the milk remain as nutritious ingredients of the 



310 THE tlQUOHS WE FSBBCEHT. 

beer, Secondf That it differs from the malt beers in 
containing more acid, and in owing its sourness not to 
acetic acid but to the peculiar acid of milk, the lactic 
acid. In both these respects it agrees remarkably 
with millet beer. We shall see in the next chapter 
that, in the kind of acid it contains, milk beer agrees 
also with cider. 

6'’. Ava, Cava, or Arva. — Similar to chica in the 
mode of preparation is the ava or cava of the South 
Sea Islands, This liquor is in use over a very wide 
area of the Pacific Ocean, and among the inhabitants 
of very remote islands. In Tahiti, the use of it is said 
to have swept off many of the inhabitants. In the 
Sandwich Islands it was some years ago forbidden — 
(Simpson). In the Samoan group it is the only in- 
toxicating liquor known, and old and young, male 
and female, are very fond of it — (W ILKES). In the 
Tonga Islands it is prepared and drunk on every fes- 
tive occasion — (Mariner). And in the Feejee Islands, 
the preparation of the morning drink of this liquor 
for the king is one of the most solemn and important 
duties of his courtly attendants — (Wilkes). 

The name of ava is given to the root of the intoxi- 
cating long-pepper {Macropiper metkysticum), fig. 
49, which is chewed, either in the fresh or in the 
dried state, as the Indian chews his maize.* The 
pulp is then mixed with cold water, which after a brief 

* Fig. 49 represeata the leaf and a section of the root of the ava 
pepper. I have been unable to procure a figure of the entire fresh 
root and plant. 




Maeropiper methysticum — ^Tlie Ava Pepper shmb. 
Scale, 1 inch to 3 feet. 

Leaf, 1 inch to 2 inches. Outline of leaf, natural size. 


Part of stem and root, showing section, natural size. 


for use. The taste, to one unaccustomed to it, is not 
pleasant. It reminded Captain Wilkes of the taste of 
rhubarb and magnesia I According to the white per- 
sons who have tried it, this infusion does not intoxi- 
cate in the same manner as ardent spirits. It more 
resembles opium in some of its effects, producing a 
kind of temporary paralysis, tremors, indistinctness, 
and distortion of vision, and a confused feeling about 
the head. 


The presence of a narcotic ingredient in the root of 
this plant is very probable. Its leaf is used veiy 
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largely for chewing with the well-known betel-nut,* 
and is believed to have a share in producing the pleas- 
ing state of mild excitement in which the betel-chewer 
delights. The extraction of this narcotic substance, 
during the process of mastication and straining, ac- 
counts for the intoxicating property acquired by the 
liquor, before ordinary fermentation and the produc- 
tion of common alcohol has had time to begin. Still, 
that the saliva produces a chemical change in the in- 
gredients of the root, upon which change their intoxi- 
cating quality in some measure depends, is in itself 
very probable, from what we know of the general 
properties of saliva. And the probability of such 
a change becomes greater, when it is considered that 
the intoxicating qualities of the leaf only become sen- 
sible to the betel-chewer as the roll he chews becomes 
softened in his mouth, and saturated with saliva. 

In the Tonga Islands, the ava root, when dry, is 
split up into small pieces with an axe or other sharp 
instrument, is scraped clean, and is then handed to 
the attendants to be chewed. No one offers to chew 
it but young persons who have *good teeth, clean 
mouths, and have no colds. The women often assist — 
(Mariner). But as the most curious passage I have 
met with in connection with the preparation and use 
of this liquor, I quote the following from Captain 
Wilkes 

The ceremony attending the ava-drinking of the 
king at Somu-somu, one of the Feejee islands, is 
♦ See The Narcotics we induixie in. 
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peculiar. Early in the morning, the first thing heard 
is the king's herald, or orator, crying out in front of 
his house, ‘Yango-na ei ava,' somewhat like the 
muezzin in Turkey, though not from the house-top. 
To this the people answer, from all parts of the koro, 
^Mama^ (prepare ava). * The principal men and 
chiefs immediately assemble together from all quar- 
ters, bringing their ava bowl and ava root to the 
mbure, where they seat themselves to talanoa, or 
converse on the affairs of the day, while the younger 
proceed to prepare the ava. Those who prepare the 
ava are required to have clean and undecayed teeth, 
and are not allowed to swallow any of the juice, on 
pain of punishment. As soon as the ava root is 
chewed, it is thrown into the ava bowl, where water 
is poured upon it with great formality. The king's 
herald, with a peculiar drawling whine, then cries, 
‘ Sevu-rui-a-na ' (make the offering). After this a 
considerable time is spent in straining the ava through 
cocoa-nut husks ; and when this is done, the herald 
repeats, with still more ceremony, his command, 
‘ Sevu-rui-a-na.' , When he has chanted it several 
times, the other chiefs join him, and they all sing, 
‘ Mana endina sendina le.’ A person is then com- 
manded to get up and take the king his ava, after 
which the singing again goes on. The orator then 
invokes their principal god, Tava-Sava, and they re- 
peat the names of their departed friends, asking them 
to watch over and be gracious to them. They then 
pray for rain, for the life of the king, the arrival of 
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wangaxa papalangi (foreign ships), that they may have 
riches, and live to enjoy them. This prayer is fol- 
lowed by a most earnest response, ‘Mana endina' 
(amen, amen). They then repeat several times 
‘Mana endina sendina le.' Every time this is re- 
peated, they raise their voices until they reach the 
highest pitch, and conclude with ‘O-ya-ye,^ which 
they utter in a tone resembling a horrid scream. 
This screech goes the rounds, being repeated by all 
the people of the koro, until it reaches its farthest 
limits, and, when it ceases, the king drinks his ava. 
All the chiefs clap their hands with great regularity 
while he is drinking; and after he has finished his ava, 
the chiefs drink theirs without any more ceremony. 
The business of the day is then begun. The people 
never do anything in the morning before the king 
has drunk his ava. Even a foreigner will not venture 
to work or make a noise before that ceremony is over, 
or during the preparation of it, if he wishes to be on 
good terms with the king and people.'' * 

It will strike the reader as a singular circum- 
stance, that this mode of preparing fermenting 
drinks — the ava and the chica — by chewing the 
raw materials, should exist in the islands of the 
Pacific, and amid the sierras of South America, and 
there only. The materials employed in the two 
regions are very different, and the chemical changes 
produced by the chewing in the two cases very dif- 
ferent also, though the apparent result, in the pro- 
* Wilkes’ United SioAei Exploring Expedition, voL iL p. 97. 
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duction of an intoxicating liquor, is the same. Where 
did the custom originate ? Is its origin continental 
or insular? Is it in any way connected with the 
eastward migrations, which the unknown past has 
doubtless witnessed, towards the Pacific shores of the 
American continent ? Where analogies of tongue 
and features fail, may not the occurrence of strange 
customs point to old national relations which now no 
longer subsist ? 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE LIQUORS WE FERMENT. 

THE WIHES. 


The wines. — Apple and pear wines. — Cider and perry. — Differences in 
quality. — V arietiea of cider apple. — Comiwsition of cider ; tendency 
to sour. — Grape wines. — Rapid fcrniontation of grape juice. — Cir- 
cumstances influence the qujility of wine. — Composition of wine. — 
Proportion of alcohol in different wines ; proportion of sugar. — 
Tartaric aci<i the peculiar acid of grape wine. — Proportions of acid 
in different wines. — CKnanthic ether giros the vinous flavour to 
wines. — Peculiar odoriferous principles which impart to each wine 
its own flavour or bouquet. — Consumption of wine in the United 
Kingdom. — Palm wine or toddy. — Uow extracted from the cocoa-nut 
tree, and from the date troo. — Extensive use of palm wine. — Sugar- 
cane wine, or guarajK). — Pulque, or agave wine. 


II. The Wines. — Wines are distinguished from 
beers chiefly by three characters : Firsts They con- 
tain little of that solid nutritious matter which en- 
ables our home-brewed beer to feed the body as well 
as quench the thirst and exhilarate the spirits. Second, 
They are free from any bitter or narcotic ingredient, 
such as the hops we add so largely to many of our 
English ales. Third, They are all fermented, without 
the addition of yeast, by a spontaneous fermentation; 
and in consequence they contain other acids besides 
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the acetic acid, or vinegar, to which sour beer owes 
its acidity. 

Apple and Pear Wines. — Cider and peny are 
well-known fermented drinks. The former especially 
is largely prepared and consumed in England, France, 
and North America. 

The expressed juices of the apple and the pear con- 
tain grape sugar already formed. When left to them- 
selves they soon begin to ferment, without the addition 
of yeast ; and during this fermentation, the sugar is 
converted into alcohol in the way already described. 

Cider differs in flavour, in acidity, in strength, 
and consequently in quality, with many circumstances. 
The kinds of apples which are grown and used for the 
purpose, the degree of ripeness they are allowed to 
attain before they are gathered, the time given them 
to mellow or ferment before they are crushed, the 
skill with which the several varieties are mixed before 
they are put into the mill, the nature of the climate, 
the character of the season, the quality of the soil, 
the mode in which the trees are managed — all these 
circumstances materially affect the quality of the 
expressed juice as it flows from the crushing-mill; 
and then the after-treatment of the juice may intro- 
duce a hundred new shades of difference among the 
several ripe ciders produced from the same juice. 

In Normandy, not less than five thousand differ- 
ently-named varieties of the acid or bitter apple are 
known, and grown for the manufacture of cider ! 
Some of these varieties are distinguished by as many 
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as eighteen different names in different parts of the 
ooimtiy. In that province also it is remarked, that 
the cider produced upon chalk soils, from the same 
varieties of apple, differs in flavour from that of sandy 
districts, and both from that of clay soils ; so that the 
flavour of the soil (goiit de terrain) is in Normandy 
a familiar expression in reference to the qualities of 
this fermented drink * 

Amid these differences in quality, however, there 
are certain general chemical characters in which all 
ciders agree. They contain little extractive or solid 
nutritious matter. No bitter or narcotic ingredient 
has been added to them. They contain, on an aver- 
age, about nine per cent of alcohol — thus resembling in 
strength the common hock, the weaker champagnes, 
and our stronger English ales. They are also chemi- 
cally distinguished from malt liquors by containing 
lactic instead of acetic acid. In this latter respect 
they agree with the spontaneously-fermented bouza, 
or murwa beer of Abyssinia and the Himalayas, and 
with the milk beer of the Tartarian steppes. 

Cider is further distinguished by the great facility 
with which it becomes sour, or runs to acid. Hence 
the frequency of hard cider, the difficulty of trans- 
porting it unchanged from place to place, and the 
frequent disappointments which attend the efforts to 
keep it sound for any length of time. 

2®. Grape Wink — The name of wine is usually 
given among us, by way of eminence, to the fermented 

* See the author^e N'otes on North America^ vol. i. p. 170. 
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juice of ilie grape. This juice, like that of the apple, 
contains grape sugar ready formed ; and, like the 
juices of the apple, the pear, the gooseberry, and most 
other fruits, it enters easily and speedily into spon- 
taneous fermentation. Within half an hour, in 
ordinary summer weather, the clearest juice of the 
grape begins to appear cloudy, to thicken, and to 
give off bubbles of gas. Fermentation has already 
commenced ; and within three hours a distinct yellow 
layer of yeast has collected on the surface, and a 
sensible quantity of alcohol has been formed in the 
body of the liquid. It is still a mystery in what way 
the germ, seed, or sporule of the yeast plant obtains 
admission into the liquid juice, and in such quantity 
as to give rise to an almost instantaneous fermentation. 

Grape wine differs in composition and quality with 
a thousand circumstances. The climate of the country, 
the nature of the season, the soil of the locality, the 
variety of grape, the mode of culture, the time of 
gathering, the way in which the fruit when gathered 
is treated and expressed, the mode of fermenting the 
juice or must, the attention bestowed upon the young 
wine, the manner in which it is treated and preserved, 
the temperature at which it is kept, the length of 
time it is preserved, — upon these, and numerous other 
conditions, the composition and quality of wine are 
dependant. All grape wines, however, contain — 
a. A notable proportion of alcohol, or pure spirit 
of wine. This proportion is different in different kinds 
of wine, and varies considerably also in wines of the 
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sam^ldiid. Thus tbe proporti<M3i of abscdute idcofaol, 
maafiitre^ in our best-known wines is as follows 


Port, 

In 100 
measures. 

. 21 to 28 

Rhenish, 

In loo 
measure*. 
. 8 to 18 

Sh«rry, 

. 15 ,.25 

Moselle, 

. 8» 9 

Madeira, 

. 18.., 22 

Malmsey, 

. 16 

Marsala, 

. 14„21 

Tokay, 

. 9 

Claret, 

. 9 „ 15 

Chaini>agne, 

. 6 

Burgundy, . 

. 7 „ 13 




The wines we commonly drink in this country are, 
therefore, two or three times stronger in spirit than 
those of France or Germany. 

6. A more or less sensible quantity of grape sugar, 
which has escaped the decomposing action of the 
fermentation. This gives to wines their sweet taste 
and fruity character. Wines are called dry when 
they contain little sugar. The order of sweetness in 
certain wines, as they are brought to the English 
market, is as follows, (Jones) : — 

Claret, Burgundy, Rhine, and Moselle wines con* 
tain no sensible quantity of sugar. 


Sherry 

contains 

4 to 20 grains in the ounce. 

Madeira 

It 

6 „ 20 „ 


Champagne 

,, 

6 ,,28 „ 

»* 

Port 


16 „ 34 „ 

if 

Malmsey 

,, 

56 „ 66 „ 

if 

Tokay 


74 

it 

Samos 

»y 

88 „ 

if 

Paxarette 

if 

94 „ 

fi 


The four last-named are called sweet wines, and 
the extreme fruitiness of some port wines is indicated 
by the large proportion of sugar which this variety 
of wine sometimes contains. Sugar is added to the 
juice of the champagne grape by the grower. This 
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is necessary^ not oxily to give it body, but to keep it 
sparkling, end to prevent its becoming sour. And it 
is remarkable that the selection of the kind of sugar 
which is added has great influence upon the flavour 
of the wine. If doubly-refined cane and beet sugars 
be added respectively to the same champagne, the 
one will give the liquor the aroma and pleasant flavour 
of the cane-juice, the other the disagreeable gout of 
the beet-root. In the wine, the senses of taste and 
smell readily discover traces of impurity derived from 
the sugar, which neither eye, nose, nor mouth can 
detect in the purified sugar itself. 

c. A variable proportion of free acid, which im- 
parts to them a more or less distinctly sour tasta We 
have seen that neither malt, beer, nor cider are ever 
quite free from acid, and the same is the case with 
wine. Only the grape wine is made sour by tartaric 
acid.* Thus — 

Acetic acid (vinegar), is the acid of malt heer. 

Lactic acid is the acid of millet beer, milk beer, and cider. 
Tartaric acid is the acid of grape wine. 

In all the three liquors, acetic acid is present in 
greater or less quantity, as this is always produced 
when the fermentation of alcoholic liquors is allowed 
to proceed too far. But lactic acid is found neither 
in malt, beer, nor in grape wine, in sensible quantity; 
nor is tartaric acid found in beer or cider. These acids, 

* Tartaric acid is the acid which gives its sourness to cream-of- 
tartar, and which we use along with soda in making artificial seidlitz 
powders. It is so named, because it is extracted from the tartar or 
crust which deposits itself, on the sides of wine-oasks or bottles, by 
long standing. 
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therefore, characterise the ^liquors in which they ea- 
poqially exists and establish a marked chemical dia- 
tinction among the three classes of fermented drinlm 
to which they severally belong. 

WineiB made from unripe grapes sometimes contain ’ 
another peculiar acid which resembles the acid of 
lemons (citric acid), but this acid disappears firom the 
fruit as it ripens. 

Tartaric acid exists in the juice of the grape in 
combination with potash, forming what is called bi-ta^* 
trate of potash, or cream-of-tartar — a substance which 
has a well-known sour taste. When the fermented 
juice is left at rest, this bi-tartrate gradually separates 
from the liquor, and deposits itself as a crust or tartar 
on the sides of the casks and bottles. Hence by 
long keeping good wines become less acid, and every 
year added to their age increases, in proportion, their 
marketable value. 

In regard to acidity, our common wines arrange 
themselves in the following order ; — 

Sherry is the least acid. 

Port comes next. 

Chamimgno „ 

Claret ,, 

Madeira ,, 

Burgundy „ 

Bhine wines „ 

Moselle is most acid. 

d. A minute proportion of an ethereal substance 
to which the name of cenanthic ether is given, and 
to which grape wines owe the agreeable vinous 
odour which characterises them alL When obtained 
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in a separate state this ether is a very fluid liquid, of 
a sharp, disagreeable taste, but having an odour of 
wine BO excessively powerful as to be almost intoxi- 
cating* It does not exist in the juice of the grape, 
but is produced during the fermentation. It ie^ems 
also to increase in quantity by keeping, as the odour 
of old wines is stronger than that of new wines. So 
powerful is the odour of this substance, however, that 
few wines contain more than one-forty-thousandth 
part of their bulk of it ! Yet it is always present, 
can always be recognised by its smell, and is one of 
the general characteristics of all grape wines. 

e. Besides the general vinous flavour derived from 
this oenanthic ether, all wines contain one or more 
odoriferous, more or less fragrant, substances, to which 
the peculiar bouquet or scent of each is due. As 
these give the special character to the wine, they are 
more or less different in each variety. They are 
present, even in more minute quantity than the cenan- 
thic ether, and their chemical nature is as yet very 
little understood. 

Grape wine is the principal fermented drink of the 
southern European nations. The consumption in the 
United Kingdom in 1853 amounted to upwards of 
seven millions of gallons (7,197,572). This is chiefly 
consumed by the upper classes. In England, beer is 
the poor man's substitute ; while in Scotland and 
Ireland, whisky, more or less diluted with water, 
takes its place. 


2b 
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3° Palm Wine, or Toddy. — The sap of many palm* 
trees is rich in sugar. In some countries this sugar 
Fig. 50 . is extracted by boil- 



ing down the col- 
lected juice, as cane 
sugar is extracted 
from the expressed 
juice of the sugar 
cane {see p. 266). 
In other countries 
the juice is allowed 



to ferment, which it 
does spontaneously, 
and in hot climates 
within a very short 
period of time. This 
fermentation con- 
verts the sugar in- 


to alcohol, and the 



juice which contains 
it into an intoxicat- 
ing liquor. 

In the islands of 
the Indian Archi- 
pelago, the Moluc- 
cas, and the Philip- 
pines, an intoxicat- 


ing liquor is prepared in this way from the sap of the 
gommuti palm, SagueTUS scLccharifcT. It is called 
neva in Sumatra, and the Batavian arrack is distilled 
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from it. The cocoa palm, Cocos nucifera (fig. 50), 
produces the palm wine, known in India and the 
Pacific by the name of toddy. The mode of collect- 
ing it in the islands of the Pacific is thus described 
by Captain Wilkes : — 

“ The karaca or toddy is procured from the spathe 
of the cocoa-nut tree, which is usually about four feet 
long and two inches in diameter. From this spathe 
the flower and fruit are produced; but in order to 
procure their favourite toddy, it is necessary to prevent 
nature from taking her course in bringing forth the 
fruit. With this view they bind up the spathe tightly 
with sennit, then cut off the end of the spathe and 
hang a cocoa-nut shell to catch the sap as it exudea 
One tree will yield from two to six pints of karaca. 
When first obtained from the tree it is like the milk 
of the young cocoa^^nut, and quite limpid, but after it 
stands for a few hours it ferments and becomes acid. 
When the sap ceases to drop, another piece is cut off 
the spathe, and every time the flow ceases the same 
process is repeated until the spathe is entirely gone. 
Another spathe is formed soon after, above this, which 
is suffered to grow, and when large enough is treated 
in the same manner.^ 

This method of cutting the spathe, or flowering 
head, is a very common one for procuring the sweet 
sap of the palm trees. In some countries, however, 
it is obtained, like that of the sugar maple and the 
manna ash, by simply making an incision near the 

* United Stated Exploring Expedition, vol. ii. p. 220. 
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top of the tree. This custom prevails in the interior 


Fig. 51. 



of Africa, and in the Indian 
province of Bahar, where 
the abundant date-palm 
(fig. 61 ) is yearly bled for 
the favourite toddy. Dr 
Hooker thus describes a 
grove of date palms in which 
he encamped on the banks 
of the Soane river in that 
province : — 

“ All were curiously dis- 
torted, the trunks growing 
zigzag, from the practice of 
yearly tapping the alternate 
sides for toddy. The inci- 
sion is made just below the 
crown, and slopes upwards 
and inwards. A vessel is 
hung below the wound, and 
the juice conducted into it 
by a little piece of bamboa 
This operation spoils the 
fruit, which, though eaten, 
is smaller and much infe- 
rior to the African date.”* 
In India, generally, it is 
the fan palm (Boraaaua) 
which is chiefly bled for toddy. But in Bahar the 

* Himalayan Jonrnaltf vol. i. p. 85. 




Fruit, 1 inch to 2 inches. 
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date tree is preferred, because its sap more readily 
ferments. In the fertile oases which are sprinkled over 
the desert Sahara of Northern Africa, where date-tree 
forests cover the soil, and form the chief food and 
wealth of the inhabitants, this variety of palm is 
constantly tapped in the flowering season by the 
Arab and other Mahommedan tribes. They call the 
sap lagmiy and from two to three pints are yielded 
by each tree in a single night. But wine of the best 
quality is said to be yielded by the oil palms {Cocos 
butyracea and Elais guinecTisis) which grow on the 
west African coast ; while for abundant yield few 
excel the Caryota urenSy the most beautiful of Indian 
palms, which will often yield a hundred pints of 
toddy in the twenty-four hours ! — (Roxburgh.) 

In the oasis of Tozar, a dependency of Tunis, the 
date wine is to be found in every house, and reeling 
Arabs are frequently to be seen in the streets of its 
principal towns. They are strict Mahommedans ; but 
they justify their apparent disobedience to the Pro- 
phet by saying, “ Lagmi is not wine, and the Prophet^s 
prohibition refers to wine.^"** 

The juice of the palm tree varies in quality with 
the species of palm, and with the locality in which it 
is grown. No chemical examination of it has yet, I 
believe, been published. As it flows from the tree 
it is sweet, and void of intoxicating properties ; but 
when allowed to stand for a short time it usually fer- 
ments, and becomes first intoxicating, and afterwards 
* Mvening$ in my Tent, By the Rev, Wiluau Davis. 



328 


THE I.IQUORS WE FEBMEKT, 


acid. Upon the tendency to ferment, the place of 
growth appears to have an influence. This is shown 
by the circumstance, that while the juice of the fan 
palm produces the usual toddy of India, that of the 
date tree is preferred to it among the hills of Bahar, 
because there the sap of the fan palm does not readily 
ferment — (Hooker). 

The date juice, in the Sahara, when drunk imme- 
diately, tastes like genuine rich milk ; but when 
allowed to stand for a night, or at most for twenty- 
four hours, it ferments, and, except that it continues 
whitish, it acquires the sparkling quality and flavour 
of champagne. This quality no doubt differs with the 
kind of tree, and with the place of growth. By dis- 
tillation the fermented juice yields a strong brandy, 
which is almost everywhere extracted from it in Africa, 
as well as in Asia. At Monghyr, on the banks of the 
Ganges — which is celebrated not only for its iron 
manufactures but for its drunkenness — Dr Hooker 
observes that the abundance of toddy palms was quite 
remarkable. 

In Chili, on the American coast, wine is made from 
a species of palm ; in India, and other parts of Asia, 
palm wine is extensively consumed ; while in Africa 
it is almost the only fermented liquor in very general 
use. Though we know so little of it in Europe, there- 
fore, the wine of the palm tree is drunk as an ex- 
hilarating liquor by a larger number of the human 
race than the wine of the grape. 

4®. Sugar-cane Wine, or Guarapo. — Like the sap 
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of the palm tree, that of the sugar cane ferments 
spontaneously, and produces an intoxicating liquor. 
To this cane -wine the negroes give the name of 
Guarapo, and they hold it in high esteem. It con- 
tains, of course, all the ingredients of the cane juice, 
except those which are changed or naturally disap- 
pear during the fermentation, and those which sub- 
side when it clarifies. I am not aware, however, that 
any special chemical examination of this drink has 
hitherto been made. In the island of Luzon (Philip- 
pines) this liquor is called hast, and is very intoxicating. 

5®. Pulque, Octli, or Agave Wine is the favour- 
ite drink of the lower classes in the central part of the 
table-land of Mexico. It is produced by fermenting 
the sap of the Maguey or American aloe {Agave 
Americana or Mexicana\ which is cultivated in 
plantations for the purpose. This plant is of slow 
growth, but when full grown its leaves attain a height 
of five to eight feet, and even more. It flowers on an 
average only once in ten years, and, as in the case 
of palm wine, it is from the flower-stalk that the 
juic9 is extracted. In the plantations, the Indian 
watehes each plant as the time of its flowering ap- 
proaches, and just when the central shoot or flower- 
stem is about to appear, he makes a deep cut, and 
scoops out the whole heart {el corazon) or middle 
part of the stem, leaving nothing but the outside rind. 
This forms a natural basin or well, about two feet in 
deptl and one and a half in width. Into this well 
the sap, which was intended to feed the shoot, flows 
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80 rapidly that it is necessary to remove it twice, and 
sometimes three times a-day. To make this more 
63)1^9 the leaves on one side axe cut away and the 
central basin laid open, as is seen in fig. 52 . 



Agave Anvrricana — The American Aloe. 

As prcjiarod for producing pulque, and a distant fiowering-plant. 

Scale, I inch to 0 feet. 

The sap as it flows has a very sweet taste, and 
none of that disagreeable smell which it afterwards 
acquires. It is called aguamiel or honey- water. It 
ferments spontaneously, and a small quantity of 
old fermented juice speedily induces fermentation in 
that which is newly drawn, as sour leaven does in 
new dough. It is usual, therefore, to set aside a por- 
tion of sap, to ferment separately for ten or fi^en 
days, and to add a small quantity of this to each vessel 
of fresh juice. Fermentation is excited immediately, 
and in twenty-four hours it becomes pulque the 
very best state for drinking. A good maguey jrields 
from eight to fifteen pints a-day, and this 


contizines during two and ofiben three months — 
(Wakd).* 

The chemical changes which take place during the 
fermentation of this juice are the more interesting as 
they are in some respects peculiar. 

Firsts Alcohol is produced as in other fermented 
liquors. This is shown by the slightly-intoxicating qua- 
lities of the drink, and by its yielding, when distilled, 
an ardent spirit To this brandy the name of mexical 
is given, or of aguardiente de maguey. The average 
proportion of alcohol in the pulque is not stated. 

Second^ An acid is formed also — the pulque, as 
a drink, being described as resembling cider. But 
what is the nature of the acid has not been deter- 
mined. But, 

Thirds The most remarkable result of the fermen- 
tation is, that the nearly smell-less juice acquires a 
fetid and disagreeable odour of tainted meat. This 
makes the liquor be looked upon at first with disgust, 
especially by Europeans. It is so cool, agreeable, and 
refreshing, however, that this first disgust being over- 
come, the pulque is preferred, even by Europeans, 
to every other liquid. 

The nature of this evil-smelling ingredient, and the 
chemical changes by which it is produced, have not 
been investigated. It is probably similar in kind 
to that which gives the bad smell to putrid fish 
(TTimethylamvrte),'f Substances of this kind are 

* Mexico in 1827, vol. i. p. 57. 

f See in a subsequent chapter The Smells we dibuks. 
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som^dmes produced in the Eviugplmt The Bladder* 
headed Sauasorea, for example, which grows in the 
Himalayai^ emits as it grows the smell of pwiijd 
meat; and the Stapdicu are called carrion-flowers, be* 
cause of the disagreeable putrid odours they exhale^ 
The natives of Mexico ascribe many good qualities 
to their national drink. It is an excellent stomachic^ 
promotes digestion, induces sleep, and is esteemed as a 
remedy in many diseases. It is chiefly in the neigh- 
bourhood of large towns, like Puebla and Mexico, 
that the maguey plantations exist. The pulque so 
soon passes that state of fermentation at which it is 
most pleasant to drink, that the manufacture only 
pays where a speedy sale is certain. The brandy or 
aguardiente, which is not liable to this inconvenience, 
is laigely manufactured, and more widely consumed 
than the pulque itself. 
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THE LIQU0E8 WE FERMENT. 

THE BRAKDIES. 

Th6 brandleSi or ardont spirits. — Methods of distillatioii.^'-Absolute 
alcohol. — Strength of different Tarieties of spirits. — Peculiarities in 
the preparatory processes of the distiller. — Use of raw grain mixed 
with malt ; profit of this. — Average produce of proof spirits. — Peculiar 
flavours of cognac, rum, &c.— Consumption of home-made ardent 
spirits in the three kingdoms.— Quantity of malt used in brewing.— 
Spirits consumed in the form of beer.- Comparative sobriety of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland. — Consumption of foreign liquors. — 
leged greater intemperance of Scotland and Ireland : how this im- 
pression has been produced.- Influence of the nutritive matter, and 
of the hops contained in beer. — ^Influence of gei^ral food and tem- 
perament. — Ardent spirits serve the same purpose as the starch and 
fat of our food, and retard the waste of the body. — Wine, ** the milk 
of the aged.” — Substances employed to give a fictitious strength to 
fermented liquors. 

III. The Brandies, or Ardent Spirits.— When 
fermented liquors, such as those above described, are 
put into an open vessel and heated over a fire till 
they begin to boil, the alcohol they contain rises in 
the fonn_ of vapour, along with a little steam, and 
escapes into the air. If this boiling be performed 
in a dose vessel, from which the vapours as they 
rise are conducted by a pipe into a cooled receiver, 
they condense again into a, liquid state. This is the 
process called distillation, and the vessel in which it 
is carried on is called a still. 
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Thb distillatiok,— a retort connected with 
a receiver, over which a eiream of cold water te 
kept flowing (fig* 53), represents the simplest form 



of such a still; but many more complicated forms 
of apparatus have been contrived, for the purpose 
of conducting the process with economy and effi- 
ciency. The following illustration (fig 54*) represents a 



m 

Ibm ^ stilly of oomiiioii use in our lidboiatories, for 
dis^llaug water* The kettle A, wbidi coutdus the 
water, is ooyered by the movable dome from which 
the pipe b c conducts the vapour into the receiver 
which is surrounded with cold water. Thence the 
condensed liquid descends through a continuation of 
the tube, bent spirally, called the worm, by which it is 
exposed to the prolonged action of the cold water, till 
at length it flows quite cool into the bottle placed to 
receive it. Into the worm-tub a stream of cold water 
constantly enters by the pipe jop, while a similar stream 
of warm water as constantly escapes by the pipe q. 

Arranirements somewhat different are made in the 
large distilleries, chiefly with the view of economising 
time and fueL The following (flg. 55) represents a com- 


Fig. 55. 



mon form of apparatus, where the process of spirit-dis- 
tillation is conducted on a large scale. The principal 
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peculiarities in this are— ^/Irst^The broad flat bottom of 
the pot or still A, by which the effect of the heat is 
more quickly and fully obtained ; and, second^ The 
adoption of two worms, B and c, in different vessels. 
In the first of these vessels cold wort is put, which is 
heated by the vapours as the distillation proceeds, and 
when hot is run at once by the stopcock s into the 
still. The second vessel contains cold w’ateras before, 
and as this water heats it is run off, and is employed 
in mashing the grain. Thus heat is economised in 
various ways. 

The spirit which passes off and condenses in the 
worm is more or less mixed with water, but by means 
of successive distillations— or rectifications^ as they 
are called — it may be obtained quite free from water. 
It is then what chemists call absolute alcohoL This 
pure or absolute alcohol has a peculiar penetrating 
smell ; a hot, fiery, and burning taste ; is about one- 
fifth part lighter than water;* bums readily, but 
with a pale flame when kindled in the air, and is 
intoxicating in a high degree. It is used only for 
chemical purposes. The spirit-of-wine, or common 
alcohol of the shops, which we bum in our lamps, and 
employ for other familiar uses, is already diluted with 
a considerable proportion of water. 

In the brandies, or varieties of ardent spirits which 
we consume as exhilarating drinks, the alcohol is still 
further diluted with water. 

* A TeMel which will hold 1000 grains of water will hold only 702 of 
abeohite alcohol. Its specific gravity is therefore said to be 70% that 
of water being 1000 — or 0.792, that of water being 1. 
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l^us the proportions of alcohol per cent, in some of 
the common varieties of commercial spirits, are as 
follows (at 62® Fahr.) 

XhCOBOL, 

By weight. By meanm. 


Britisb proofHipirit oontams • 50 57 

Commercial Cognac, . . 50 to 54 

Rum, ... 72 to 77 

Geneva, . . 50 

Whiaky. . , 69 


So that, on an average, we may say that the ardent 
spirits we consume contain only half their weight, or 
three-fifths of their bulk of absolute alcohol. They 
are about twice as strong as our port, sherry, and 
Madeira wines. 

Every different fermented liquor, when distilled, 
yields an ardent spirit which has a flavour, and is 
generally distinguished by a name of its own. Thus 
wine yields what we call brandy or cognac ; fer- 
mented molasses yields rum ; Indian com, potatoes, 
and rye, yield liquors which are distinguished as com, 
rye, and potato brandies ; while malt liquors give our 
Scotch and Irish wbiskiea If juniper berries be 
added previous to distillation, as is usually done in 
Holland, a flavour is imparted to the spirit which is 
characteristic of gin or Hollands ; and if the malt be 
dried over a peat fire, the smell and taste of the peat 
(the peat-reek) accompany the spirit prepared from 
it ; and these, in the estimation of the initiated, impart 
a peculiar value to peat-reek whisky. 

2®. The distillers' processes. — ^But though malt 
and other liquors, fermented in the usual way — ^indeed, 
in almost any way — will yield brandy by distillation. 
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yet the distiller by profession conducts his fermenting 
operations in a somewhat different way from the brewer, 
whose ol^ect is merely the production of beer. Thus — 

First, We have seen that, in fermenting the wort 
for the manufacture of beer, a large proportion of the 
sugar is left in the liquor unchanged. The fermen- 
tation is stopped before this sugar is transformed into 
alcohol, in order that the beer may be pleasant to 
drink, and that it may keep in the cask without 
turning sour. But the distiller’s object is to obtain 
the largest possible quantity of spirit from his grain ; 
he therefore prolongs the fermentation until the 
whole of the sugar is transformed, as nearly as pos- 
sible, into alcohol and carbonic acid. To leave any of it 
unchanged would not only involve a loss of spirit, but, 
during the subsequent distillation, might injure the 
flavour and general quality of the spirit he obtained. 
The securing of this point, therefore, requires on his 
part an attention to minute circumstances, different a ' 
little in kind, but not less nice and delicate than those 
which determine the success of the brewer’s operations. 

Again, the most agreeable and generally esteemed 
grain-spirit is obtained when malted barley only is 
employed in the manufacture. This yields in Scot- 
land and Ireland the best malt whisky. The profit 
of the distiller, however, is often promoted by mix- 
ing with the malt a greater or less proportion of un- 
malted grain, or even of potato starch. To the 
reason of this 1 have already briefly alluded (p. 296), 
but it is worthy of a fuller explanation. 

We have seen that it is the diastase, produced 
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during the germination of the barley, wl^jph subse- 
quently transforms the starch of the grain into sugar. 
This diastase is capable of so transforming nearly a 
thousand times its own weight of starch ; but good 
malt contains only a hundred of starch to one of 
diastase. The latter ingredient, therefore, will trans- 
form into sugar ten times as much starch as it is 
associated with in the best malt. Hence a large 
quantity of starch, either in the form of crushed 
unmalted grain, or of potato starch, may be mixed 
even with ordinary malt in the mash-tub, with the 
certainty that the diastase of the malt will transform 
it all into sugar. 

This is what the distiller does in making grain 
whisky; and the profit of it consists in this — that 
he saves both the expense of malting his grain 
and the loss of matter (usually 8 per cent),* which 
barley always undergoes in malting. He is able, 
also, to use for these additions of grain an inferior 
or cheaper material than is usually employed for con- 
version into malt-f* The sweet wort obtained in this 

* A hundred pounds of barley yield only eighty pounds of malt. 
But of this loss 12 per cent consists of water driven off by the heat of the 
malt kiln, so that the real loss of substance is 8 lb. in the 1 00. 

•f* Thus, in some of the Scotch distilleries, such a mixture as the fol- 
lowing is employed : — 


Malt, 42 bushels at 40 lb. a bushoL 

Oats, 25 „ 

47 „ 

Rye, 25 „ 

63 „ 

Barley, 168 „ 

63 „ 

250 



The diastase in the 42 bushels of malt converts into sugar the starch of 

2c 
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way, wh^ fermented and distilled, yields a spirit of 
a somewhat harsher and less pleasant flavour than 
when malt alone is used. 

Along with the spirit, during the distillation of 
fomented liquors, there always passes over a small 
but variable proportion of one or more volatile oily 
liquids, which mix with the spirit and give it a pecu- 
liar flavour. These volatile oils vary in kind, in com- 
position, and in sensible properties, with the source of 
the sugar which has been submitted to fermentation, 
and with the substances which are present along with 
it in the wort. Hence the spirit obtained from almost 
every different fermented liquor is distinguished by 
its own characteristic flavour. Thus wine brandy, or 
cognac, derives its vinous flavour from the juice of the 
grape ; and cognacs of different districts their special 
flavours from the kinds of wine which are distilled 
in each. Bum obtains its smell and taste from 
molasses, the scorched and altered juice of the sugar 
cane ; whisky, its peculiarities from the barley-malt 
or grain that is mixed with it ; potato brandy, from 
the mashed potato or its skin;* palm brandy, from 
the fermented toddy; the aguardiente of Mexico, from 
the strong-smelling pulque ; and the arraca of the 

the whole 250 bushels, weighing eight times as much as Uie malt itself. 
This quantity of grain yields on an average 583 gallons of proof whisky, 
or 14 gallons fh>m 6 bushels of the mixture. 

* Potato brandy is contaminated, among other flnibstances, by a vola- 
tile spirit called amyle alcohol. And it is a singular circumstanoe that 
the cognac distilled in the south of France from the grape-husks — ^known 
as Eau de vie de marc de raisin — also contains the same amyle alcohol. 
In the one case it is probably derived from the skin of the root, in the 
other from the skin of the fruit. 
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EBlmucks, from their fermented milk. so with 

other varieties of spirit. In eaoh case a volatile 
substance, peculiar in kind, accompanies the spirit ; 
and though this substance is always very small in 
quantity, it is yet sufficient to impart to each different 
variety a flavour at once characteristic and peculiar to 
itself 

It is chiefly from malted and raw grain of various 
kinds that ardent spirits are distilled in the British 
islands, in northern Europe generally, and in the 
North American states and colonies. Maize or Indian 
com is most extensively employed for this purpose in 
the United States. Potatoes are used to a consider- 
able extent on the continent of Europe ; and sugar is 
occasionally employed in our own distilleries. 

3® Consumption of ardent spirits. — The manu- 
facture and consumption of ardent spirits, especially 
in northern climates, is exceedingly great. In the 
United Kingdom, the quantity distilled and con- 
sumed, in the year ending on the 5th of January 
1854, was about 25 millions of gallons, distributed as 
follows : — 

Diitilled. Consumed. 

England, . . 10,729,243 gallons. 10,850,307 gallons. 

Scotland, . . 6,557,839 „ 6,534,648 „ 

Ireland, . . 8,136,362 „ 8,136,362 „ 

United Kingdom, 25,423,444 25,021,317 

This is a very large quantity of ardiSnt spirits to be 
consumed by a population of less than thirty milliona 
The numbers appear especially large in the cases of 
Scotland and Ireland, and would seem at first sight 
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to imply a much greater proportionate consumption 
of alcohol in these countries than in Englcmd. 

But a simple application of chemical knowledge 
materially alters this first conclusion. 

a. In tbe year ending on the 10th October 1852,* 
the quantity of malt consumed in each of the three 
kingdoms, in the Toahing of heer^ was in bushels — 

England, . . . • • 80,636,240 

Scotland, 1,127,224 

Ireland, ..... 1,266,344 

United Kingdom, 83,029,808 

From which numbers it appears, that of the 33 millions 
of bushels of malt used in the three kingdoms for the 
making of beer, 30^ millions are consumed in Eng- 
land alone. 

Now, in the average of years, one bushel of malt 
yields two gallons of proof spirit, so that the malt 
yecurly made into beer in Englomd, if employed for 
making whisky y would yield the enormous quantity 
of 61 millions of gallons ! 

I have already stated, however, that in the fermen- 
tation of the worts for the manufacture of beer, the 
whole of the sugar is not transformed into alcohol 
From one-fourth to sometimes one-half of the whole 
sugar remains unchanged in the beer. The quantity 
of malt, therefore, which is consumed in England for 
the making of, this ihilder drink does not in reality 
indicate the consumption of so large a number of 

* I use this return, as I have not at hand any later one, which 
distingoishes the malt used by the brewers from that used by the 
distUlers. 
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gallons of ardent spirits as the distiller would extract 
from it If we allow one-fourth of the whole for the 
sugar remaining unchanged in the beer, then the 
quantity of ardent spirits actually consumed in the 
three kingdoms would be very nearly as follows (in 
gallons) 

Engl&nd. Scotland. Ireland. 

Spirits consumed as such, 10,850,307 6,534,648 8,136,362 

Spirits consumed in the beer, 45,954,360 1,790,836 1,899,516 

Total spirits consumed, 56,304,667 8,325,484 10,035,878 

Now, if we divide these several total sums by the 
population of each of the three kingdoms, we obtain 
the following numbers for the quantity of ardent 
spirits consumed per head in each country — 

England. Scotland. Ireland. 

Total consumption in gallons, 56 J millions. 8^ millions. 10 millions. 
Population, « . . IS „ 3 „ 6^ ,, 

Consumption per head in 2^ 

In so far as the mere consumption of alcohol, in the 
form of home-made liquors, goes, therefore, it appears 
that Scotland does not in reality surpass England. 
On the contrary, England somewhat exceeds Scotland, 
while both England and Scotland greatly surpass Ire- 
land. For every head of its population, Ireland con- 
sumes less than half of what is consumed in England, 
and somewhat more than half of what is consumed in 
Scotland. This very small comparative consumption 
in Ireland is not to be ascribed to an increased tem- 
perance caused by the labours of Father Matthew and 
others. On the contrary, since his time the consump- 
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tion per head has greatly increased, as is seen by 
comparing the last two decennial periods. Thus— 

And tb« ooninmpMon of fplritt. 

In the year The population wu Total. P«r head. 

1842 8,175,124 5,299,650 5| pints. 

1852 6,515,794 8,208,266 10 pints. 

The consumption per head in Ireland is, therefore, 
rapidly increasing ; and it is both fairer and safer, I 
think, to ascribe this increase to a general advance in 
material prosperity, than to augmenting intemper- 
ance and dissipation. 

6. But in estimating the actual and relative consump- 
tion of alcohol in England and Scotland, there are still 
two other items to be taken into calculation. Wine 
and foreign spirits are imported into the United 
Kingdom, and consumed in large quantities. Thus, 
in the year ending 5th January 1854, there was en- 
tered for home consumption, in gallons, — 

Containingr of proof spirits. 

Gallons. Gallons. 

Wine, . . . 7,197,572 . 1,440,000* 

Foreign spirits, 6,181,618 

6,571,618 

Now, in England, the consumption of wine and 
foreign spirits, among the middle and higher classes, 
is certainly far more universal than among the same 
classes in Scotland. A much larger proportion per 
head of the 6i millions of gallons of spirits, consumed 
in the form of imported liquors, must therefore be 
ascribed to England. Let us suppose it all to be 
consumed in Great Britain — leaving the small con- 

* Supposing foreign 'vrines to contain an average of only ten per cent 
of alcohol, which is probably one-half too low. 



GBEATEB fiOBRlETT IN EKaiAKD. 


345 


sumption of Ireland out of the question — and that 
every Englishman drinks two bottles for the Scotch- 
man’s one ; then — 

The Englishman drinks • • . 2^ pints, and 

The Scotchman • . • . pints 

of ardent spirits, in the form of imported liquors. 
Adding this to the consumption, in the form of 
home-made liquors, we have the total consumption 


per head as follows, in 

gallons : — 



England. 

Scotland. 

In home-made liquors, 

8^ 

• • 

In imported liquors. 

. OJ . 

. . Of, 

Total per head, 

. 8J . 

. . m 


Or, in England, the total consumption is about 8^, 
and in Scotland about 8 gallons per head. These 
numbers do not, in themselves, imply very extreme 
intemperance in either country. Were the total 
quantity of ardent spirits we use really equally dis“ 
tributed and consumed in the above proportions by 
the whole population, cases of drunkenness would not 
necessarily occur. It is because many consume more 
than their share that the evils of intemperance so 
often manifest themselves. 

c. Two chemico-physiological points in connection 
with this subject are deserving of our consideration. 
It is very generally believed, and has recently at least 
been very often asserted — and what is curious, most 
strongly and earnestly in Scotland itself — that in 
Scotland intemperance is a much more common vice 
than in England. But how can this be, since the 
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average individual consumption of alcohol in E n gland 
is oneHsdxth part greater than in Scotland? 

And, again, Ireland has been reproached for its 
intemperance and for its love of whisky even more 
than Scotland, and yet the individual consumption of 
alcohol in any form is probably less in that island than 
in any northern country, either European or American. 
Can this allegation be true, or how is it to be account- 
ed for ? 

Firsts As to the alleged greater sobriety of Eng- 
land, it is to be observed, that upwards of three- 
fourths of all the alcohol drunk in that country is in 
the form of beer. This liquor, as we have seen, feeds 
and nourishes while it exhilarates the Englishman. All 
which the distillers' fermented wort contains, except its 
alcohol, remains behind in the still, and is lost as food 
for man. All that the brewers' wort contains, with 
the exception of what separates in the fining of his 
liquor, is retained and drunk in the beer. Sugar and 
gluten, to the amount of from 4 to 8 per cent of its 
weight, exist in the malt liquor ; and these, by 
strengthening the system, modify and mollify the ap- 
parent action of the alcohol with which they are 
associated. They place malt liquors in the same 
relation to ardent spirits as cocoa bears to tea and 
coffee.* 

Besides, beer is drugged, so to speak, with hops, the 
tonic, narcotic, and sedative influences of which re- 
strain, retard, and modify the intoxicating action of the 
* See The Bevebaoes we inrirsE, p. 288. 
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spirit* Thus— controlled by the nutritive and narcotic 
ingredients it is associated with — larger proportion 
of ardent spirit will produce a smaller sensible in- 
toxicating effect than if taken alone. And thus, a 
people may appear more temperate and sober while 
in reality it consumes a larger proportion of ardent 
spirits. 

Second . — But though these reasons may go far to 
explain the difference in the reputed sobriety of the 
two ends of our own island, they scarcely explain 
why Ireland, which consumes so little per head, 
should be charged with an amount of intemperance 
greater even than Scotland itself. Here I believe 
other causes come into play. Of these I instance 
only two— the less substantial food, and the more 
excitable temperament of the Irish people. Every 
one knows how easily a man becomes intoxicated if 
he pours down ardent spirits into an empty stomach. 
And from this extreme case the effect of a given 
quantity of spirits becomes less as the quantity of 
good food eaten becomes greater. It is least of all 
on the well-fed muscular beef-eating labourer. 

And, again, excitable people, even when well fed, 
are influenced more than others by intoxicating 
drinks. As a people, it will, I believe, be conceded 
that the Irish are more excitable than the British ; 
and likely, therefore, to be overcome by a quantity of 
liquor which persons of a more immovable tempera- 
ment could, in the same circumstances, drink with 
impunity. It is probable that the quality and quan- 



348 


THS LIQUOBS W£ FEBHENT. 


tity of the national food has a material influence upon 
national temperament. But however this be, I am 
inclined to see, in the two things — in the national 
food and the national temperament — an explan- 
ation of the alleged insobriety of a people who, it is 
certain, do really consume so little intoxicating 
drink.* 

This influence of temperament, in connection with 
that of climate, has probably something to do also 
vdth the great evils which are said to arise from the^ 
use of ardent spirits among the European races settled 
in North America. These, as is well known, have of 
late years given rise to much discussion — ^to strenuous 
efforts, on the part of the benevolent, to check the 
consumption of fermented liquors — and to the passing 
of what is called the Maine Law, for the purpose of 
effectually repressing it 

4®. Influence of ardent spirits. — In the ardour 
of this crusade against fermented liquors, statements 
have been hastily made by over-zealous champions 
of total abstinence, which are not quite borne out by 
chemical and physiological researches. 

Ardent spirits of every variety are little else than 
alcohol diluted with a large proportion of water, and 
flavoured with a minute admixture of volatile oil, the 

* Good fellowship is an enemy to eobriety — not for the vulgar reason 
that it provokes to the passing of the bottle, but because it makes wluit 
is drunk have a greater apparent effect. It is familiar to the knowing 
ones, that if a man wishes to drink, he had better let his companions 
do aU the tadhing, ''Gin’ ye’re gaun to drink, sir, dinna ye talk 
muckle.” Here the temperament of the mercurial and excitable tells 
at once. 
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precise action of which upon the system is not known. 
They contain none^ therefore, of the common forms 
of nutritive matter which exist in our usual varieties 
of animal and vegetable food. It does not foDow 
from this, however, as some have too broadly alleged, 
that they are incapable of serving any useful purpose 
in the animal economy. On the contrary, it is ascer- 
tained of ardent spirits — 

Firsts That they directly warm the body, and, by 
Ihe changes they undergo in the blood, supply a por- 
tion of that carbonic acid and watery vapour which, 
as a necessity of life, are constantly being given off by 
the lunga They so far, therefore, supply the place 
of food — of the fat and starch for example — ^which we 
usually eat. Hence a schnapps, in Germany, with a 
slice of lean dried meat, make a mixture like that of 
the starch and gluten in our bread, which is capable 
of feeding the body. So we either add sugar to milk, 
or take spirits along with it (old man's milk), for the 
purpose of adjusting the proportions of the ingredients 
more suitably to the constitution, or to the circum- 
stances in which it is to be consumed. 

Second^ That they diminish the absolute amount 
of matter usually given off by the lungs and the kid- 
neys. They thus lessen, as tea and coffee do, (p. 233,) 
the natural waste of the fat and tissues, and they neces- 
sarily diminish, in an equal degree, the quantity of 
ordinary food which is necessary to keep up the 
weight of the body. In other words, they have the 
property of making a given weight of food go further 
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in sustaining the strength and bulk of the body* And 
in addition to the saving of material thus effected, 
they ease and lighten the labour of the digestive 
organs, which, when the stomach is weak, is often a 
most valuable result. 

Hence fermented liquors, if otherwise suitable to 
the constitution, exercise a beneficial influence upon 
old people, and other weakly persons whose fat and 
tissues have begun to waste — ^in whom the process of 
digestion, that is, does not replace the tissues as fast 
as they naturally waste. This lessening in weight or 
substance is one of the most usual consequences of the 
approach of old age. It is a common symptom of the 
decline of life. The stomach either does not receive 
or does not digest food enough to replace that which 
is daily removed from the substance of the body. 
Weak alcoholic drinks arrest or retard, and thus dimi- 
nish the daily amount of this loss of substance. They 
gently stimulate the digestive organs also, and help 
them to do their work more fully and faithfully ; and 
thus the body is sustained to a later period in life. 
Hence poets have called wine the milk of the old,^' 
and scientific philosophy owns the propriety of the 
term. If it does not nourish the old so directly as 
milk nourishes the young, yet it certainly does aid in 
supporting and filling up their failing frames. And 
it is one of the happy consequences of a temperate 
youth and manhood, that this spirituous milk does not 
fail in its good effects when the weight of years begins 
to press upon ua 
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All this, of course, in no way justifies the indulgence 
in fermented liquors of any kind to excess, or palliates 
the moral evils to which this excess invariably gives 
rise. The good results I have spoken of follow only 
from a moderate use of them. But the peculiar 
danger attendant upon the consumption of intoxicat- 
ing drinks arises from their extreme seductiveness, and 
from the all but unconquerable strength of the drink- 
ing habit when once formed. Their peculiar malig- 
nity appears — where they have once obtained a mas- 
tery — in their becoming the parent and nurse of 
every kind of suffering, immorality, and crime. 

Who hath woe?” says Solomon; “who hath sorrow? 
who hath contentions ? who hath babbling ? who hath 
wounds without cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? 
They that tarry long at the wine ; they that go to 
seek mixed wine. Look not thou upon the wine when 
it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it 
moveth itself aright (sparkleth ?). At the last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” 

5®. Adulteration of fermented liquors. — The 
real strength of pure fermented liquors depends, 
as we have seen, on the proportion of alcohol they 
contain. But in various countries adulterating sub- 
stances are added to them, chiefly of a narcotic kind, 
for the purpose of imparting a fictitious or apparent 
strength. 

Thus, to malt beer, Cocculua indicua, grains of 
paradise, the root of the sweet flag, and even tobacco- 
leaves, are added in England ; the Ledum paZuatre 
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and Ledum latifclium in North Germany ; the 
Achillea miUefoliay or yarrow, in Dalecarlia ; and 
the seeds of Datura stramonium in Bussia, in India, 
and formerly in China In Java, ragi cakes made 
of onions, black pepper and capsicums, are fermented 
with boiled rice, to give a similar strength to rice 
beer. 

To grape -wine poppy heads are now added in 
Persia In ancient Palestine, frankincense was add- 
ed, especially to the wine given to criminals, for the 
purpose of stupefying them before the execution 
began ; and in ancient Greece, sea-water in the pro- 
portion* of 1 of water to 50 of wine, with the view 
of aiding digestion, and preventing its affecting the 
head. 

To ardent spirits, seeds of thorn-apple are added 
in India ; and in England, Malagueta pepper with 
capsicum, calamus, and juniper berries, to give a hot 
strong flavour to London gin. 

These substances are all foreign to the true nature 
and composition of the liquors we ferment They 
add nothing to the amount of alcohol contained in 
these liquors. They affect their quality generally by 
introducing narcotic ingredients. The chemical pro- 
perties of most of these narcotic ingredients, and their 
action upon the system, will be treated of in the im- 
mediately succeeding chapters upon the Narcotics 
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written expressly for Youn," People. By L’Ame Flevbt. Translated 
from the French. Foolscap 8vo, 28. 6d. 

QALT. — AHKALS OP THE PABISH, AHD AYBSHIBE LEGATEES. 

By John Gaet. Foolscap 8vo, 4s. 

GALT. — ^THE ENTAIL, OB THE LAIBDS OP GBIPPY. 

By John Galt. Foolscap 8vo, 4s. 

GALT.— THE PEOVOST, AND OTHEB TALES. 

By John Galt. Foolscap Bto, 4a 

GALT.— Snt ANDKEW WYLIE. 

By John Galt. Foolscap 8to, 4a 

GOBBIE.— ILLUSTBATIONS OP SCBIPTT7BE PBOH BOTANICAL 

SCIENCE. Foolscap 8to, witli Illustrations, price Ss. 6d. 

GRANT. — MEHOIBS AND ADYENTUBES OP SIB WHIIAH KIB- 

KALDT OF GRANGE, Governor of the Castle of Edinburgh for Mary 
Queen of Scots. By James Gkant. Post 8vo, lOs. 6d. 

It Is seldom Indeed that wo find history so written. In a style at once vigorous, porspfcuons, 
and picturesque. The author’s heart Is thoronghly with bis subject.” 

Blackwood’s Maoabxkb. 

GBANT. — ^MEMOIRS AND ADYENTUBES OF SIB JOHN HEPBURN, 
Marshal of France under Louis XIII., &c. By Jakes Gaavt. Post 8 to, 
8s. 
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GSAST.^IEEHOBIALS OF TH£ CASTLE OF EOrNBUBOH. 

Bj Jakes Gkant* Author of ** Memoirs of Kirkaldy of Grange,'* &c., See. 
With Twelve Engravings on Wood by Bsamston* In crown 8vo, price 
78. 6d. 

** Mr Omot’s very Interesting history of the Castle of Edlnbnri^— a work eanally distin. 
guished by research, accuracy, and pictorial interest.** S» ABcaiBA.i.D Axison's Essars. 

EAUILTON.— AISTKALS OF THE PENINSULAB GAKPAIGHS. 

By Tbouas Hamilton, Esq. A New Edition, Edited by JP* Habdkan, 
Esq. 8vo, 168. Atlas of Maps to Illustrate the Campaign, 128. 

Of the chief writers ton this subject) Captafn Hamilton's work comes nearest to historical 

calmness and impartiality The value of the work is very greatly increased. In 

the present edition, by the labours of Mr Hardman.** Scotsxaw. 

HABOLTOH.—THE YOUTH AND MAHHOOD OF CYEIL THOENTOH. 

By Thomas Hamilton, Esq. In 1 vol. foolscap 8vo, 48. 

HAMUTOH. — AFTD MAlirHEBS TS AMEEICA. 

By Tuomas Hamilton, Esq. A New Edition. With Portrait of the 
Author. Foolscap, 7a. Cd. 

HABrnff AN . — SCEHES AHD AUYENTUBES IN CENTBAL AHEBICA. 

By F. Haadman, Esq. Foolscap Hvo, Gs. 

** One of the freshest, most apiritsd, most attractive volumes of the season.** 

Naval ak» Mlilitaut Qaxstts. 

HEMANS. — THE POEMS OP FELICIA HEMANS. 

Complete in one volume large 8vo, with Portrait engraved by Finden, 218. 

** Of no modern writer can it be afiirmod, with less hesitation, that slio has become an 
English Classic, nor, tmtll human nature becomes very diilbrent from wlmt it now is, can we 
Imagine the least probability that the music of her lays will cease to soothe the ear, or the 
beauty of her sentiment to charm the gentle heart.** Blaca wood’s Maoazimx. 

HEMANS. — THE POEMS OP FELICIA HEMANS. 

Six volumes 16mo, bound in gilt cloth, 248. ; or, in paper covers, 18s. 

HEMANS, — THE POEMS OP FELICTA HEMANS. 

To which is prefixed a Memoir by her Sister. 7 vols., foolscap 8vo, 35s. 

HEMANS.— THE BECOBDS OP WOMAN, 

AND OTHER PoBMs. By Felicxa Hemans. IGmo, 4s. 

HEMANS. — THE POBEST SANCTUABY, 

AND OTHER PoEMS. By FELICIA Hemans. IGmo, 4s. 

HEMANS. — DBAMATIC WOBKS. 

By Felicia Hemans. IGmo, 4s. 

HEMANS. — TALES AND HISTOBIC SCENES. 

By Felicia Hemans. IGmo, 4 b. 

HEMANS. — ^MOBAL AND EELIGIOUS POEMS. 

By Felicia Hemans. IGmo, 4s. 

HEMANS.— SONGS OP THE AFFECTIONS. 

By Felicia Hemans. IGmo, 4s. 

HEMANS.— MEMOIB OP MBS HEMANS. 

By her Sister. With a Portrait. Foolscap 8vo, 5s. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


KASrorCHS. — ^POEKS BT THE LADY FLORA HAST 1 H 08 . 

Second Edition* with a Portrait. Foolacnp 8vo, 7». Cd. 

**A1I loTen of that pnrer poetry which eatchea half It a rr*c« heaTon* wtll aeek for 
records of its pious beauty upon the gentle pages of this graceful book. We have bat glanced 
at the iioeins. and gathered only snatches of the beauties which we are prepared to meet on 
deeper and closer pernsal* and of which our readers shall receive their share.'* 

McaaiMO Post. 

HAY. — THE LAWS OF HARMONIOUS COLOURINa* 

adapted to Interior Decorations, with Observations on the Practice of 
Honse-Painting. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. Sixth Edition. Coloured 
Diagram. 12mOt 6s. Cd. 

HAY.— THE NATXnaAL PRINCIPLES AND ANALOGY OF THE 
HARMONY OF FORM. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 18 Plates and nu- 
merous Woodcuts. 4to, 158. 

HAY. — ^PROPORTION; OR, THE GEOMETRIC PBINCIPLES OF 
BEAUTY ANALYSED. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 17 Plates and SS 
Woodcuts. 4to, 25s. 

HAY. — AN ATTEMPT TO DEVELOP AND ELUCIDATE THE 

TRUE PRINCIPLES OF ORNAMENTAL DESIGN, as applied to tlio 
Decorative Arts, accompanied by a series of original Geometrical Oiai>er 
Designs. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 57 Plates and numerous Woodcuts. 
Oblong folio, 42s. 

HAY.— A NOMENCLATURE OP COLOURS, 

applicable to the Arts and Natural Sciences, to Manufactures, and other 
purposes of general utility. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 228 examples of 
Colours, Hues, Tints, and Shades. 8vo, 638. 

HAY. — THE PRINCIPLES OP BEAUTY IN COLOURING SYSTE- 
MATISED. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 14 Colourei Diagrams. Second 
Edition. 8vo, IDs. 

HAY. — FIRST PRINCIPLES OF SYMMETRICAL BEAUTY. 

By D, R. Hat, F.R.S.E. 100 Plates. Post 8vo, 6 b , 

HAY.— ON THE SCIENCE OF THOSE PROPORTIONS BY WHICH 

THE HUMAN HEAD AND COUNTENANCE, as represented in ancient 
Greek Art, are distinguished from tlxose of ordinary Nature. By D. R. 
Hat, F.R.S.E. 25 Plates. Royal 4to, SCs. 

HAY. — THE GEOMETRIC BEAUTY OF THE HUMAN FIGURE 

DEFINED; to which is prefixed a System of bathetic Proportion applica* 
ble to Architecture and the other Formative Arts. Bt D. R. Hat, F.R,S.E. 
16 Plates. Royal 4to, 30s. 

HAY.— A LETTER TO THE COUNCIL OP THE SOCIETY OP 

ARTS, on Elementary Education in the Arts of Deirign. By D. R Hat, 
F.R.S.E. 6d. 

HAY. — THE NATURAL PRINCIPLES OF BEAUTY, 

as developed in the Human Figure. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. Zllastrap 
tions. Royal 8to, 58. 

HAY. — THE ORTHOGRAPHIC BEAUTY OF THE PARTHENON, 
referred to a Law of Nature. By D. R. Hat, F.R.S.E. With Illustrations. 
Royal 8 VO. 5s. 
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HA£OnE8S.--THE PBEFASATIOH OF COOKED FOOD FOE THE 

FATTENING OF CATTLE, and the advantage of Using it along with 
Cut Straw, Hay, Turnips, or other Vegetables. By Thom as HaaaNSss, 
Secretary of the Rhinns of Galloway Farmers" Club* 6d. 

HILL.— LECTUEES IN DIVINITY. 

By the late Rev. Geoboe Hili., D.D., Principal of St Mary’s College, St 
Andrews. Stereotyped Edition. 6vo, 14s. 

** 1 am not sure If 1 can recommend a more complete manual of divinity.'* 

Da OsautsaB. 

HUME, DAVID. — LETTERS OF EMINENT PERSONS, ADDRESSED 
TO DAVID HUME. Edited by John Hili. Bobton, Esq., Advocate. 
8vo, lOs. Cd. 

INGLIS.— HASICAN, AND OTHER POEMS. 

By Hembt iNOLis, Esq. 8vo, 10s. 6d. 

PROFESSOR JOHNSTON. — ^A CATECHISM OF AGRICULTURAL CHE- 
MISTRY AND GEOLOGY. By James F. W. Joqnston, F.R.SS. L. & E., 
&c. A New Edition, being the thirty-third, entirely re-written, price la. 

“ The extent to which this little Gateohiam has been circulated at home, its translation 
into nearly every European laneuage. and its introduction into the Sciiools of Germany, 
Holland, Flanders. Italy, Sweden, Poland, and South and North America, while it has been 
gratif^-ing to the author, has caused him to take additional pains In improving and adding to 
the amount of useful Information in the present edition. Pasr acb. 


PROFESSOR JOHNSTON. — ^ELEMENTS OF AGRICX7TURAL CHEMIS- 
TRY AND GEOLOGY. By James F. W. Jounston, F.R.SS. L. & E., &c. 
A New Edition, greatly enlarged, price 6s. 6d. 

PROFESSOR JOHNSTON. — LECTURES ON AGRICULTURAL CHEMIR 
TRY AND GEOLOGY. By James F. W. Johnston, F.R.SS. L. & E., Str 
A New Edition, in one large volunnc, 8vo, price 24 b. 

•* A valuable and Interesting course of Lectures." Qo artxelx Rsvisw. 

" The most complete account of Agricultural Chemistry we possess.*’ 

BoTaA Aoricultubal Journal. 

PROFESSOR JOHNSTON. — ^EXPERIMENTAL AGRICULTURE: 

Being the Results of Past, and Suggestions for Future, Experiments in 
Scientific and Practical Agriculture. By James F. W. Johnston, F.R.SS. 
L. & £., &c. In 8 VO, price 8s. 

PROFESSOR JOHNSTON.— ON THE USE OF LIME IN AGRICULTURE. 

By James F. W. Johnston, F.R.SS. L. & E., &c. Feap, 8vo, 6 b. 


PBOFESSOR JOHNSTON.— THE CHEMISTRY OF COMMON LIFE. 


The Work will be issued in Monthly Numbers, in the following order 

No. 7 . — The Narcotics w« Inddloe in. 


No. 1. — The Air we Breathe and 

The Water we Drink. 6d. 

„ 2. — The Soil wb Ccltivatb and 
The Plant wb Rear. (id. 

„ 3. — The Bread we Eat and 
The Beef we Cook. 8d. 

„ 4. — The Beverages we Infuse. 
lOd. 

„ 6.-- The Sweets wb Exiract. 6d. 
,, 6 . — The LiquoRs we Ferment. 


„ 8.— The Odours we Enjoy and 
The Smells wb Dislike. 

,, 9. — What wb Breathe and 
Breathe For, and 
What, how, and whv we 
Digest. 

„ 10.— The Body we Cherish and 

The Circulation of Matter, 
a Recapitulation. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


mmsBCfs. jomrsTOK.— KOTEs ok kobth axebica— 

AoxicirtTnxAi.y EcoNovrcAt, amd Somai. By JTAinet F. W. JonirsToir, 
M.A. F.R.SS. L. & E., &c. 2 to!*, post 8 to, 21*. 

•*Prorfssor Johnston’s Admirsble notes. The Terr best tnsnusl for IntelHsent 

emigrants.* Ecoxomsir. 


KEITH JOHKSTOK’S PHYSICAL ATLAS. 

A Series of Maps and Blustrations of the GEOoxAXniCAt. DiSTXiBrTtoH of 
Nattkai, Phenomeka. By Alex. Keito Johnston. F.R.S.E. F.R.G..S. 
F,G.S., Gcngrrapher at Edinburgh in Ordinary to her Majesty. In Imperial 
folio, half-bound morocco, price L.IO, 10s. 


library We bnov of no work 

containiu? BMch copi< us and exact infotmation as to all the physical circntnstances of the 
earth on which we Hre.» QoaaTEai,T Bitxxw. 


KEITH JOHKSTOK’S PHYSICAL ATLAS. 

Reduced from the Imperial Folio. For the use of Colleges, Academies, nnd 
Families. By A- Keito Johnston, F.R.S.E., &c. In Imperial 4to, hand- 
somely bound, half-morocco, price L.2, 12s. 6d. 


remarkable care, and is as accurate, and, for all educational nurnoncs, sn 
I?,* splendid large work (by the same author) which has now a European re- 


KEITh JOHKSTOK, — ^A SCHOOL ATLAS OP PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 

in which the subject is treated in a more simple and elementary manner 
than in the previous works of the Author. By A. Keith Johnston, F.R.S.E., 
&c. Imperial 8vo, half-bound, price 128. 6d. 

thank ymi for the two School Books of Orography which you hare had the 
wlmtrnbly exectited that I consider the publication of 
Important Improvement In the study of Geography. The ‘Atlas of Physical 0«o- 
graphy,' as an llhistraf ion of what I have described. Is Invaluable. 

“ Oej.0*, Oct . 20 , 1852.” Mas Sowkrtild*. 

KEITH JOHKSTOK. — A SCHOOL ATLAS OP CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY, 

comprising, in 20 Plates, Maps and Plans of .all the important Countries and 
Localities referred ‘o by Classical Authors, constructed fVom the best mate> 
rials, and embodying the results of the most recent investigations. By A. 
Keith John.ston, F.R.S.E., &c. Printed in colours, uniform with the 
Author’s General and Physical School Atlases, and accompanied by a com- 
plete Index of Places, in which the proper quantities of the tSyllables are 
marked, by T. Harvet, M.A., Oxon., Classical Master in tlie Edinburgh 
Academy. Price 128. 6d. half-bound. 

n i?”® of the very best of Its kind for ediic.itlonftl purposes." Oxford Btra t» 

of beauty of execution, combined with luminous dlslinctness 

or outline, everything of the kind we have hitherto seen." Ma.vchzster Adykrtiber. 


KEITH JOHKSTOK. — A SCHOOL ATLAS OP GEKEEAL AKD DESCRIP- 
TIVE GEOGRAPHY, founded on the most recent discoveries, and specially 
constructed with a xdew to the purposes of sound Instruction. By A. Keith 
Johnston, F.R.S.E., &c. Imperial 4to, half-bound, price I2g. 6d. 

** A more complete work for edncational purposes has never come under our observation.** 

EnucATtoNRi. Tinks. 

KEITH JOHKSTOK. — AK ELEMEKTARY SCHOOL ATLAS OP GENE- 
RAL GEOGRAPHY, for Junior Classes, including Maps of Canaan and 
Palestine. By A. Keith Johnston, F.R.S.E., &c. 20 Maps, printed in 

colours, with Index. Demy 4to, half-bound, 7*. 6d. 

KEITH JOHKSTOK. — GEOGRAPHICAL PBOJECTIOKS, 

to accompany Keith Johnston’s Atlases of Physical and General School 
Geography. Comprising the World (on Mercator’s Projection)— Europe — 
Asia— Africa— North America— .South America — The British Isles. 
With a Blank Page for laying down the Meridians and Parallels of any Map 
by the more advanced Pupils. In a Portfolio, price 2*. 6d. 
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JOCEUKE. — THE MOTHEB’S LE&ACIE TO HER tJEBOBEE 

CHILDE. By £i.t2ABBTH Jooeume. Edited by the Very Rev. Paihcipai. 
Lcb. 82tno, 48. 6d, 

•• Thte boAutiful and touchlns legacle.” Atbxmmvx. 

“ A delightful monument of the piety and high feeling of a truly noble mother.** 

Mormino AnTZRTiixa. 

JOHNSON. — THE SCOTS MUSICAL MUSEUM. 

Consisting of 600 Songs, with proper Basses for the Pianoforte. Originally 
published by James Jounson, and now accompanied with copious Notes 
and Illustrations of the Lyric Poetry and Music of Scotland, by William 
Stem HOUSE. A New Edition, with Additional Notes and liiustrations. In 
4 vols. 8vo, L.2, 128. 6d., half-bound morocco. 

*' I will venture to prophesy, that to future ages your publication will be the text-book and 
standard of Scottish song and music.’* £xtba.ct Lrttee raoa Beaxs to JoaNsoH. 

JOUENAL OF AOEICULTUEE, AND TRANSACTIONS OF THE 

HIGHLAND AND AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND. 

Old Series, 1828 to 1843, 21 vols. - - L.3 8 0 

New Series, 1843 to 1851, 8 vols. - • 2 2 0 

KATIE STEWART. A TRUE STORY. 

In fcap, 8 VO, with Frontispiece and Vignette. Elegantly bound in cloth, 
gilt, 78. 6d. 

** A singularly characteristic Scottish story, most agreeable to road and pleasant to reool- 
lect. The charm lies in the faithful and life-like pictures it presents of Scottish character 
and customs, aud manners, and modes of life.** Taix's AiA.oA.zI^x. 

KEMP. — AGRICULTURAL PHYSIOLOGY, 

Animal and Vegetable, for the Use of Practical Agriculturists. By T. L. 
Kemp, M.D. Crown 8vo, 6s. 6d. 

LADY LEE'S WIDOWHOOD. 

Two vols. post 8vo, with 13 Illustrations by the Author. 

BULWER-LYTTON. — THE CAXTONS: A FAMILY PICTURE. 

By Sir £, Bulwer Lytton, Bart. A New Edition. In ono vol. post 8vo, 
7s. 6d. 

•* One of those brilliant family groups in which all the component parts are in perfect har- 
mony, and all the accessories, are wrought out with a skill at once the most marvellous, aud 
apparently the most unpremeditated.” Morkiko llsaA.i. 0 . 

BULWER-LYTTON. — MY NOVEL, BY PISISTRATUS CAXTON ; 
Or, VARIETIES IN ENGLISH LIFE. By Sir E. Bulweb Lttxow, Bait. 
A New Edition. 2 vols. post 8vo, 2 is. 

** Forming the most complete picture of Knglish Life in all its varieties that has ever, per- 
haps, been compressed within the compass of a single novoL John Buli.. 

BULWER-LYTTON, — THE POEMS AND BALLADS OF SCHILLER. 

Translated by Sir Edwaro Bulwer Lyxxon, Bart. Second Edition. 
Crown 8vo, lOs. 6d. 

** The translations are executed with consummate ability. The tot^nlcal difficulties at- 
tending a task so great and intricate have been mastered or eluded with a power and patience 
quite extraordinary ; and the public is put in possession of perhaps the best translation of a 
foreign poet which exists in our language. Indeed, we know of none so complete and faith, 
fyj „ Mobkiro OHaoKicta. 

TMTAVA — the TRUTHS CONTAINED IN POPULAR SUPERSTI- 

TIONS. By Herbert Mato, M.D. Third Edition. Post 8vo, 7s. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


H*CBZE. — ^THE LIFE OP JOHN ENOX. 

Containing Illustrations of the Historj of the Reformation in Scotland, with 
Biographical Notices of the Principal Reformers, and Sketches of Literature 
in Scotland during the Seventeenth Century. By Thomas M*CaiB, D.D. 

A new edition, 8vo, 78. 6d. 

y* (!RTE, — THE LIFE OP ANEBEW TW IXTg. 

Containing Illustrations of the Ecclesiastical and Literary History of Scot* 
land during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuriea By Thomas M'Cbie, 
D.D. 8vo, 10s. ed. 

VtCBIE . — ^HISTOSY OP THE FEO0BESS AND SUPPBESSION OP 

THE REFORMATION IN ITALY, during the Sixteenth Century. By 
Thomaa M'Cbis, D.D. 8vo. lOs. 6d. 

irCEIE.— HISTOEY OP THE PEOQEESS AND SUPPEESSION OP 

THE REFORMATION IN SPAIN, during the Sixteenth Century. By 
Thomas M'Cbie, D.D. 8vo, lOs. 6d. J 

MCINTOSH. — ^THE BOOK OP THE OAEDEN: I 

A Complete System of Gardening, Architectural, Ornamental, and Cultural, j 
By CHAai.EB McIntosh, F.R.P.S. &c. In 2 vols. large 8vo. Vol. I. is pub- j 

lished, and relates to the Formation and Arrangement of Gardens ; the [ 

Erection, Heating, Ventilation, and General Detail of Conservatories, Hot- 
houses, Pits, and other Garden Structures ; the Laying out of Flower Gar- 
dens, and of the Objects of Nature and Art appropriate to each Style. With 
1078 Illustrative Engravings. 50s. 

Volume IL will contain the Theory and Practice of Gardening in relation 
to Culture and Management, and is now publishing in Parts, price 6s. 

.**At once the most magnificent and the most comprebenaive book ever devoted in any 
age or country to the fascinating science of which It treats.** £oin bubob An vcarisza. 

UEABN8. — ^LECTUBES ON SCBIPTUEE CHAEACTEES. 

Addressed to the Students of King's College at the Lecture on ** Practical 
Religion,” founded by the late John Gordon, Esq. of Murtle. By the late 
Rev. Dcncan Mxar.nh, D.D., Professor of Divinity in the University and 
King’s College of Aberdeen. 2 vols. crown Rvo, 128. 

KOIE. — ^LECTUEES ON THE POETICAL UTEEATUEE OP THE 
PAST HALF-CENTURY. By D. M. Moi» (A). Second edition, foolscap 
8vo, 6 b. 

MOnt. — THE LIFE OP HANSIE WAUCH, 

Tailor im Dalkhitb. By D. M. Mo» (A). Foolscap 8vo, 8b. 

M0IE.—P0ETICAL WOEKS OP D. M. MOIE (a). 

With Portrait, and Memoir by Thomas Aird. 2 vols. foolscap 8vo, 14 b. 

irULDEE. — THE CHEMI8TEY OP VEGETABLE AND ANIMAL 

PHYSIOLOGY. By Dr J. G. Muldxr, Professor of Chemistry in the Uni- 
versity of Utrecht. Translated by Dr P. F. H. Frombero ; with an Intro- 
duction and Notes by Professor Joumstoh. 22 Plates. 8vo, SOs. 

MUEEAY. — CATALOGDE OP TEE COLEOPTEEA OP SCOTLAND. 

By AifpRxw Morrat, Esq., M.R.P.S.E. Post 8vo, 28. 6d. 
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ISfEW STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF SCOTLAND. 

16 vols. 8vo, L.16, IGs. Each County may be had separately, strongly 
bound, with Index and Maps t — 

Aberdeen, L. 1 , M. » Argyll, I5a. t Ayr, l8a, i Banff. Ss. i Berwick, es. Sd, j Bute, Ss. t 
Caithness, 4s. Sd. t Clackmannan, 3s. ed. t Dumfries, l2s. 6d. t Dumbarton, 6s, t 
Edinburgh. 16s. 6d. t Elgin, 6B. t Fife, L.1, Is. t Forfar, IM. i Haddington, 8 b. 6A i 
I nverness, 11s. 6d. i Kincardine, 8 b. ; Kinross, 28. ed. ( Kirkcudbright, 8s. 6d. ; La- 
nark, L.1. IB. ; Linlithgow, 48. 6d. t Naim, is. 6d. ; Orkney. 5 b. 6d. t Peebles. 4 b. 6d. « 
Perth, L.1, 7s. t Renfrew, 12s. 6d. { Ross and Cromarty, los. 6d. ; Roxburgh, 10s. 6d. » 
Selkirk, 2s. 6d. : Shetland, 4a. Bd. t Stirling, lOs. t Sutherland, 5s. 6d. ( Wigtoo, 6s. 6d. 

NIGHTS AT HESS, SIB FRIZZLE PUHPBIN, 

AND OTuxa Talea Foolscap 8ro, Sa 

OUFHANT. — RUSSIAN SHORES OF THE BLACK SEA IN THE 

AUTUMN OF 1852. With a Voyage down the Voli?a and a Tour through 
the Country of the Don Cossacks. By LAUaENCE Oliphant, Esq., Author 
of a “ Journey to Nepaul,** &c. 8vo, with Map and other Illustration s. 
Fourth Edition, 14 b. 

The latest and best account of the actual state of Russia.** Stavdakd. 

** The book bears exfade indl.sputable marks of the shrewdness, Quick-sigbtedness, candour, 
and veracity of the author. It is the production of a gentleman in the true English sense of 
the word.** Daily News. 

OUTRAM.--THE CONft^T OF SCINBE. 

A Commentary. By Lieutenani-Colonel Odtbah, C.B. 8vo, 18b. 

PAGE. — INTRODUCTORY TEXT-BOOK OP GEOLOGY. 

By David Page, F.G.S. (In the Press.) 

PARNELL. — ^THE GRASSES OF BRITAIN. 

Illu.strated by 140 figures, drawn and engraved by Richard Parnell, M.D. 
F.R.S.E. This work contains a figure, and full description, of every species 
of Grass found in Great Britain, with their Uses in Agriculture, &c. In 
one largo volume 8vo, 42s. 

PARNELL. — THE GRASSES OF SCOTLAND. 

8 VO, 208. 

PAUL. — ANALYSIS AND CRITICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE 

HEBREW TEXT OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS. Preceded by a 
Hebrew Grammar, and Dissertations on the Genuineness of the Pentateuch, 
and on the Structure of the Hebrew Language. By the Rev. William 
Paul, A.M. 8vo, 18s. 

** We hail with pleasure the appearance of this admirable work.** 

Evanoxlical Nagasini. 

PENINSULAR SCENES AND SKETCHES. 

By the Author of ** The Student of Salamanca.** Foolscap 8 to, 8s. 

PEN OWEN. 

A New Edition in one volume, foolscap 8vo, 48. 

PHILIPS. — CURRAN AND HIS CONTEMPORARIES. 

By Charles Philips, Esq., B.A. Fourth Edition. Demy 8 yo, 12s. dd. 

•* Certainly one of the most extraordinary pieces of Biography ever produced No 

library should be without it.” Loan BaouoBAV. 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


FULAXTS.— THE ELEMENTS OP PHYSICAL AND CLASSICAL 

GEOGRAPHY, comprising the Geography of the Ancient World, in so far 
as it is subservient to the Understanding and Illustration of the Classics. 
By Professor P 1 J. 1 .ANS, of tlie University of Edinburgh. 4a. 


FOLLOK. — ^THE OODESE OP TIME. 

A Pi>em in Ten Books. By Robeet Pollos, A.M. Twentieth Edition. 
Foolscap 8vo, 7 s. 6d. 

** Of deep and hallowed Impress, full of noble thouebts and frrapbto conceptions— the pro. 
duction of a mind alive to the ereat relations of being, and the sublime simplicity of oar 
religion.” Bi.A.oawooo'B Hiloazimb, 

BEGINAU) DALTON. 

By the Author of “ Valerius,” Foolscap 8vo, 4s. 


EUXTON. — LIFE IN THE FAN WEST. 

By G. F. Ruxton, Esq. Second Edition. Foolscap 8vo, 46. 


** One of the most daring and resolute of travellers A volume fuller 'of ex- 
citement is seldom submitted to the public.” AruzKxau. 


SANDPOED. — ^INTBODUCTION TO THE WHITING OP GEEEE. 

By Sir D. K. Samofobd. A New Edition. 8s 6d. bound. 


SANDPOED.— EtTLES AND EXEECISES IN HOMEEIC AND ATTIC 

GREEK: to which is added, a Short System of Greek Prosody. By Sir 
D. K. Sandfobd. a New Edition. Gs. GcL bound. 


SANDPOED. — EXTEACTS PEOM GEEEX AUTHOES. 

With Notes and a Vocabulary. By Sir D. K. Sandfobd. A New Edition, 
thoroughly revised by the Rev. W. Veiteb. 8s. bound. 


SCHLEGEL. — LECTUEES ON THE HISTOEY OF LITEEATUEE, 

ANCIENT and MODERN. From the German of F. Scbbeqei,. 5s. 

** A wonderful performance— better than anything we as yet have on the subject in our own 
language.” Quaktjerlt Bztixw. 


SIMPSON. — ^PAEIS APTEE WATEELOO. 

Notes taken at the Time, and hitherto Unpublished; including a Revised 
Edition-the Tenth— of a VISIT TO FLANDKRS AND THE FIELD. 
By James Simfsom, Esq., Advocate, Author of ” The Philosophy of Educa- 
tion,” ” Lectures to the Wor king Classes,” &c. With Two Coloured Plans 
of the Battle. Crown 8vo, 6s. 

** Nomerons as are the accounts of \taterloo that haVe been published, BTr Simpson’s de- 
BcriptiOD may still be read with pleasure, from its freshness t it has the life of vegetation 
newly gathered— smacking of reality, little of books.” SrxcTAToa. 


SIMPSON — ^PICTUEES PEOM EEVOLUTIDNAEY PAEIS, 

sketched during the First Phasis of the Revolution of 1848. By J. Pait- 
gbavb Simfson, Esq., M.A., Autlior of ” Letters from the Danube,” &c. 
2 Tols. crown 8vo, 168. 
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SMITH. — ^ITAIIAK IBEIGATIOK. 

A Report on the Agricultural Canals of Piedmont and Lombardy, addressed 
to the Hon. the Court of Directors of the East India Company* by Captain 
Baird Smith. 2 vols. 8vo, and Atlas in folio, 248. 

SMITH. — OH THE ORIGIN AND CONNECTION OP THE GOSPELS 

OF MATTHEW, MARK, AND LUKEj with Synopsis of Parallel Pas- 
sages and Critical Notes. By James Smith, Esq. of Jordanhill, F.R.S., 
Author of the “ Voyage and Shipwreck of St Paul.” Medium 8vo, 16s. 

•' Displays much learning. Is concelrcd in a reverential spirit, and executed with great 
skllL No public school or college ought to be without it.** STANoxan. 

CAROLINE BOWLES SOUTHEY. — ^THE BIRTHDAY, 

AND OTHER PoEMS. By Mrs SoDTHET. Sccond Edition, Ss. 

CAROLINE BOWLES SOUTHEY. — SOLITARY HOURS, 

AND OTHER PoEMS. By Mrs Soothet. Second Edition, 68. 

** Those sweet poems, which for truth and depth of feeling, and for tenderneBS and holiness 
of thought, are among the most beautiful that have been produced in this generation. 

QuARTSaLT Review. 

CAROLINE BOWLES SOUTHEY. — CHAPTERS ON CHURCHYARDS. 

By Mrs Sodtuet. Second Edition. Fcap. 8vo, 7s. Gd. 

STARPORTH. — THE ARCHITECTURE OP THE FARM. 

A Series of Designs for Farm Houses, Farm Steadings, Factors* Houses, and 
Cottages. By John Sxaufortu, Architect. Sixty-two Engravings. In 
medium 4to, L.2, 28. 

** One of the most iiseful and beautiful additions to Messrs Blackwood’s extensive and valu. 
able library ofagrlculture and rural economy.** Mobmino Post. 

STENHOUSE. — ^ILLUSTRATIONS OP THE LYRIC POETRY AND 

MUSIC OF SCOTLAND. By Wileiam Stenhocse, Originally compiled 
to accompany the “ Scots Musical Museum,** and now published separately, 
with Additional Notes and Illustrations. 8vo, 78. 6d. 

STEPHENS. — THE BOOH OF THE FARM. 

Detailing the Labours of the Farmer, Farm-Steward, Ploughman, Shepherd, 
Hedger, Cattle-Man, Field-Worker, and Dairy-Maid. By Henbt Stephens, 
F.K.S.E. Seventh Thousand. Embracing every recent application of 
Science to Agriculture. Illustrated with GOO Engravings by Branston, &c. 
2 vols. large 8vo, L.3 half-bound. 

** The best practical hook 1 have ever met with." Pbofessoh Johkbtox. 

** One of the completes! works on agriculture of which our literature can boast.** 

60BICULTUBAI. Gasxttx. 

STEPHENS. — ^A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL DRAINING. 

By HEiatT Stephens, F.R.S.E., Author of “ The Book of the Farm.*’ 
Third Edition. 8vo, 6s. 

STEPHENS. — ^A CATECHISM OF PRACTICAL AGRICULTURE. 

By Henry Stephens, F.R.S.E., Author of “ The Book of the Farm.** 
Crown 8vo. {In tht Pre«.) 

STEPHENS. — THE PRACTICAL IRRIGATOR AND DRAINER. 

By Georqe Stephens, Member of the Nerecian and Wermlandska Agricul- 
tural Societies in Sweden. Svo, 8s. Gd. 


14 


NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 


\ 


STEUABT.—THE FLAITTEE'S GUIDE. 

A Nevr Editioii, being the Third, enlarged, with the Author's last Additions 
and Corrections. To which is prefixed a Memoir of the Author, and Por« 
trait. 8vo, Ills. 

8TEWABT. — STABLE ECONOHY. 

A Treatise on the Management of Horses. By John Stewakt, V.S. A 
New Edition. Gs. 6d. 

** Will always maintain its position as a standard work upon the management of horses.** 

Jhaax liAMS Expasss. 

STEWABT. — ^ADVICE TO PUBCHA8EBS OF EOBSES. 

I By Jahxs Stswaxt, V.S. 18mo, plates, 2s. 6d. 

STODDABT. — THE AEGLEBS’ COMPAEION TO THE BIVEBS AED 
LOCHS OF SCOTLAND. By T. T. STonnAKT. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo, 78. 6d. 

** Indispensable In all time to come, as the very strength and grace of an angler's tackle 
and equipment in Scotland, must and will be STOonaaT’s AxaLxa’s CoxpaNiON.** 

Bx.acxwooo’s UaoaxiNZ. 

i STBICELAKD. — LIVES OF THE QUEENS OF SCOTLAND, AND 

ENGLISH PRINCESSES connected witb the Regal Succession of Great 
Britain. By Agnes Stbickx.ano. With Porti'aits and Historical Vignettes. 
In C vols. post 8vo, 10s. 6d. each. Four volumes are published. 

** Every step in Scotland Is historical s the shades of the dead arise on every aide; the very 
rocks breathe. Bliss Strickland’s talents as a writer, and turn of mind as an individual. In 
a peculiar manner fit her for painting a historical gallery of the most illustrious or dignified 
female characters in that land of chivalry and song.** Bnacawoop’s Maoazi^x. 

STUABT. — ^AGBICULTUBAL LABOUEEBS AS THEY WEBE, ABE, 
AND SHOULD BE, IN THEIR SOCIAL CONDITION. By the Rev. 
Habet Stuabt, A.M., Minister of Oathlaw. 8vo, Is. 

STUABT. — LAYS OF THE DEEB FOBEST; 

With Sketches of Olden and Modern Deer-Hunting, Traits of Natural His- 
tory in the Forest, Traditions of the Clans, and Miscellaneous Notes. By 
John SoBiESKi and Cuables Euwabu Stcaet. 2 vols. post 8vo, 2Is. 

8UBALTEBN. 

By the Author of The Chelsea Pensioners." Foolscap 8vo, 8s. 

TASSO. — THE JEBUSALEH DELIVEBED OF TOBQUATO TASSO. 

A New Translation, with an Appendix. By Captain Albxandeb Ccnnimo- 
BAM Robbbtson, Eighth (the King's) Regiment. Foolscap 8vo, lOs. Cd. 

' I ' ti T fe ROTT — the gbeeh gbamuab of db fbedebick 

THIERSCH. Translated from the German, with brief Remarks, by Sir 
Daniei, K. Sandeobd, Professor of Greek in the University of Glasgow. 
8vo, I6s. 

THOMSON.— AN INTBODUCTION TO METEOBOLOGY, 

wherein the Laws of that important Branch of Natural Science are explained 
by numerous interesting facts, methodically arranged and familiarly de- 
scribed. By D. P. Thomson, M.D. With Numerous Illustrations. 8ro, 12b. 6d. 
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TDK CRUrDLE'S XDO. 

Complete in one volume. Foolscap 8vo» 48. 

TOM CBINDLE. — ^IHE CBTTISE OF THE ICIDaE. 

Complete in one volume. Foolscap 8vo, 4 s. 

TRAIS . — THE BUCHAN iTES FBOM FIBST TO LAST. 

By Joseph T&ain, Author of the ** History of the Isle of Man,'* &c. Fcap. 
8vo, 48. 

UBQUHART.— LIFE OF FBAKCESCO SFOBZA, DUKE OF UlLAH. 

By W. PoLLABD Ubquhabt, Esq., M.P. 2 vols. demy 8vo, 25s. 

VALERIUS. A BOHAN ST0R7. 

By tlie Author of « Reginald Dalton.” Foolscap 8vo, 3s. 

VAN BE VELDE. — NARRATIVE OF A JOURNEY THROUGH SYRIA 
AND PALESTINE IN 1861-2. By Lieut. Van de Velde, late of the 
Dutch Royal Navy. 2 vols. 8vo, {In the Press.) 

WARREN. — SERMONS ON PRACTICAL SUBJECTS. 

By the Rev. Samuel Warben, LL.D., Incumbent of All Souls, Manchester. 
Second Edition. Crown 8vo, 6s. 6d. 

WEISS. — ^HISTORY OF THE FRENCH PROTESTANT REFUGEES, 

from the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes to the Present Time. By 
Charles Weiss, Professor of History at the Lycfee Bonaparte. Translated, 
with the assistance of the Author, by Fred. Hardman, Esq. 8vo, price 14s. 

WILSON. — ^PROFESSOR WILSON’S POEMS. 

Containing the Isle of Palms, the Cite of the Plaque, and other Poems. 
2 vols. 21s. 

WILSON. — RECREATIONS OF CHRISTOPHER NORTH. 

In 8 vols. post 8vo, L.l, 11s. 6d. 

“Welcome, right welcome, Christopher North i we cordially greet thee in thy new dress, 
thou genial and hearty old man, whose ‘ Ambrosian nights' have so often in imagination 
transported us from solitude to the social circle, and whose vivid pictures of flood and fell, of 
loch and glen, have carried us In thought from tlio smoke, din, and pent-up opulence of Lon- 
don, to the rushing stream or tranquil tarn of those mountain ranges," &o. Tims. 

•TOiSON. — LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF SCOTTISH LIFE, 

Foolscap 8vo, 8s. 

•* The freshest and most delightful creation of the great and versatile genius of its distln. 
guished author.” Qlabqow HsaAL». 

WILSON. — ^THB FORESTERS. 

By the Author of ” Lights and Sliadows of Scottish Life.” Foap. 8vo, 38, 

WILSON. — THE TRIALS OF MARGARET LYNDSAY. 

By the Author of ** Lights and Shadows of Scottish Life.” Fcap. 8vo, 8s, 
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NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS. 


WASBEN. — ^THE BIAEY OF A LATE FHTSICXAN. 

By SAMnEX. Wabbsm, D.C.L. F.R.S. A New Edition. 2 Tols. foolscap 8 to» 
12s. 

** We know of no book In the English language so calculated to rivet the attention and 
awaken the purest and deepest syntpathlos of the heart. The man who has not read these 
tales has yet to learn a lesson In the mj'sterles of human nature." 

Oxford skd Oshbridos Bxtizw. 

WAEEEK. — TEN THOITSAND A-TEAB. 

By Sakcel WAKhEN, D.C.L. F.R.S. A New Edition. S vols. foolscap 8 to, 
188. 

** * Ten Thousand a-Year* is perhaps destined in British literature to some such rank as 
* Don Quixote* holds in Spain.** Axxricam Jourmai.. 


WABBEN. — ^NOW AND THEN. 

By Samoei. Waukem, D.C.L. F.R.S. A New Edition. Foolscap 8vo, 6s. 

•• A vindication. In beautiful prose, of the * ways of Qod to Man.’ A grander moral is not'to 
be found than that which dwells upon the reader's mind when the book ierelosed— conveyed, 
too. as It is. In language as masculine and eloquent as any the English tongue can furnish.** 

Tixei. 

WABBEN, — T WM LELY AND THE BEE. 

By Samuei. Wabren, D.C.L. F.R.S. Foolscap 8vo, gilt cloth, price 6s. 

** It is a great theme treated by a masculine intellect enriched with all the resources of 
varied knowledge, of profound thought, of a highly poetical temperament, and of solemn reli- 
gious convictions, and enhanced by the graces and the terrors of a command of language ab- 
solutely inexhaustible, and in its combinations almost magical.** Dcblxm Wabdzr. 


WABBEN.— -MOBAL, SOCIAL, AND PBOFESSIONAL DUTIES OP 
ATTORNEYS AND SOLICITORS. By Samcei. Wabren, Esq., D.C.L., 
F.R.S., one of her Majesty's Counsel, and Recorder for Hull. Second Edi- 
tion. Foolscap 8vo, 9s. 


WABBEN. — THE INTELLECTUAL AND MORAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE PRESENT AGE. By Samcei. Wabben, Esq., D.C.L. F.R.S., 
• one of her Mijesty’s Counsel, and Recorder for Hull. Foolscap 8vo, 28. 6d. 
** A cordial welcome is due to this noble little volume, elevating the mind of every attentive 
reader, as it cannot fall to do, by liftUig up his heart to the loftiest regions of contemplation.** 

Son. 

WABBEN.—THB WORKS OP SAMUEL WABBEN. 

A New and Cheap Edition. Comprising the “ Diabt of a Late Phtsi- 
cian,*» “ Ten Tuodsand a-Yeab,” ” Now and Then,** &c., issuing in 
Monthly Parts at Is., to be completed in about 18 Parts. 

YULE. — FORTIFICATION : 

For the Use of OfScers in the Army, and Readers of Military History. By 
Lieut. H. Yux.£, Bengal Engineers. 8vo, with numerous Illustrations, 
10s. 6d. 

•• An excellent manual » one of the beat works of Its class,** British Arxt DEsrATca. 

** The best elementary book in the English language upon the suhioct.’* Taa Son. 






